
Part I: 

How the Bible Came to Be (Stan Chestnut, Fitz Conner, Bruce Robertson, Chapin Lectures 

and notes) 

 

1. The Bible and Canon: 

 

a. The books that make up the present biblical canon (a term meaning “rule” or “norm” 

were chosen through a process that took place over a period of 1000 years.  

 

b. There was considerable agreement that the books known as the law or Torah (the first 

five books of the Bible) were the first books to be regarded as Scripture. That 

probably happened about 400 BCE  

 

c. The other two groups of books in the Old Testament, the Prophets and the Writings 

came to be regarded as Scripture later, between 400 B.C. E. and 100 A. C. E.  

 

d. Between the third and first centuries the Jewish Scriptures were translated into Greek 

for the benefit of Jewish colonists. This translation formed the Christian Old 

Testament.  

 

e. In 98 A. C. E. a council of Jewish scholars at Jamnia established criteria for 

determining how a book may be considered sacred. (Seven books, known as the 

Apocrypha, were rejected by this council) The Protestant Christian churches follow 

this list of Jewish books as their Old Testament. The Roman Catholic, Anglican, and 

Eastern Orthodox retain these seven Apocryphal books in their Old Testament.  

 

f. The first Christians, as well as Jesus, used the Jewish Scriptures as their Bible. Later, 

between about 50 and 125 A. C. E. they wrote their own Scriptures known as the 

New Testament.  

 

2. Bible Translations:  

  

a. The first Christian Bibles were written in Greek.  

 

b. The first official translation was undertaken by a literary scholar and priest, Jerome, 

between about 383 and 410 A. C. E. He was commissioned by the Pope to do a Latin 

version. This translation became known as the “Vulgate” from the Latin word 

meaning “common” or “everyday.” It was the standard version for over 1000 years.  

 

c. By the 8
th

 century only scholars could read the Bible. This resulted in a number of 

English Bible translations.  

 

Part II: 

The Old Testament 

 

1. The Old Testament, as accepted by Protestant churches, is a collection of 39 books.  



2. The Hebrew Bible is usually divided into three groups: 

 

a. The Law: The term Law, as applied to the first five books of the bible, is a translation 

of the Hebrew word torah.  

b. The Prophets: The second major group of books contains the three major prophets 

(Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel) and 12 minor prophets. In addition it includes 6 books of 

history from Joshua – 2
nd

 Kings).  

c. The Writings: The third group of books includes poetry, songs, hymns, wisdom 

instruction, and stories. This final grouping includes the “latest works” written in the 

Old Testament. 

 

Part III 

The Books of the Bible (pages 7-8 only) 

 

A. Genesis: (Greater explanation of specific stories in Part IV) 

 

1. Genesis is derived from a Greek word meaning “beginning.” 

2. The book of Genesis has several “beginnings:” 

a. of the human race.  

b. of marriage.  

c. of sin. 

d. of the Hebrew nation. 

e. and of God’s covenant or agreement with Abraham and Sarah and their 

descendants.  

  

3. Chapters 1-3 deal with questions that have been asked in every age: (the account 

of creation, temptation and fall) 

i. “Where did the world and its inhabitants come from?”  

ii. “Why is there evil in the World?”  

iii. It declares that God is the Creator of all, and human beings are the climax 

of God’s creation.  

iv. The rest of the book (and the Bible) tells how God has been active in this 

world to over come the effects of sin.  

4. Chapters 4, 5, 6: Cain and Abel (“Am I my brother’s keeper?”)  

5. Chapters 6-10 deal with the story of Noah and the great flood which is a story of 

punishment and grace.  

6. Chapter 11- Tower of Babel (means gate of God) - God is angry because of the 

presumptuous that people could know what only God knows (Greeks call this 

hubris - attempting to know what only the Gods could know).  

i. Different languages are created so the builders do not understand each 

other  

ii. and people are scattered over the face of the earth.  

7. Chapters 12-50 of Genesis focus on Abraham and Sarah, who were called to leave 

their home and go to a place called Canaan. There God established a covenant 

with Abraham, promising to give ham a homeland and many descendants.  

8. Chapter 20: Sodom and Gomorrah  



i. Issue of homosexuality  

ii. Issue of hospitality--3 angels arrive (one of who is God) disguised as men. 

In order to protect these men from the Sodomites he offers the crowd his 

two daughters.  

iii. These men and the family escape and Sodom and Gomorrah are destroyed 

iv. Incest: Lot’s daughters are worried that their line may die out. They get 

their father drunk and he makes them pregnant. There are two sons  

v. Moab - which becomes the founder of the Moabites  

vi. Ben-Ammi - which becomes the founder of the Ammonites  

9. Chapter 25  

i. Jacob and Esau  

ii. Jacob is to supplant Esau 

iii. They typify two ways of life (the herdsman vs. the hunter) (See later 

pages). 

