
Art in Everyday Life 
 

1. What is your favorite “artwork” in your everyday life (here or home)? (Consider 
“art” that you or your family owns, in your hometown, on campus...perhaps the 
design of a house, building, chair, cup.) 

 
2. Morris’ golden rule: “Have nothing in your houses which you do not know to be 

useful, or believe to be beautiful.” Design your dream home. (Location is worth 
considering!) 

When sharing their dream homes, consider what each student emphasized: 
Utility? Simplicity? Natural materials? Love of nature? Modern materials and 
design? High tech? Ornamental? Mass produced? One of a subdivision of identical 
houses? Environmentally sound? Energy efficient? 

 
3. Compare and contrast the work and philosophies of Morris, Wright, and the 

modernists (Bauhaus and Le Corbusier). 
♦ William Morris, Arts & Crafts Movement (mid 1800s): furniture, buildings, 

decorations (should be natural, simple, useful, beautiful & handmade). 
♦ Frank Lloyd Wright (early 1900s): buildings reflecting “the inspired love of 

Nature.” “The good building makes the landscape more beautiful than it 
was before the building was built.” 

♦ Modernist (early 1900s): Bauhasu, Le Corbusier. Saw in the machine the 
salvation of humanity. Emphasize what is new. Mass production. 

 
4. Where do you look for hope (or inspiration or our salvation)? Machinery? 

Technology? Nature? Access to information? Human imagination? Human spirit? 
Diversity? Movements to increase freedom, rights, income equality, or alleviate 
poverty? 

 
5. Is simplicity important to you? Discuss various ways in art and design in which 

you have seen the virtue of simplicity employed. How can we realize simplicity in 
our lives today? 

 
6. If you could possess one object in the relevant pages of today’s reading (pp. 292-

307, 383-89), what would it be? 
 

7. In your view are there “higher” and “lesser” arts and/or crafts? Would you pay 
more for a fine painting than for a beautiful piece of furniture or a rare Japanese 
tea bowl? 

 
 


