
Eck e rd  College  is a sm all private  four-year 
libe ral arts college  on th e  w e st coast of Florida 
in  St. Petersburg. Found ed  in  19 58, as Florida 
Pre sbyterian College , th e  in stitution h as a 
strong h istory of graduating scientists w h o go 
on to obtain  advanced  d egre e s. Because  of its 
location on Boca Ciega Bay, it h as also h ad  a 
natural affin ity tow ards m arin e  science  and  
environm ental stud ie s.

Eck e rd Colle ge  ope ne d its doors in 19 60 in dow ntow n St. 
Pe te rsburg. Sh e e n Scie nce  Com ple x w as com ple te d in 19 64, just in 
tim e  for th e  first graduating class of th e  colle ge . Irving Foste r, th e  
first Ch air of th e  scie nce  de partm e nt w rote  in 19 67 th at th e  scie nce  
program  h ad alre ady re ce ive d ove r $200,000 in grants since  it's 
founding, and h ad six graduate s re ce ive  a National Scie nce  Foundation Fe llow sh ip. H e  also proudly re counte d 
th at ove r 9 0%  of all its e arly scie nce  graduate s w e re  pursuing graduate  studie s. At th e  e nd of th e  sam e  ye ar 
Tim e  Magazine  proclaim e d Eck e rd "A colle ge  th at h as grow n from  vacant lot to e xce lle nce  in just six ye ars." 
From  th e se  be ginnings Eck e rd continue s to produce  h igh -pow e re d graduate s. Th e  colle ge  h as be e n fe ature d in 
th e  book  Colle ge s Th at Ch ange  Live s, (Lore n Pope  19 85 and 2006) in w h ich  Pope  state s th at Eck e rd produce s 
an unusually h igh  rate  of stude nts in th e  scie nce s w h o continue  th e ir e ducation to e arn doctoral or m e dical 
de gre e s. W e  continue  th is tre nd today, w ith  ove r a h undre d(?) graduate s w h o h ave  e arne d MDs or Ph Ds. Th e  

ne xt w ave  in Eck e rd Scie nce  be gan in 19 83: th e  m arine  scie nce s program . 
Th is program  w as a natural addition to our colle ge  due  to Eck e rd's 
w ate rfront location and strong scie nce  re cord. Th e  im m e nse  popularity of 
th is program  le d to th e  construction of th e  Galbraith  Marine  Scie nce  
Building in 19 87. Eck e rd is one  of only ___ unde rgraduate  institutions in th e  
nation w ith  a m arine  scie nce  de gre e , and ce rtainly a rarity am ong libe ral 
arts colle ge s for th is re ason. In 19 9 5 an inte rdisciplinary e nvironm e ntal 
studie s program  w as de ve lope d, a program  th at h as since  be com e  alm ost as 
popular as Marine  Scie nce . In 2007 Eck e rd graduate d ove r 100 stude nts in 

th e  scie nce s in biology, bioch e m istry, ch e m istry, com pute r scie nce , 
e nvironm e ntal studie s, m arine  scie nce , m ath e m atics, and ph ysics. Th e  
ove r th irty-five  m e m be rs of th e  natural scie nce  faculty are  de dicate d to 
te ach ing, m e ntoring, and doing 
active  re se arch  w ith  th e se  stude nts 
as th e y continue  th e  storie d tradition 
of th is fifty ye ar young institution 
w h ich  is poise d to tak e  th e  ne xt ste p 
in its scie nce  e volution. 

Galbraith  Laboratorie s , built 19 9 5

Sh e e n A, finins h e d 19 64

Perspectives (19 58-2007)



A fe w  of th e  e arly biology and pre -m e d stude nts volunte e re d to sle e p on h am m ock s in Slate r's W oods 
be cause  th e ir dorm s w e re  not finish e d. Th is stre ngth e ne d th e ir scie ntific inclination and th e y w e re  re ally h appy 
out in th e  e nvironm e nt and e njoye d "ph ylum  e atoffs." Most of th e se  stude nts be cam e  e ith e r Ph D's in Biology or 
m e dical doctors, re counts Norm an Blak e , a graduate  from  19 66 and now  a profe ssor of m arine  scie nce  at th e  
Unive rsity of South  Florida in St. Pe te rsburg. 
Ge orge  Re id, th e  founding biologist, se le cte d 
th e  spot of th e  ne w  Sh e e n Scie nce  Com ple x 
righ t on th e  w ate r. Unfortunate ly th e  
dre dging of th e  gulf w as ove rdone  by a h ard 
w ork ing construction te am  th at w ante d to 
"donate " m ore  land to th e  fle dgling colle ge  
and so be h ind th e  Sh e e n Scie nce  com ple x, 
inste ad of Boca Cie ga re claim e d land. 
Tw e nty-five  ye ars late r th e  Galbraith  Marine  Scie nce  Laboratory w as built on th e  w ate r to com ple te  th e  vision 
of th is founding biologist. Many of th e  original biology classe s took  advantage  of th e  natural h abitat around 
th e m . Th e  stude nt laboratorie s be gan by going to w ate r's e dge , colle cting ite m s and th e n bringing th e m  back  to 
th e  Sh e e n Com ple x into a m ak e sh ift re circulating w ate r syste m , re calls biologist Joh n Fe rguson: "m any of th e  
laboratorie s w e re  h ands on, w e  w e re  training scie ntists, and since  th e  be ginning w e re  ask e d by De an Be van to 
be  innovative "

