
Survival of the Fittest Jeopardy 
 
Rules: Divide into teams, each with one buzzer. Only one player at a time from each team can try to buzz in 
first to answer a question. Buzzers are then passed to a new team member after each question. A correctly 
answered question gives the player the right to eliminate a member of another team from the game or 
rehabilitate a member of his/her own team. He/she will also have the right to choose the category of the next 
question.  
 
Bashô

1. This form of Japanese poetry was the ancient predecessor of the Haiku: Waka. 
2. The number of total syllables in a classical haiku: 17. 
3. Other than the number of syllables, name one other guideline for “traditional” Haiku? 

Has seasonal word, has cutting word, lacks rhyme, lacks superfluous words.  
4. Name one major (non-Western) religion in Japan during the time of Bashô:  

Buddhism, Shintoism (Confucianism might also count).  
5. This is why Bashô gets separated from Sora: A terrible stomach ache. 
6. Bashô and Sora meet two women who beg to follow him; this was their occupation. Concubines.  

 
Wilson and Darwin 

1. E.O. Wilson is an expert on the behavior of these animals: Ants. 
2. What is Krakatau and what important thing happened there? It is a volcano that exploded. 
3. Wilson hoped to replicate the effects of Krakatau by taking advantage of what kind of natural disaster 

in Florida: Hurricane.  
4. What is the theory that Wilson tried to support in the Florida Keys experiment: Island Biogeography.  
5. Name either the ship Darwin traveled on around the world or the islands where he made his most 

interesting discoveries of new species: HMS Beagle or Galapagos Islands.  
6. According to Darwin, the evolution of species is driven by this process, which is defined as random 

mutation plus the survival of those mutations that are better fitted to their environment than others: 
Natural Selection.  

 
Hawking’s Personalities 

1. This scientist came up with three laws of motion and a law of universal gravitation: Isaac Newton. 
2. This scientist may have dropped two masses unequal weight from the Leaning Tower of Pisa: Galileo. 
3. This scientist discovered the theory of general relativity: Albert Einstein.  
4. This scientist discovered that light is really electromagnetic waves of different frequencies that travel 

at a fixed speed: James Maxwell. 
5. This Polish astronomer was the founder of the heliocentric theory of the universe: Nicholas 

Copernicus.  
6. Long before he had a space telescope named after him, this scientist had used telescopes to find out 

that there were many galaxies other than our own (and they were moving away!): Edwin Hubble.  
 
Hawking’s Concepts 

1. Hawking’s name for what would happen if the universe crashed in on itself to form a point of zero 
volume and infinite density: The Big Crunch.  

2. Name two of the four tests of a scientific theory: Simple and universal, make predictions, explain 
observations, and must be falsifiable. 

3. This is a theory of physics that predicts the behavior of subatomic particles but without including the 
force of gravity: Quantum mechanics. 

4. This effect is what causes light or sound sources moving away from us to appear to emit lower 
frequencies: Doppler Effect.  

5. The theory that suggests we cannot measure the exact position and velocity of a particle, meaning that 
we can never predict events with absolute certainty: Heisenberg’s Uncertainty Principle. 



6. This is the idea that if given the laws of the universe and all the information about the universe at one 
time, all other things about the universe can be predicted: Scientific Determinism. 


