
 

WHGC – Spring 2009 
Art &Nature/Basho Lesson Plan 
Prepared by Kip Curtis & David Gliem 
 
Goal:  This three-day lesson plan is designed to provide students an opportunity to reflect upon three 
methods of representing nature: visually (pencil drawings), poetry (haiku), and descriptive prose.  The first 
method reinforces information from the Art & Nature lecture and the Sayre reading and the latter two 
methods relate to those used by Basho in The Narrow Road to the Deep North.  A culminating discussion 
on the third day will encourage them to consider the strengths and weaknesses of each method. 
 
 
Day One – Wednesday, April 1 
Representing Nature Visually: Landscape Drawing Assignment 
 
Materials: 
 

• Email the students prior to class and ask them to bring two or three sharpened, graphite pencils 
with good erasers, and a clipboard or some other portable hard surface that they can used as a 
support for drawing (e.g. a sturdy notebook or a textbook). 
 

• A stack of unlined, white photocopy/notebook paper; enough to give each student two or three 
sheets. 

 

• Copies of the “Landscape Drawing” assignment. 
 
9:30 – 9:40 
 

• Take care of class business. 

• Pass out the paper, check to see that everybody has a couple sharp pencils (you may want to 
bring a few extras for those that “forget” to bring them). 

• Pass out "Landscape Drawing" instructions. 

• Pairs of students will find a location within a reasonable distance from the classroom where they 
can look at a landscape.  (You could have larger groups of students, or even have the whole class 
sit in the same spot and look at the same scene together, the effect would be the same; if you 
decide to take the entire class to one location, be sure to have a spot in mind before class starts.)  
Have them refer to the handout for guidance.  Encourage them to find a location where there are 
not a lot of buildings.  Have them focus on the natural scenery.  Because some students will be 
self-conscious about their drawing skills, tell them that you are looking for their best effort and that 
you will not be judging their talent or skill in rendering.  Tell them the expectation is that they will 
spend a minimum of 3 hours on this assignment.  Remind them of the rules: Every student must 
draw on the same ground (the white sheet of paper) and use the same drawing instrument 
(graphite pencil) but they may use whatever techniques or style they want in drawing the subject.  
The goal is to make a drawing in whatever style they think will best represent their subject.  Ask 
them to return to the classroom by 10:30. 
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If you don’t want to use the entire class period for this assignment, you can: 
 

1. Preface the drawing assignment with a discussion of the Sayre reading and/or Art & Nature lecture; 
focus discussion on how artists have represented nature through time and in different cultures; 
rather than discuss artworks in isolation, art historians like to use a comparative method to help 
students recognize similarities and differences.  You decide what comparisons to make. 
 

or 
 

2. Use David’s “Visual Literacy” assignment to preface the drawing exercise.  This is available on the 
WHGC faculty website.  Maybe discuss one or two of the comparisons. 

or 
 

3. Use Arthur Skinner’s guide as the basis for preliminary discussion. 
 
 
If you decide to have a preliminary discussion we recommend that you wrap it up by 10 am so that you give 
them at least a half hour to get started on the drawing assignment since it may take them a little time to find 
and decide on a good location. 
 
9:40 – 10:25 
 
Time for Seeking, Looking & Drawing 
 
10:30 – 10:35 
 
Reconvene in the classroom.  Answer any last minute questions. 
 
Assign Homework: 
 

• Continue to work on drawing (remind them to observe the rules: graphite pencil only, white sheet of 
paper.).  Drawings due in class on Monday, April 6. 

• Read Basho pp. 9-49, 97-112. 

• From the reading, ask them to identify one prose description of nature that they think is the most 
effective and a favorite haiku.  Ask them to be prepared to read their selections during the next 
class and explain why they chose them. 
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Day Two - Friday, April 3 
Basho, The Narrow Road to the Deep North 
Textual Responses to Nature: Prose Description & Haiku 
 
Materials: 
 

• Copies of the “Writing Haiku” assignment. 
 
9:30 – 9:35 
 

• Take care of class business. 