Clock w ise  from  top: Re ggie  H uds on, Profe s s or 
of Ch e m is try, 19 78-pre s e nt. Edm und Galliz z i, 
Profe s s or of Com pute r Scie nce , 19 83-pre s e nt; 

Robe rt M e ach am , Profe s s or of 
Math e m atics , 19 60-19 9 3; 
Rich ard Ne ith am e r, Profe s s or of 
Ch e m is try, 19 64-19 9 1; Joh n 
Re ynolds , Profe s s or of Biology 
and Marine  Scie nce , 19 80-2002; 
Ge orge  Re id, Profe s s or of Biology, 
19 60-19 83; W illiam  Roe s s , 
Profe s s or of Biology, 19 66-19 9 8; 
Sh e lia H ane s , Profe s s or of 
Biology, 19 76-2002; Irving Fos te r, 
Profe s s or of Ph ys ics , 19 60-19 77; 
H arry Ellis , Profe s s or of Ph ys ics  

19 78-Pre s e nt;  Inse t: Early s tude nts  in botany 
lab, Prof. Joh n Fe rgus on of Biology, 19 63-

2000, w ork ing w ith  a s tude nt, a s tude nt conve rs ing w ith  Prof. Ge orge  Re id in th e  e arly 19 60's

Sh e e n B Building unde r cons truction in 19 63



 - 19 64, ch e m istry, Ph .D. Unive rsity 
of North  Carolina at Ch ape l H ill.  A profe ssor of 
Environm e ntal Scie nce s and Engine e ring at UNC-
Ch ape l H ill. H e  is an advisor on th e  e nvironm e nt for 
th e  State  of North  Carolina and on air q uality for th e  
U.S. EPA.

 - 19 64, 
biology, M .D. Duk e  
Unive rsity. Pre se ntly 
Vice  Pre side nt of 
W ye th -Aye rst 
Ph arm ace uticals and 
re tire d D ire ctor of th e  
National Institute s of 
H e alth  Ce nte r for 

Ne urological Dise ase  and Strok e , and is one  of 
th e  le ading e xpe rts in th e  w orld on e pile psy.

 - 19 67, ch e m istry, Ph .D. 
Indiana Unive rsity. Profe ssor of Ch e m istry and 
O ptical Scie nce , Unive rsity of Arizona and h as 
se rve d as th e  Scie nce  Advisor to th e  U.S. 
Se cre tary of State . H e  is a re cipie nt of a Se nior 
Ale xande r von H um boldt Aw ard and a Se nior 
Fulbrigh t Fe llow  Aw ard.

- graduate  in 19 68, 
biology.  MD Pe nn State  Unive rsity. Sh e  h as 
se rve d as a le ade r of th e  Burn Ce nte r in 
H arle m , NY. Sh e  curre ntly h as appointm e nts 
to six Ne w  York  h ospitals w e re  sh e  is a 
surge on spe cializing in plastic surge ry, burns, 
and sk in cance r.

- 19 74, ph ysics, Ph .D. Massach use tts 
Institute  of Te ch nology. Sh e  h as se rve d as D ivision 
D ire ctor at Argonne  National Laboratory, and is now  
one  of th e  te ch nical le ade rs building th e  Linac 
Coh e re nt Ligh t Source  be ing asse m ble d at Stanford

 - 19 76(?), biology, Ph D. Unive rsity 
of Massach use tts. H e  is curre nty th e  D e an and 
D ire ctor of th e  Marine  Scie nce  Re se arch  Ce nte r at th e  
State  Unive rsity of Ne w  York  at Stonybrook  w h e re  h e  
h e ads th e  Conove r Laboratory. H e  w as a re ce nt Aldo 
Le opold Le ade rsh ip Fe llow  at Stanford 
Unive rsity and w as th e  first re cipie nt of th e  
Mote  Em ine nt Sch olar Ch air in Fish e rie s 

Ecology.
- 19 82(?), biology, M .D. 

Pe nsylvania State  Sch ool of M e dicine , M e dical 
Dire ctor of Upde graff Vision in St. Pe te rsburg. H e  h as 
se rve d as both  th e  principal and clinical inve stigator 
and surge on in th re e  clinical re se arch  program s 
including at th e  Unive rsity of Te xas. H e  also h olds 
se ve n U.S. pate nts for LASIK te ch niq ue  and te ch nology.

 - 19 84, ch e m istry, Ph D., 
Corne ll Unive rsity, Postdoc M IT. Sh e  w as a profe ssor at 
th e  Unive rsity of M ich igan untill 2007. Sh e  is now  an 
"O h io Em ine nt Sch olar" at Th e  O h io State  Unive rsity. 
Sh e  is a re cipie nt of th e  Pfize r Aw ard in Enzym e  
Ch e m istry from  th e  Am e rican Ch e m ical Socie ty.

