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Teaching Strategies: Art Bridging Time, Bridging Cultures 

 

There are many different ways to approach art in the classroom.  My approach towards WHGC thus far 

has been to draw connections between texts that so far have come from different regions, times and 

genres.  In this regard, I find that the title of this section, “Art Bridging Time, Bridging Cultures” is fitting 

to this approach to the readings and I will address this segment of the art component along these lines.   

In class discussions of the texts we have read so far, the attention has been placed on content: the 

protagonists, their journeys, the antagonists and transformations of these subjects as they have 

embarked on their life “quests”.  As we approach this week’s reading on art, I will encourage students to 

think about how the analytical tools used to analyze art can apply to the texts we have read.  

Objective:  

Bridge the role of the artist (p. 4) and his/her aims with the narratives we have been reading thus far.   

Discussion Topics: 

 How has their perception of art and its function changed as a result of this reading? 

 In reference to Arthur Skinner’s study guide, what are some of the strategies the reading offers 

to become “visually literate”?  How can these approaches apply to the literature we are 

reading?   

 Power point presentation on Moodle:  Pablo Picasso’s pieces reveal the process behind the 

artwork as well as how the final product tells a story (p. 11-14). Spending time on this segment 

of the reading can help the students draw the similarities between the visual arts and literature: 

the scene depicted in Picasso’s work draws the viewers into the painting, much like literature 

transports readers to different times and spaces.   

Slides 16-18 show Monet’s creative process and drafts for the Sower  

 Slides that tell stories: 

6, 9, 10, 11, 13, 24-27, 30,  

I will only choose a couple of these and have the students talk about lines and the use of color 

and what these strategies do for the painting. 
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Meaning and Culture: (p.31) 

 The importance of understanding cultural context when interpreting art.   

 Did knowledge of the historical and cultural context of Gilgamesh, Exodus, Ecology of a Cracker 

Childhood, or Muhammad affect the way you read these texts?  How?   

 

Possible Activities: 

#1:  Grid handout: p.4 of World of Art defines roles that artists may assume through their works.  Do any 

of the texts we have read fit these categories? In what ways? 

#2: A line activity:  Fig. 395-396, the Spiral Jetty reveals a transformation that this work experienced 

through the changes in water levels in the Great Salt Lake.  Each of our protagonists also experiences a 

transformation (they are not the same at the beginning of the text as at the end).  How would you draw 

a line that reflects the transformation of our protagonists?  (Choose one: Ray, Gilgamesh, Enkidu, 

Moses, Pharaoh, Muhammad) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


