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KEY OBJECTIVES:  

 

From Art Skinner’s Study Guide 

 Begin to see art as a gateway to understanding culture 

 Be introduced to fundamental elements of visual art  

 Engage with the works of art in Sayre and ask questions 

 Begin to think critically about art 

 Learn to see the works, take time to look at them, ask the following questions:  

  What do you see?  

  What appears to be going on?  

  What do you think the artist is trying to portray or express?  

  What’s the historical or social context of the work?  

  How does the work reflect the values of the culture from which it   

  originated?  

  How might it be considered timeless?  

 Recognize the numerous functions of art 

 Reflect upon what the original purpose of the work might have been 

   

From Sayer text  

 Understand the different roles of the artist: (pg. 5-8) 

  1. to record the world 

  2. to give visible or tangible form to ideas, philosophies, or feelings 

  3. to reveal hidden or universal truths 

  4. to help us see the world in a new or innovative way 

  

  [This list can be compared to the list of roles of the artist in Suzanne  

  Lacy’s  Spectrum of Artists’ Roles  (pg.58)] 

  

 Explore the creative process 

  The artist must always be open to new ways of seeing. (pg. 10). The  

  creative process is seeing, imaging, making.  

 

  Sayre uses Picasso’s Les Demoiselles d’Avignon to illustrate the   

  “ambiguity of  experience”of painting and the artist’s “freedom of   

  invention.” The reference to African masks in the painting conveys a sense 

  of “fear and darkness.”  (pg. 52-53) 

 

 Consider the artist’s relation to the public and how art is received 

   Sayre explores how artists can affect and change the world, make it  

  more beautiful.  

   Edward Manet’s Luncheon on the Grass (pg. 59)   

   Maya Ying Lin’s Vietnam Memorial (pg. 62) 

 

 

 



 

  Public art can be aesthetically pleasing, intellectually compelling, and  

  engage the viewer physically. 

   Carl Andre, Stone Field Sculpture (pg. 64) 

   Richard Serra, Tilted Arc (pg. 65) 

   Michelangelo, David (pg. 66) 

 

 Explore the varieties of Line: (Ch. 5)  

  “Line can be extremely intellectual and rational or highly expressive and  

  emotional.” “Drawing is the most basic and direct of all media.” 

   Hung Liu’s Three Fujins and Virgin/Vessel (pg. 88-89) 

 

 

Art Resources:  

The Student Toolkit (xxv) has introductory material about why we study art, “7 Steps to 

Thinking Critically about Art”, a guide to the elements of art, etc. 

 

The CD-ROM that comes with the Sayre text has interactive exercises for each chapter 

with self tests, videos about the works in progress, flash cards of key terms, images 

organized by chapter and by time period.  

 

The new DVD has high resolution, downloadable images sorted by chapter. Also there 

are  Powerpoint presentations of the art from each chapter. Each slide has information 

about the work and you can zoom in on the images. There’s also an interactive timeline 

so you can view images chronologically. 

 

The red INSTRUCTOR’S MANUAL is in my opinion the least helpful although it does 

have a chapter overview with a list of key terms. I found the discussion topics confusing.  

 

The WEBSITE for the text also has all the images for each chapter as well as test 

questions (short essay, multiple choice, and fill in the blanks.) Students can email their 

responses directly to the professor when they complete the tests. There are also links to 

artists’ websites and museum sites.  

 

OTHER RESOURCES:  

 

Andy Goldsworthy video clips on YouTube:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3TWBSMc47bw 

 

In class activity 

Show a slide of a work of art, have students write for five minutes about their reaction to 

the work thinking about the questions above. Then, with a partner they discuss their 

reactions. Call on several to report. As a class discuss the different reactions. This activity 

can be done twice with completely different kinds of works. For example, one realist 

(Mapplethorpe’s Lisa Lyon) and one abstract (Matthew Ritchie’s No Sign of the World).  

 

Next, discuss the 7 Steps to Thinking Critically about Art (Student Toolkit) and apply 

them to other works of art shown to the class. How do these works of art express the 

culture of the artist?  



 

Discuss the roles of the artists as defined by Sayre. Are there other roles the artist plays?  

Talk about the roles in the context of various works of art.  

 

Another activity either during class or as homework…have students view an outdoor 

mural on campus and write about the work – give their reaction and a critical analysis 

including what they think the artist’s purpose was. Discuss as a warm –up at the 

beginning of class on Fri.  

 

 


