
Notes for WHGC Faculty regarding Genesis and Exodus Readings 

Taken from conversations with Dr. Jim Annarelli, Religious Ethicist 

 

Three major themes in these two books are: 

1. Creation 

2. Redemption from bondage 

3. Building of community, that is, the creation of a people that is bound by covenant 

Main points of each theme: 

1. Creation: Genesis is seen by mainline theologians as a poetic and theological reflection of 

creation. (Be aware that some students from a fundamentalist background may argue that 

Genesis is a factual and literal interpretation of creation.) This is in counter-distinction to 

neighboring non-Hebraic peoples for the Genesis story provides for radical monotheism, 

one God who creates in a loving way rather than creating from battles among various gods. 

2. Redemption from bondage: This is an interpretative event of Yahweh saving people out of 

Egypt and here creating a community of persons bound to each other and to Yahweh by 

covenant. Covenant is foreshadowed in Genesis by the initial covenant with Abraham. 

Central forshadowing of Christian belief is this covenant. If one looks at legal codes from 

the period during which Exodus was written one finds that the commandments aren’t 

different in terms of form but in context. The Ten Commandments are specifications of 

covenant relationship between Yahweh and the Israelites. The relationship takes precedent 

over legalistic concerns. The law is seen as secondary to the relationship.  

3. Building of Community: The covenant establishes Hebrews as a people. The exodus 

experience is a community building experience as indicated through the events at Sinai. 

The nation becomes one based on principles of faithfulness to the covenant. Also, the well-

being of the community is of greater importance than the needs or the desires of an 

specific individual.. As these people build both community and nation, they are constantly 

being called back to the covenant and principles therein which is where the prophetic 

tradition comes in (when people act unjustly, the prophets call them back to the principles 

of the covenant, when worship becomes formalistic, the prophets call them back to the 

principles of faithfulness, justice, and mercy). 

Additional themes that emerge in these readings are orderliness, the goodness of creation, 

justice, the avoidance of formalistic worship, and the consistency between faith commitment and 

behaviors.  

 

Justice in these readings: 

 Exodus provides the foundation of an ethic reinforced by the prophets and provides 

premises for ethical requirements on how to treat strangers, how to interact with each other, and 

how to treat the weakest of the weak. This book provides a framework for right living in light of 

the covenant although it must be recognized that this framework is not well developed.  

The relevance of these readings for today: 

 From the point of view of an ethicist, one can see in historical context the working out of 

a vision of right living that is consistent with the religious tradition of people within whom it 

arose. A vision of the sacred is presented from which these peoples drew implications for how to 

live justly and this vision informed the subsequent development of western civilization.  

 An introspective position provides an understanding of a community of faith working out 

its faith in the specifics of individual and communal life norms, roles and expectations. 