• Hand out “Writing Haiku” assignment. 
 
9:35 – 9:45 
 
Discussion of homework:  Review favorite, most visual, passage and haiku from homework reading.  
Students can be asked to read their favorite passage and haiku and say what they think makes it so 
appealing. 
 
9:45 – 10:30 
 
Prepare Second Field Trip:  Pairs of students (or large groups or the entire class) from previous class are 
asked to return to the same spot and spend 15 minutes collecting field notes.  These notes are to write a 
prose description of the same scene they drew in the last class.  They should try to gather as much detail 
as they can to write a prose description in the style of Basho.  For the last half hour, ask them to begin the 
haiku assignment (separate handout).  Ask them to be back at the classroom by 10:30. 
 
10:30 – 10:35 
 
Assign Homework: 
 

• Read Basho pp. 112 – 143. 

• Select 3 passages that reveal Basho's biases about the landscape (Remember:  Bias means 
“lean,” it doesn't mean “bad” or “negative”*) and write them in your notebook. 

• Write a 1-2 page description of the landscape you observed today in the style of Basho.  Due 
Monday, April 6. 

• Finish drawing and haiku; bring to class on Monday. 
 

                                                 
* Bias means literally, to lean or list in one direction.  When we use the term to refer to writing, we generally mean something 
deeper than the writer’s opinion, we generally mean there are buried assumptions and ideals that inform said opinions.  It is the 
unobserved subtleties, subtleties that require a closer look and more careful attention that comprise the bias of a piece. 
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Day Three - Monday, April 6 

Basho, The Narrow Road to the Deep North 
Comparative Representations of Nature 
 
Materials: 
 

• You might remind the students via email Sunday night to bring their sketch, haiku, and prose 
description with them to class on Monday. 

 
9:30 – 9:35 
 

• Take care of class business. 

• Have the students bring their notes from the homework assignment, their landscape drawing, 
haiku, and prose description and pair up with their partners. 

 
9:35 -9:50 
 
Discussion of homework:  Have the pairs look at each other's selections and discuss: 
 

• What was it about the words or phrasing that made for the bias (do they agree with their partner's 
choices)?   

• What words could have been chosen differently to remove the bias?   

• Does bias help or hurt our understanding in this sort of natural description? 
 
9:50 - 10:10 
 
Discussion of the Methods of Representing Nature:  This exercise will mimic elements of the exercise 
suggested by Davina a few weeks ago, building teams into groups for a classroom discussion. 
 
10 minutes: 
 

Students should begin in their pairs and exchange their materials.  Answer two questions about 
your partner's work. 1.  Which of the three is better at revealing the Truth about the landscape and 
why?  2.  Thinking about all three as a whole, do they reflect what you thought you knew about this 
landscape?  What surprised you?  What was left out, what appears to be added? 

 
10 minutes: 
 

Move from pairs into groups of four and exchange pairs of materials.  Each pair should look at all of 
the material from the other pair and then compare the differences between the other pair's 
representations.  Perhaps by answering two questions:  1.  Do you get a better sense of the 
landscape by looking at all six representations, or does it confuse things?  2.  Which representation 
tells the most truth about the landscape? 
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10:10 - 10:30 
 
Overview and reflection.  Now that the pairs and teams have looked at and talked about the work and the 
landscapes, the class can spend the final twenty minutes having a summative discussion. 
 

• Are there differences between the three strategies for representing the natural world?  How/why 
are they so different? 

 

• What is it about the tools being used that shape the outcome?  What did you experience? 
 

• What is it about people's own preconceptions that color the experience?  How can we tell? 
 

• How does this kind of representation compare to a scientific representation of the natural world?  
How do you account for the differences?  Which of them is more true? 

 

• How did the experience trying to gather descriptive detail for your homework tonight compare to 
the experience of trying to draw or describe in poetic form the same landscape?  What kinds of 
differences, similarities?   

 

• Is nature the same when you draw it as when you try to write a prose description about it? 
 
10:30 – 10:35 
 

• Answer any last minute questions. 

• Announcements for Wednesday’s class. 
 


