
Western Heritage in Global Context   
Exercise for Friday's class: Science, Nature and Beauty  

 

Over this latest part of the course, we have been learning about the different ways that one can 

understand nature: through representational art, through poetry and through science. For this 

exercise, you will be divided into teams and assigned one aspect of nature to study.  
 
Instructions:  
Find a place, scene, or setting in nature that relates to the topic assigned your team. We will be 
asking you to look at the SAME EXACT thing in two different ways: one, using the viewpoint, 
methods and language of science and the other, using the viewpoint, methods and idiom of art (in 
this case, romantic poetry).  

You will spend approximately 20 minutes for making each set of observations; use your time 
wisely, as the class is only 65 minutes long. Teams will consist of 3-4 persons; half the team C 
can use the time to collect and analyze scientific data, and the other half can use the time to 
reflect on the same thing from an artistic perspective. The two halves of each team will get 
together for the last 10-15 minutes to compare notes and discuss findings.  

Suggestions for what you might do:  

Artistic: Compose a romantic poem in the style of Wordsworth of Keats about that same place, 
scene or setting. There is no set length for this poem, though you probably won't have time to 
compose an epic poem. You should consider how the romantic poets incorporated an 
understanding and appreciation for nature in their poetry.  

Scientific: What kinds of observations would a scientist make about the topic assigned? Do you 
need to formulate a hypothesis (testable statement about how the world works) to study this 
topic? For example, if you write about a pond, talk about the kind of pond - man made or natural; 
the kinds of wildlife and plants around the pond, etc. 

  
Or, you may want to devise an experiment (you don't have to carry it out, only devise it) to test 
some aspect of evolutionary or geological theory. In all cases, your statements should fit the 
criteria of good science: your observations should be detailed and consistent, they should make 
sense and they should be informative. 

You may also simply make a set of observations that could lead to an hypothesis, but you do not 

need to formulate one.  

As a reminder, here is a brief recap of the scientific method: 

The scientific method is the best way yet discovered for winnowing the truth from lies and 
delusion. The simple version looks something like this: 

1. Observe some aspect of the universe.  

2. Invent a tentative description, called a hypothesis that is consistent with what you have 
observed.  
3. Use the hypothesis to make predictions.   



4. Test those predictions by experiments or further observations and modify the hypothesis in the 
light of your results.  
5. Repeat steps 3 and 4 until there are no discrepancies between theory and experiment and/or 

observation.  

 

When consistency is obtained the hypothesis becomes a theory and provides a coherent set of 

propositions which explain a class of phenomena. A theory is then a framework within which 

observations are explained and predictions are made.  

Please type up the results of your exercise as a report. Please think about any insights that trying 
to describe or capture the essence of nature using these two different ways of looking at the 
world.  

The Report:  
Your final product should be divided up into the following sections:  

1. Headings: The team members' names and the topic that was assigned to you; 2. Part One: 
Scientific Observations Questions/Hypotheses  
Methods Used or required to answer the questions Data collected (or that should be collected) 
Results/ Conclusions  
3. Part Two: Aesthetic Observations  
Means of expression that was/were chosen (representational art, poetry, song etc.) The 
artwork/poem/song itself  
4. Part Three: Comparison and Contrast  
How do art and science see the world in different ways?  
How do art and science see the world in similar ways? What did you learn from this exercise?  
What did you find difficult about doing this exercise?  
What surprised you about this exercise, upon reflection?  
5. Part Four: Field notes, Sketches, Notes  
Please attach all materials used in the production of this exercise  

The class will be divided into teams of 3-4 people. Although two teams may be assigned the 
same subject, you must work separately.  

Teams 1 & 5: the weather  

Teams 2 & 6: animals  

Teams 3 & 7: pants  

Teams 4 & 8: water and soil  


