
Art and Nature Discussion – WHGC 2007 
 

Resources: 
 
If you wish to show slides in the classroom, images of the art can be found in individual images 
or in a PowerPoint presentation format on the WHGC faculty Web site at: 
 
http://www.eckerd.edu/academics/westernheritage/facultyresources/Art%20and%20Nature.php 
 
For each image in the Power point file, a description and/or question is included to lead the 
discussion in class. 
 
Under the section “What is Nature” in the WHGC faculty website you can access Arthur 
Skinner’s handout which includes remarks addressing each section presented during the Art and 
Nature lecture.  
 
The section “Art and Nature activities” proposes several useful activities. The first one is a very 
simple outdoor activity that focuses on what nature represents for the students and how each 
person might interpret that relationship. The second activity can be done in or out of the 
classroom and is more comprehensive. It lets the students express themselves on a specific art 
piece related to nature and also introduces the terminology presented in the Sayre text. Both these 
activities can be easily adapted to cover specific questions from the lecture and the text. 
 
The site also includes a quiz on the content of the 2005 lecture.  The questions might have to be 
updated if the content of the lecture has changed. I propose below a quiz on the content in the 
Sayre text. 
 
I’ll expect my students to bring their Sayre text. The objectives are: 
 

- Start the discussion on “what is nature?” 

- Introduce vocabulary from the Sayre text 

- Examine the attempt to represent the “reality” (true nature) in art. 

- Learn characteristics of romanticism and impressionism 

- Compare the western vs. eastern approaches to depicting nature 
 
You will find below discussion questions that attempt to help reach my objectives. After giving 
the quiz, I will go over the questions as a  class, not in small groups, so I can monitor the direction 
of the discussion. 



Questions for in class discussion 

What is nature – Art discussion – Spring 2007 
 
1. Compare the two art pieces: Albert Bierstadt’s The Rocky Mountains and Wu Chen’s The 

Central Mountain on pages 11-13 of your Sayre text. How much respect for Nature do you 
think each artist has/had? Do you respect nature? How? 

 
2. Page 45. Go over the evolution of the four (4) paintings The Course of Empire by Thomas 

Cole and consider the question: “What is the relationship between humans and nature”? Are 
we a part of nature or apart from nature? 

 
3. Is the Bust of a Roman sculpture (Page 47) a model for perfection? Is nature a model for 

perfection? 
 
4. Page 47. Consider the watercolor The Large Turf by Albrech Durer. After reading the text 

related to this painting in your Sayre text, comment on this statement: “Nature changes but the 
work of art endures”. 

 
5. Define the following perspectives: one point, two point, axonometric, oblique, atmospheric. 

Are all these perspectives and distortions representing the true nature (reality) of the subjects? 
 
6. Compare John Taylor’s and Howling Wolf’s representations of the same event on page 40-41 

of your Sayre text. For you, which one is a true representation of the nature (reality) of the 
event?  

 
7. Architecture: Frank Gehry did not respect the conventions of his neighborhood, but did follow 

his natural instinct  (inventiveness,  originality,  discover new principles …) to guide his 
creative process (see page 167). Are his methods and results acceptable? 

 
8. Landscaping: Can a manicured lawn be more aesthetically appealing than a piece of land left 

wild (in its natural state)? 
 
9. Leornardo da Vinci’s drawing depicts the “destructive forces of nature” (199). Does this 

drawing have the similar result for the viewer than a photo or even a video would? For the 
artist, does drawing allow more freedom than using photography? What does the drawing 
capture that a photo might not? 

 
10. Define the characteristics of Romantic art. Then, consider the oil painting “Still life with 

lobster” page 258. Explain why this painting does not illustrate romantic art?  Describe your 
reaction to Caspar David Friedrich’s Monk by the Sea on page 485. Are you a romantic? 

 
11. What are the techniques and subject matters that define Impressionism? Do you appreciate 

how light can change (or beautify) a scenery or a landscape? Can you think of a personal 
example when you experienced it? 

 
12. Compare eastern and western artistic principles when representing nature 
 

Art & Nature      Name: _______________________ 



 

Choose 5 questions among the seven (7) following: Answer briefly but be specific. 
 
1. What is a vanishing point? (page 105) 
 
 

 
2. According to the Sayre text, what is the advantage of using a two point perspective (as in 
Caillebotte’s Place de l’Europe on a Rainy day) over a one point perspective (illustrated by 
Leonardo da Vinci’s The last Supper? (page 106) 
 
 
 
 
3. What advantage does an axonometric projection has over the use of a vanishing point? (page 
112) 
 
 
 
 
4. What does the technique called Foreshortening allow an artist to do, as for example in 
Mantegna’s The Dead Christ? (page 115) 
 
 
 
 
5. According to your Sayre text, who defined the “rules” of atmospheric or aerial perspective? 
(page 121) 
 
 
 
6. How does aerial perspective work? To illustrate your point, you can use Turner’s oil painting 
Rain, Steam and Speed – The Great Western Railway (page 122) 
 
 
 
 
7. What is the usual subject matter of a Japanese wood cut called “Ukiyo-e”? (page 224) 
 
 
 
8. What were the highest forms of art in 13

th
 century China? (page 465). 

 


