
Activities for Things Fall Apart  

Read Things Fall Apart.  

Discussion or Writing:   

1) The narrator relates that "among the Ibo the art of conversation is regarded very highly and proverbs are the palm-oil with 

which words are eaten” (10). Pick a few of the traditional Ibo proverbs and discuss with you group mates what they mean. 

How do they function in Ibo culture? Focus particularly on the proverbs and stories told to the children. Try to remember some 

proverbs or stories that you know that accomplish similar aims. Compare your own proverbs with the Ibo proverbs. 

2) The narrator tells much of the internal thoughts and feelings of Okonkwo and other characters. How does the narrator judge 

the events which he/she relates. What clues in the book reveal the narrator’s perspective? Focus on the subtle irony and what 

events the narrator shares and whose story the narrator tells.  

3) How do the parent-child relationships have a bearing on our judgments of the Ibo culture? For instance, who do you like 

better? Okonkwo or his father Unoka? But also, who does the narrator seem to side with and is this the same person whose 

values the culture would esteem? Keep these judgments in mind as you read further in the book. 

4) How does Nwoye’s struggle for identity mirror Okonkwo’s own struggle? Are there reasons to believe that the father-son 

relationships in this novel have allegorical meaning in relation to the struggles of the natives to save traditional Ibo culture? 

5) Consider how your feelings about the Ibo culture change throughout the course of the story. What events in the story have 

the most dramatic impact on your respect for the values of the Ibo culture? How does the author’s style influence any changes 

that your feelings undergo?  

6) How do you perceive the British incursion into the Ibo world? How does the point-of-view of the narrative affect your view 

of the death of the British missionary in the Abame village? How does the author/narrator portray the District Commissioner 

in the end of the novel? 

7) List the qualities that are associated with some articti1ar group in your society. How do these stereotypes affect your way of 

thinking about this group? Could you-make the same kind of list from this other group’s perspective about your own culture? 

 

 

8) Imagine that you are a member of a different cultural group in this country. How does your culture’s value system differ 

from the mainstream values as presented by TV and other media sources? In what ways do you have to adjust to the 

differences in cultural values? 

 

 

9) Discuss the author’s use of symbolism in the novel. How do symbols function in the Ibo culture itself? Think about how the 

British presence affects these symbols and the sacred space of the Ibo culture. 

 

 

10) Obierika's thoughts are shared with the reader at times. He often reflects on the cultural mores and wonders about their 

rectitude (117-8). His introspection often raises issues which the narrative voice ignores. How does this character serve to 

offer compromises between the Ibo culture and the British culture?  

 

 



 

12) Is the author ambivalent about the erosion of traditional Ibo culture? What clues does the novel hold to the author's own 
feelings about the transition to a colonial regime? 

13) What do you know about the history of this culture to suggest that similar colonialism happened in the Americas? Who did 

it happen to? Does economic and technological conquest suggest the possibility for similar cultural losses in the world today? 

Go out and find resources that suggest this possibility. The Discover channel and National Geographic magazine are good 

places to start looking for evidence.  

14) Brainstorm to come up with a list of customs or sayings from the Ibo culture that you do not understand even after reading 

the novel. Then think about your own habits and customs. Can you think of things you do or sayings you hear that would be 

difficult for people of other cultures, someone from an Ibo village for instance, to understand? How would you explain these 

things to someone not initiated into this culture’s values?  

15) The text of this novel incorporates many characteristics of oral language literature, especially storytelling. But the novel 

also uses standard literary techniques of all kinds, including flashbacks, irony, understatement, and other storytelling 

techniques. Discuss how and why the novel blends the oral and written storytelling techniques. 

 

Activities 

 

1) A recurring theme in this story is the relationship between parents and children. Pick out any two sets of relationships and 

contrast them. How do these relationships in the Ibo culture differ from relationships in your own culture? Prepare a short skit 

for your classmates to demonstrate an exchange between parent and child for both the Ibo culture and your own culture. Try to 

maintain the same relationship (i.e. mother-daughter, father-son, etc.) and try to find a similar topic for each pair to act out. 