10. This promise was repeated and made more clear from time to time throughout the 

Old Testament, until (according to. the Christians) it reached it greatest 

fulfillment in Christ.  

11. The stories of Abraham and Sarah’s descendants (Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph) 

conclude the book of Genesis.  

 

Part IV 

Abraham and Isaac (Genesis) 

 

A. Background Information:  

 

1. Abraham: The father of the Jews. Settled in Canaan.  

2. Sarah: Wife of Abraham  

3. Hagar: A bonds women who was given to Abraham by Sarah to be his second 

wife. Their son is called Ishmael.  

4. Isaac: Son of Abraham and Sarah who was born after Ishmael. 

5. Rebekah: The Wife of Isaac - Mother of Jacob and Esau.  

 

B. The virtue of Loyalty: Our view of loyalty goes back to the ancient Hebrew writings. In, the 

Hebrew scriptures the word for truth (emet) often means trust, faithfulness, honesty and fidelity. 

All of which suggests the notion of loyalty. 

 

C. The biblical word for faith and trust (amunah) often suggest loyalty, for one who has faith will 

cling to it or, in essence, one will be loyal to one’s faith. One’s loyalty is a test of one’s faith. 

Thus Ezra said the Lord found the heart of Abraham “faithful” before him. The classic Hebraic 

model of loyalty is the sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham on Mount Moriah. As generally interpreted 

this was a testing of Abraham’s loyalty to God.  

 

D. A widely read modern commentary states:  

There are loyalties which deserve all that a man can give, and in that giving he is blessed. 

Not only the story of Abraham but history in general... (gives) ... witness to the belief that this is 

true. Consider what men have done and will do for their clan or their country. They give their 



sons to die in battle, to “make the supreme sacrifice.” Though they themselves are bereaved, they 

trust threat their nation may be blessed, because through the dedication of young lives the nation 

may hear the promise which was spoken to Abraham, “Thy seed shall possess the gate of they 

enemies.” 

 

Part V  

Main Points of Abraham and Isaac 

 

1. After Isaac is born Sarah is jealous of Hagar and her son Ishmael when the two boys are 

old enough to play with one another.  

2. Sarah makes Abraham to cast out Hagar. Abraham is sympathetic and provides bread and 

water for Hagar. 

3. When the water is gone Hagar places her sop below a bush and says, “Let me not see the 

death of the child.”  

4. God takes pity on her and tells her that the child will survive and become father of a great 

nation. He will be the individual who begins the Ishmaelites.  

5. Hagar then sees a well and gives the boy water.  

6. God then tells Abraham to take Isaac to Mt. Moriah and make a burnt offering of Isaac. 

7. Abraham tells Isaac that they are to go the mountain and gather fire wood. Abraham is 

about to kill Isaac with a knife when an angel of the Lord stops him. The angel allows 

him to substitute a ram to be sacrificed.  

8. Abraham final act of faith.  

9. When Abraham is very old he sends a servant back to his homeland to select a wife for 

Isaac.  

10.  He is convinced that with God’s love the servant will find a suitable wife.  

11. The servant finds Sarah who offers him a drink and his camels water. 

12. The servant is taken with Sarah and offers presents to her brother as a dowry.  

13. When the servant returns with Sarah he calls Isaac “master”. From this it is assumed that 

Abraham has died.  

 

Part VI 

Jacob and Esau ri1 

1. Background Information 

a. Jacob: The son of Abraham who took the name of Israel. He was to father 12 sons 

who were to found the 12 tribes of Israel. He appears quick, opportunistic and 

selfish.  

b. Esau: Older brother of Jacob. Gives up his birth right for “red pottage” which is a 

stew of lentils. He appears greedy and careless of his heritage.  

c. Rebekah: Mother of Jacob, wife of Isaac (She produces children)  

d. Leah: Jacob’s first wife. He was deceived into marrying Leah because she was 

heavily veiled.  

e. Rachel: Jacob’s second wife. (She is the love interest) Main Points to remember:  

i. Jacob’s trickery (with the help of his Rebekah):  

ii. He (and Rebekah) gets Esau to give up his birth right.  



iii. He cheats Esau out of his father’s deathbed blessing by wearing gloves (to 

make him feel hairy), and preparing savory food, which makes Isaac think 

that he is Esau.  

iv. Esau comes back from the hunt to learn that the deathbed blessing had 

been given to Jacob.  

v. He wants Isaac to bless him a156. But the ‘blessing cannot be taken back. 

vi. When Rebekah hears of his plans she sends Jacob away. 

vii. Esau marries a Canaanite woman and falls into disfavor.  

viii. While Jacob is away he works for as a shepherd. 

ix. He meets the daughter of the owner of the flock whose name is Rachel and 

agrees to work seven years as a dowry. 

x. He is tricked into marrying her older sister (Leah) because she is heavily 

veiled.  

xi. He works for another seven years in order to marry Rachel.  


