
WHGC – Spring 2009 
Art & Nature/Basho 

 
Landscape Drawing 

 
 

With a partner, find a section of landscape/natural area near the classroom that you both find visually 
interesting/beautiful/ugly.  Regardless of why you choose it, the site should be compelling enough for you to want to make a 
drawing of it.  Ideally, this vista should have few, if any, buildings: your focus should be on the natural scenery.  You should 
decide together on the section of the landscape of which each of you will make your own drawing.  To help you along the 
process, you should consider the following: 
 

1. Spend some time looking carefully at the scene.  Consider its most interesting aspects and decide what elements of 
the scene you want to include in your composition.  Take some time to plan your composition.  By all means, don’t 
expect to finish your drawing today.  Take your time.  You have a few days to work on it.  You should plan to spend 
at minimum three hours completing your drawing.  Your drawing will not be judged on your skill or talent in 
rendering.  Just do your best work.  Feel free to look at the various representations of nature in Sayre for inspiration 
or guidance.  All artists look at the work of and learn from other artists. 

 
2. As you think about the composition consider the relationship between the scene you want to represent and the 

shape, size, and orientation of piece of paper on which you will draw it.  Do you want to orient the paper vertically or 
horizontally?  How will this orientation affect the way the scene is represented?  Do you want to show things up 
close or far away or some combination of the two?  How much of the space of the paper do you want to use?  Are 
you going to fill the entire surface or leave some of it blank?  Do you want to show one small part of the scene or 
provide a broader view of it?  What do you want to include in the foreground, middle ground, and background?  
How are you going to differentiate these spaces?  Will you use atmospheric perspective or linear perspective or 
both?  Are you going to put something at the edges of your composition?  Is everything going to be contained within 
the space of the paper or are you going to crop some things off at the top, bottom and sides?  How are you going to 
handle the changes in light over time?  If you return to your spot, you should try to return at the same time of the 
day so that the light is more or less consistent.  Lastly, really examine how things look: trees spring upward and 
their limbs taper, and each tree has a character, they all don’t look the same, even those of the same species.  The 
same is true for every other element in the landscape. 

 
3. In making your drawing, experiment with the kinds of marks you can make with the pencil and the eraser.  You can 

do a lot with this simple drawing tool if you work at it.  Play with line: a sharp point will make a thin line; a rounded 
point will make a soft, wide line; vary the pressure you exert to make dark or light marks; vary the lengths of the 
lines and the quality of the contours.  Holding it at the tip, turn the pencil on its side and scrap the side of the point 
along the surface of the paper to make broad, scumbled marks, which can help with shading or in rendering form.  
Use your finger or eraser to smudge and smear.  Use dots, dashes and other kinds of marks to convey textures and 
patterns. 

 
4. To finish your drawing, you might want to return to the site a couple times or you might want to make some small 

notes to help you remember the site so that you can finish your drawing in your room.  Even the Impressionists 
often finished their paintings in their studios.  Make note of relationships among the various elements, textures, the 
kinds of animals and plants, the quality of the light and shadow, etc. 

 
5. Stick to the rules:  1. you may only use a graphite pencil and an eraser, 2.  you must draw on a blank sheet of 

white, photocopy/printer paper (8.5 x 11 inches). 
 
 

These drawings will be shared, discussed, and turned in on Monday, April 6. 
 


