
Art, Nature, and Haiku 
 

I plan on integrating art and nature and Bashô by asking students to choose a 
quiet location where they can observe the natural environment. After a brief period 
of contemplation, I ask them to first draw what they see using the techniques and 
styles we read about in the readings assigned this week. This is done outside of 
class, and my expectation is that they will spend about an hour on the project. I am 
not expecting a “great” work of art, although I have several excellent artists in my 
class who will probably spend substantially longer on it.  

 
In class, we will discuss these art pieces, the different techniques, and the 

process of “making art.” My hope is that they will see themselves as artists, having 
engaged in the artistic process.  

 
For the following class period, I am asking them to revisit their spot, and 

again, after a period of contemplation, compose a haiku with the traditional 5-7-5 
structure that demonstrates a sense of solitude and reflection (“sabi”).  

 
This exercise is appropriated from Andrew Chittick, who kindly allowed me 

to plagiarize his ideas. The actual assignment that I will give to students is 
attached to this document.  
 

A simpler way to use Bashô is to draw on the interesting diagram on p. 38 
which argues that the travelogue follows a cyclical pattern. The class is divided 
into six groups of three or four students. They read the passages that correspond 
(dotted lines across the circle) to see if they could find the relationships. The page 
numbers starting at Edo, are 97-8 (Edo), 99-100 (Nikko), 105-6 (Shirakawa), 111-
12 (Sendai), 115-117 (Matsushima), 118-19 (Hiraizumi), 125-7 (we're at Gassan 
by now), 128-30 (Kisagata), 131-2 (Ichiburi), 138-9 (Fukui), 139-41 (Tsuruga), 
141-2 (Ogaki).  
 

This is useful in two ways in that it helps student pay attention to how 
carefully constructed the text is, and that it is not “simply” a travelogue. As with 
other in-class readings, it also obliges students to read and consider the text 
carefully.  
 


