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NOTES ON A WORLD OF ART 
 
This art-related section is primarily directed at understanding how and why art 
challenges us in terms of cultural values, religious beliefs, intellectual ideas, and 
in preconceptions of how we perceive beauty.  These concepts are juxtaposed 
against the literature and themes offered in the WHGC course. 
 
In the Sayre readings, additional information is given regarding the vocabulary 
used in discussing esthetic issues.  It is presumed that by understanding the 
tenants of the art making process, we begin to establish a comprehension of how 
the barrage of visual information which we are confronted with on a daily basis 
can be more intelligently understood through “visual literacy.” 
 
Finally, we consider the question: does the confrontational nature of 
contemporary art help (or hinder) our awareness of social ills and, by doing so, 
help our society in spiritual ways? 
 
 
SOME DEFINITIONS 
 
Physical Process of seeing: Reception – Extraction – Inference 
Reception = seeing, Extraction = information to brain, Inference = interpretation 
 
Seeing, a creative process:  Based on idea that we have 100 million sensors in 
our retinas which receive information vs. only 5 million channels to the visual 
cortex.  The brain has to choose, or edit its world view. 
 
Psychology of seeing:  We filter fears, prejudices, customs, desires, beliefs, and 
personal history in general in our perceptions of what we see. 
 
Fresco:  Painting on plaster, either wet (buon or true fresco) or dry (fresco seco).  
In the former, the paint is chemically bound to the plaster, in the latter, the paint 
is an independent layer, separate from the plaster proper (thus more subject of 
falling off over time). 
 
Performance Art:  A form of art, popular especially since the 1960’s that includes 
not only physical space but the human activity that goes on within it. 
 



Role of Artist:  (from Suzanne Lacy, page 48, Sayre) 
 
Private          Public 

    experience  reporter  analyst  activist 
 

• experiencer = gives tangible feelings about world 

• reporter = represents world in narrative 

• analyst = reveals hidden or universal truths 

• activist = gives new interpretation of world – helps us perceive things 
differently (this final process places the value of transformation above the 
creation of beauty). 

 
Contemporary Role of Artist: increasingly, artists move from receiver (artist with 
no audience) to changer (artist with audience). 
 
Implied line: A motion which started only, you are invited to follow it.  Examples: a 
pointing finger, people looking at something, or line of sight. (fig 83, pg. 67, 
Sayre), kinetic motion (Fig. 81, pg. 66, Sayre) which ask us to remember motion. 
 
Chiaroscuro: in Italian, light and dark, and the delicate balance between them. 
 
 
Anatomy of a Shadow: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Etching: process of subtraction by selective lowering of surface by acid etch for 
printing on a metal plate.  The acid eats into the plate where lines have been 
drawn, the wax is removed, and then the plate is inked and printed.  The 
resulting print is also called an etching. 


