
EXODUS / THE ODYSSEY 
 

1. Other Sources 
Boadt, Lawrence. Reading the Old Testament: An Introduction. New York: Paulist Press, 1984. 

 

Frye, Northrop. The Great Code: The Bible and Literature. New York: Harcourt Brace 

Jovanovich, 1982.  

 

2. Two Discussion Models and Two Compelling Questions 
 

a. Each student brings in 6 written highlights from the texts (citing page numbers) – use 

quotes as springboard for discussion. 

 

b. Reading aloud from the texts – assigning different roles. 

 

c. List the 10 Commandments. If God were writing 10 Commandments for today’s world, 

would there be revisions? Have any of the Commandments expired? If so, what would 

the revisions be and why? If not, why not? 

 

d. Moses sees the face of God and has to turn away. What does the face of God look like? 

 

 

3. Creative Projects 
 

a. Viewpoints/Voices: Write a one page monologue or poem from the perspective of one of 

these characters in the Bible or Odyssey. Choose one piece of artwork from Sayre as a 

portrait of your character. Read papers aloud in class to hear a multitude of perspectives from 

the readings. Use springboard for discussion. Examples of characters: Hebrew midwife lying 

to Pharoah about the Israelite women, God, Pharoah, Moses seeing the face of God, the 

burning bush, the Golden Calf, the plagues, The Red Sea, Moses’ Mother’s last words to him 

before hiding him in the bulrushes. Penelope, Odysseus, Circe, Cylcops, Telemachus, 

Odysseus’ dog, suitors, heroes, god/desses, and monsters. 

 

b. Storyboarding: Depiction of the Bible in film: Charleton Heston as Moses in “The Ten 

Commandments” when the greatest special effect was the parting of the Red Sea. Imagine 

Steven Spielberg is doing films of Exodus and The Odyssey. You are his special effects 

cinematographer. Storyboard (draw, cut and paste images) the books of Exodus and The 

Odyssey. What are the highlights that need to be covered for the story to be told in 2 hours? 

Pitch your ideas to the rest of the class, the “producers” of the movie.  

 

c. Artwork – website research into paintings, drawings, sculptures that depict images from 

Exodus and Odyssey. Bring them to class. 

 

d. Worlds w/Gels and Masks – brief demonstration. 


