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EXODUS 

 
Introduction:  

On Monday, 9/22, we will have an opportunity to discuss the assigned reading in the 

Book of Exodus. Texts may be discussed and interpreted in many ways. For example, a text may 

be viewed from the vantage point of social criticism. This is especially true of Exodus. Social 

criticism generally views a text as a discourse filled with ideological power and interest. In 

Exodus there are many voices of power, interest and advocacy (e.g. Moses, Aaron, Pharaoh, the 

Lord, and more).  

For example, in Chapters 1-15, we hear a narrative of liberation and revolution. By 

contrast, in Chapters 16 through 40, we can hear a narrative which seeks to establish order and 

power, especially one that has clear lines of authority and laws. In essence, the text can be 

considered political.  

 

Assignment:  

 

The class discussion will be broken into four parts. First, Part one will have a 7 minute 

presentation that introduces the Book of Exodus. This opening will explain the story and 

characters in Exodus, and what we know about when it was written. This 7 minute presentation 

will be given by GROUP #1.  

 

Part two of the discussion will have a 10 minute presentation looking at Chapters 1 to 15 of 

Exodus, as a narrative of liberation, revolution and social justice. This will be given by GROUP 

#3.  

 

Part three of our Monday discussion will have a 10 minute presentation looking at Chapters 16 

to 23, and chapters 30, 31 and 33 of Exodus as the establishment of authority and power for 

Israel: This will be given by GROUP #4  

 

Finally, Part four will move to a general discussion lasting until the end of class. This will be led 

by Groups #2 and #5. This final discussion will ask questions of the presenters, and to the class 

concerning the previous presentations. The discussion will also focus on comparisons of Exodus 

with The Odyssey. Comparisons should include questions about what we learn from these texts. 

How are they different? Are there similarities? What do we learn about power, authority, and the 

main values imparted by each text.  

The entire class must be ready to respond to questions, to participate and support the 

groups. The presentations in Parts 2 and 3 should bring examples from the text, read aloud, and 

be prepared to respond to questions and dialogue with the class.  

 

Good Luck. Have fun and work hard!!!  

 


