
Activity 1 
1. Take the class outside. 
 
2. Ask the students to take 5-10 minutes to contemplate their surroundings. You may ask 

the class to focus on a single object, landscaping or just look at what they see. 
 

3. Ask them to write a Paragraph, a Poem, draw a ‘Picture’ or a Diagram to capture the 
essence of their experience. 

 
4. Identify what is common, what is different and what is valued by the students. 

 
5. The same event can be viewed differently by different individuals (cultures). 

 
Activity 2 

1. Have the class take 10 or 15 minutes to look at each of the following works, imagining 
that they were viewing each piece in an art gallery. Have them write their reactions to 
each work of art. 

a. Erna Motna Brushfire and Carrobree dreaming (Page 8). 
 

b. Guohsi Early Spring (Page 458) or Cheng Sixio Ink Orchids (Page 459). 
 
c. Apollo Belvedere (Page 20). 
 
d. African Mask, Sang Tribe Gabon West Africa (Page 20). 

 
2. Now have the students read any background information to which they have access 

which may be helpful to them in understanding the work. 
Note: 

a. Beliefs of the culture from which the work came. 
 

b. Artistic conventions and techniques used by the artist. 
 

c. Symbolic meanings that would be of interest to the artist and the viewer. 
 

3. Vocabulary: 
Give examples of works of art that are: 
 
 Representational 
 Abstract 
 Nonobjective 
 Linear perspective 
 Atmospheric perspective 
 Axonometric projection 
 Isometric 
 Dimetric 
 Trimetric 



 Oblique Projection 
 Monocular Vision 
 Binocular Vision 
 Foreshadowing 

 
4. Which eye is dominant? Focus an object using a pen holding both eyes open. Close an 

eye. If the object moves then the closed eye is dominant otherwise the open eye is 
dominant. 

 
Eye Dominance 

    Left    Right 
Hand Left   a    b 
Dominance Right  c    d 
 
Is their a strong association between hand dominance and eye dominance? What would large 
values in b and c tell you? What would large values in a and d tell you? 
 
5. Leonardo Virtruvian man 

a. Ideal proportion 
b. Symbolic significance 
c. Art/Science/Mathematics merge 
 

6. Visit the Museum of Fine Arts, 255 Beach Drive NE, 896-2667. 
 Impressionist paintings 

 
7. Campus walk: Visit campus locations (Franklin Templeton, Library, Classroom, and 

Office). Can you identify examples of sustainable architecture incorporated in these 
buildings? Suggest improvements. 

 
8. Take an example of an art work from the East and an example of a work from the West 

(Pages 346/347) and compare/contrast Eastern and Western approaches to Art. 
 

9. Art explains mysteries of the universe. 
Example   Law = 

     Explanation = 
Art shows ho to use the resources of nature to benefit mankind. 
 Resource = 
 Benefit =  
Art answers the question “What is nature?” 
Art shows the proper place of man as part of nature. 
What is the best way to live in nature? Art shows how. 


