
WHGC Spring 2005         Professor Brunello 

Writing Assignment  

 

 

Instructions:  

This paper is due in class on Wednesday, May 11
th

, 2005. Late papers will be marked 

down substantially so please make sure you turn this essay in on time. Respond to the essay 

assignment given below. Each paper must be no more than 5 pages in length, and must include a 

cover page with your name and the title. The cover page and works cited pages are not part of the 

five page limit. The paper may of course be less than five pages in length. You must use APA or 

MLA documentation style (consult the Writing Center and Diana Hacker, A Writer's Reference if 

you need help). The WHGC course texts are the only resources you may use for your paper.  

 Assignment:  

What is beauty and in what ways do our understandings of beauty define our lives, motivations, 

relationships, society and our world as human beings?  

In answering this question you will design your own essay, title and topic. You must 

select texts from the Spring WHGC course reading assignments, beginning with the final section 

on Beauty. The reading from this final section must be the foundation for the paper and then you 

may select, according to your theme and subject that you design, other texts and readings from 

the WHGC Spring sections on Power, Freedom, Nature and Science. Organize a clear, specific 

and analytical essay. You define the question and organize the essay.  

You may in your paper decide to discuss a wide range of topics. For example: Why is the 

question of beauty important? Like Truth, Freedom and Justice it is hard to define, and yet has 

certain qualities we also believe to be as universal. Although there is an element of beauty that is 

subjective, being always in "the eye of the beholder" there is also the ages long quest for a 

common human understanding, and the drive to express our lives and our work in light of what 

we believe is beautiful. Can we know beauty in contrast to the ugly and horrible? How is  

Beauty related to Power? To Freedom? To Nature and Science? MOST IMPORTANT: What do 

your readings on Beauty in the WHGC course suggest to you about the significance and the 

power of the idea of the beautiful? Be creative and serious about this essay.  
 