 

2) With a small group, write a chapter or a few paragraphs which depicts Ikemefuna’s death as Ekwefi or Nwoye would. 

 

3) Rewrite the story of the missionary’s death in the Abame village from the perspective of the missionary himself. 

 

4) In the closing scene of the novel, the District Commissioner remarks to himself that Okonkwo’s death would make a fitting 

addition to his book. Write the chapter or paragraph about Okonkwo’s death for the District Commissioner’s book. How does 

point-of-view affect what you write? 

 

5) In a small group, choose a common exchange from your school. Pick an event which involves several different categories 

of people from the school environment (i.e. students and teachers, or principals and students, etc…). Then have each member 

choose one actor from this exchange and write a short paragraph or two depicting that person’s feelings about the event. How 

does the focus on a specific person’s viewpoint from a group interaction mirror the ways that different cultures have different 

perspectives? Are we all our own individual culture? 

 

6) Collect a variety of types of songs that all focus on the same type of event-heartbreak, love, a journey, etc. and create a 

soundtrack to collect an of these different viewpoints together. Play it for your classmates and discuss .what Ways the different 

categories of music--country, rock, rap, classical, etc.--affect the presentation and the audience's reception of that presentation. 

 

7) Develop a plan for recasting the conflict of Things Fall Apart into an American tale. Cast the movie using celebrities or 

movie stars and share your plan and your cast with your class. Discuss what drove you to pick these actors to play the parts; do 

they have particular abilities or public personae that make them suitable for the role? 



10) Design a jacket for a hardback version of the novel. What do you want to include in the cover picture? Write out your 
blurb describing the action and conflict of the story. What do you want to emphasize?  

11) (For the teacher) Organize the class into groups of approximately six students each. Divide these groups into halves for a 
debate. The scenario for this debate is that concerned parents have come to the school board to argue that this book is 
irrelevant to their children’s lives. Have each group of three prepare to address this issue of relevancy, each half of a group of 
six representing one side of the issue. Clearly the book is written about an Ibo village in Nigeria. Should students study such 
an exotic place in an English classroom? Once the groups of six have debated the pros and cons, reconvene the whole class to 
vote for whether or not the book is worth studying. Which arguments convinced them one way or the other? 

12) Design a representation of an Ibo village based on what you read in the story. You may draw it, or build it out of any 
materials you want to use. You may also want to go to the library to see if you can find any pictures of an Ibo village. 

13) In a small group, imagine yourselves to be part of the Ibo village. Create two political fliers to circulate to your classmates. 
One flier will argue for traditional Ibo cultural ways, the other flier will argue for adopting the British cultural ways. What 
sorts of issues do you emphasize in each flier? Is your audience sympathetic to the cause you argue for in each flier? How does 
audience affect your flier? Do you want to include artwork? 

14) Some stories, ideas, and practices from the Ibo culture don’t make much sense according to American or British cultural 
values. Some of these cultural mores, such as leaving twins in the Evil Forest to die, are addressed from both perspectives in 
this novel. Brainstorm to discover as many of these unfamiliar practices as you can. Then try to discover an alternative 
practice from your own culture that would be antithetical to the Ibo’s way of life. Set up a chart contrasting the opposing 
cultural values and share it with your classmates. 

15) Create the premise for a TV series about the Umuofia village where Okonkwo is born. This novel serves as the pilot show, 
and the series will begin with Okonkwo’s death and focus on the ongoing story of the changing Ibo culture. Try to plot the 
show’s course for the first season. What would the season finale hold? 

16) Pick a theme song for this novel. What style of music best captures the intentions of the novelist? You may want to pick a 
style of music, and then write your own lyrics. The ambitious may want to perform their own song for their classmates. 


