
WHGC – Spring 1999 
Bashô, The Narrow Road to the Deep North
Poetry of Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, and Keats 
 

1. Introduction 
 

a. What is a poet? 
b. What is his function? 
c. How did Homer relate man, nature, and God(s)? (celebration of the hero) 
d. How did Dante relate man, nature, and God(s)? (exhibits the human soul) 

 
2. Students and Nature 
 

a. What is natural beauty? 
b. Why is nature beautiful? 
c. How do we perceive nature? 
d. From your reading, how did Bashô perceive nature? 

 
“Let everyone consider here how different we must suppose the perception to be, 
with which a Poet is transported upon the prospect of any of those objects of 
natural beauty, which ravish us even in his description. Men […] can tell all the 
specific differences of trees, herbs, minerals, metals; they know the form of every 
leaf, stalk, root, flower, and seed of all the species, about which the Poet is often 
very ignorant: And yet the Poet shall have a vastly more delightful perception of 
the whole;…” 
 
     Francis Hutcheson (1694-1746) 
     An inquiry concerning beauty, order, etc… 

 
3. Bashô’s man-nature relationship: 
 

a. Define “person serenity.” 
b. Why is nature “egoless”? 
c. Why is life “impersonal” in nature? 

 
Bashô’s way of life was based on the idea of Sabi: “One attains perfect spiritual 
serenity by immersing oneself in the egoless, impersonal life of nature.” 
    
     Makoto Ueda, Matso Basho

 
4. Group Activity: Compare and contrast the following passages: 
 

 Lines Written in Early Spring and pgs. 121-122 in Bashô. 



 It Is a Beauteous Evening and pgs. 129-130 (poem by Sora) in Bashô. 
 Frost at Midnight and pgs. 126-127 in Bashô. 
 Ode to the West Wind and pgs. 133-134 in Bashô. 
 To Autumn and pgs. 118-119 (not the one by Sora) and p. 135 

(whither…blows). 
 

a. What feelings or emotions are expressed? 
b. What senses are involved in the perception of these feelings and emotions? 
c. How did each author express these feelings and emotions? 
d. How does each poet relate man-nature-and god(s)? 
 

5. Final question(s): 
 Can you compare in general the place, perception, role of nature in Bashô’s 

poetry and the few poems you read from the “Romantics”? 
 

“It would be crude to say that the romantic poets were simply egoistic and 
narcissistic. But in them or through them, the poet’s isolated sensibility takes an 
egoistic form which sets up tremendous claims: 
 

 Of intuitive understanding and oneness with nature, in Wordsworth; 
 Of the ‘unacknowledged legislator’ of mankind, in Shelley; 
 Of the poet […] with a power of imagination enabling him to achieve 

complete self realization in a world created by the imagination, in Keats; 
 In Coleridge, the romantic isolation is a divine and inspired weakness, a gift 

which asserts itself against the poet’s conscious will…” 
 
Stephen Spender, A Choice of English Romantic Poetry

 
Possible presentations: Bashô’s life, The Romantic Movement. 
 
O.J. Campbell, J.F. Pyre, and B. Weaver. Poetry and Criticism of the Romantic 
Movement.  
Makoto Ueda. Bashô and His Interpreters. 
 