 - 19 85, ch e m istry and ph ysics, 
Ph .D. Te xas A &  M , Ke llog Profe ssor and Ch air at 
Scripps Re se arch  Institute  in w h e re  h e  runs th e  
Barbas Laboratory w h ich  ove rse e s th e  w ork  of 
tw e nty scie ntists on th e  cutting e dge  of m e dical 
re se arch  using m icrobiology.

 - 19 9 2, m ath e m atics and political 
scie nce , Ph . D. Ge orgia Institute  of Te ch nology, H e  w as 
h onore d by Pre side nt Ge orge  W . Bush  as one  of 
Am e rica's prom ising young scie ntists. H e  joine d 

Corne ll as an Associate  Profe ssor in 2005 
afte r te ach ing Industrial and O pe rations 
Engine e ring at th e  Unive rsity of M ich igan. 

-19 9 8, biology and m arine  
biology, Ph .D. Unive rsity of W ash ington. 

Now  a NASA re se arch  associate  at th e  
Marine  Biological Laboratory. Sh e  is a re cipie nt of 
fe llow sh ips from  th e  National Scie nce  Foundation, th e  
National Re se arch  Council and th e  L'O re al USA 
Fe llow sh ip for W om e n in Scie nce

Th is  is  only a s am ple  of our 
graduate s ' s ucce s s  afte r le aving Eck e rd Colle ge :



For th e  Unite d State s to re m ain com pe titive  in a global 
e conom y, w e  m ust be  able  to re tain a com pe titive  
advantage  w ith  re gard to innovation in scie nce  &  
te ch nology. Th is w ill re q uire  th at w e  h ave  a w ork force  of 
sufficie nt size  th at is w e ll e ducate d and also ve ry cre ative . 
Eck e rd, w ith  its sh ort but ve ne rable  h istory of producing strong scie ntists, is poise d to contribute  to th is ne xt 
ph ase  of scie ntific grow th . W e  are  w e ll situate d in 
a BioTe ch  Corridor -- Florida is also e volving into a 
national ce nte r for scie nce  &  te ch nology:
* Th e  Scripps Re se arch  Institute  (Palm  Be ach )    
* Th e  Torre y Pine s Institute  for Mole cular Studie s    
* Th e  Burnh am  Institute  (O rlando)    
* SRI Inte rnational (St. Pe te rsburg) 
h ave  all re ce ntly locate d in Th e  Sunsh ine  State .  Th e se  institute s' m ost im portant ne e ds w ill be  e ducate d, 
innovative , young scie ntists.  Eck e rd scie ntists are  re ady to m e e t th e  ch alle nge .

As Eck e rd Colle ge  grow s, so do w e  continue  to grow  and ch ange . 
Eck e rd Colle ge  h as launch e d a ne w  capital cam paign, w ith  th e  
construction of a ne w  scie nce  building as a top priorty. Alth ough  our 
accom plish m e nts are  proof positive  th at our curre nt facilitie s do not 
bar us from  h aving a pre m ie r program , a ne w  scie nce  laboratory 
building w ill e xpand our capabilitie s to train th is ce ntury's ne w  
scie ntists. W e  w ill continue  to e ducate  our stude nts in th e  basic 
scie nce s, to pre pare  th e m  to e xce l in th e  com pe titive  w orld m ark e t of 
scie nce  and industry.  W e  m ust face  th e  re ality,  h ow e ve r, th at 
obsole te  facilitie s can m ak e  e ve n th e  m ost succe ssful program s 

appe ar le ss com pe titive .  O ur biology and ch e m istry laboratorie s w e re  built in 19 63, and th e y h ave  se rve d th e  
e arly colle ge  w e ll. Now  w e  m ust re cognize  th at th e  fie lds of biology and ch e m istry h ave  e volve d and 
inte rtw ine d in th e  last four de cade s. Pre paring our stude nts to m e e t th is ch alle nging approach  w ill ne ce ssarily 
re q uire  facilitie s th at prom ote  inte rdisciplinary 
le arning and te ach ing.  Th e  ne w  building w ill 
e xe m plify th is paradigm  sh ift to a m ore  
q uantitative  biology inte racting w ith  a m ore  
inte rdisciplinary ch e m istry. O ur be love d Sh e e n 
Scie nce  Com ple x w ill be  re novate d and 
re furbish e d for ph ysics, m ath e m atics, com pute r 
scie nce , and e nvironm e ntal studie s.  
Le t th e  ne w e st w ave  for Eck e rd Scie nce  be gin!

Re s e arch  program s  of faculty th at involve  s tude nts  
include  dolph in ide ntification, nucle ar ph ys ics , 
s e dim e nt dating, turtle s , b ird ne s tings , ge ne tics , th e  
de ve lopm e nt of m us cle , e nvironm e ntal ch e m is try, 
organic ch e m is try...




