
Part One: What is the Bible? 

 

1. The Bible can be defined by the Greek word from which it comes – “biblia” which means 

books. It is a collection of books. 

2. This collection records the mighty acts of the living God and the relationship between 

this God (Yahweh) and creation in general, and human beings in particular.  

3. The Bible consists of two parts:  

a. The Scriptures used by Jewish communities consist of the books the Christians 

call the Old Testament.  

b. The Christian church includes in its Bible the books of the New Testament as 

well. Some Christians also include the books of the Apocrypha.  

4. Functions of the Bible:  

a. For believers it is the inspired word of God. 

b. It is the source of teaching and preaching.  

c. For believers it is the principal means by which one lives according to God’s will.  

d. It testifies that God is the source of all life, including the “new life” which comes 

through Baptism and the “eternal life” offered freely to all who believe in God’s 

Son, Jesus Christ.  

e. It is a story of a people and it merges with their historical memory.  

5. The Bible’s Authors and Language:  

a. Most biblical writings are anonymous. There is-evidence to suggest that some 

books may have been written by someone other than the person by whose name 

the book is titled. The simple use of a well-known person was thought to give the 

work more authority.  

b. Also, it appears that the final form of certain books, especially in the Old 

Testament, may have been edited and shaped by authors of varying periods and 

theological concerns.  

c. The Old Testament books were written between about 1100 to 100 BCE. Before 

being written the stories and laws were passed; from generation to generation by 

word of mouth.  

 

Part Two: How the Bible Came to Be 

 

1. The Bible and Canon:  

a. The books that “make up the present biblical canon (a term meaning “rule” or 

“norm”) were chosen through a. process that took place over a period of 1000 

years.  

b. b. There was considerable agreement that the books known as the Law or Torah 

(the first five books of the Bible) were the first books to be regarded as Scripture. 

That probably happened about 400 BCE. 

c. The other two groups of books in the Old Testament, the Prophets and the 

Writings came to be regarded as Scripture later, between 400 BCE and 100 BCE.  

d. Between the third and first centuries the Jewish Scriptures were translated into 

Greek for the benefit of Jewish colonists. This translation formed the Christian 

Old Testament.  



e. In 98 CE a council of Jewish scholars at Jamnia established criteria for 

determining how a book may be considered sacred. Seven books, known as the 

Apocrypha, were rejected by this council. The Protestant Christian churches 

follow this list of Jewish books as their Old Testament. The Roman Catholic, 

Anglican, and Eastern Orthodox churches retain these seven Apocryphal books in 

their Old Testament.  

f. The first Christians, as well as Jesus, used the Jewish Scriptures as their Bible. 

Later, between about 50 and 125 CE they wrote their own Scriptures known as 

the New Testament.  

2. Bible Translations:  

a. The first Christian Bibles were written in Greek.  

b. The first official translation was undertaken by a literary scholar and priest, 

Jerome, between about 383 and 410 CE. He was commissioned by the Pope to do 

a Latin version. This translation became know as the “Vulgate.” from the Latin 

word meaning “common or everyday.” It was the standard version for over 1000 

years.  

c. By the 8
th

 century only scholars could read the Bible. This resulted in a number of 

English Bible translations.  

 

Part III: The Old Testament 

 

1. The Old Testament, as accepted by Protestant churches, is a collection of 39 books.  

2. The Hebrew Bible is usually divided into three groups:  

o The Law: The term Law, as applied to the first five books of the bible, is a 

translation of the Hebrew word torah.  

o The Prophets: the second major group of books contains the three major prophets 

(Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel) and 12 minor prophets. In addition it includes 6 books 

of history from Joshua - 2
nd

 Kings).  

o The Writings: The third group of books include poetry, songs/ hymns, wisdom 

instruction, arid stories. This final grouping includes the “latest works” written in 

the Old Testament.  

 

Part Five: The books of the Bible (pages 7-8 only) 

 

A. Genesis:  

1. Genesis is derived from a Greek word meaning “beginning.”  

2. The book of Genesis has several “beginnings”:  

a. of the human race.  

b. of marriage.  

c. of sin   

d. of the Hebrew nation  

e. and of God’s covenant or agreement with Abraham and Sarah and their 

descendants.  

3. Chapters 1-3 deal with questions that have been asked in every age:  

a. “Where did the world and its inhabitants come from?”  

b. “Why is there evil in the World?”  



c. It declares that God is the Creator of all, and human beings are the climax of 

God’s creation.  

d. The rest of the book (and the Bible) tells how God has been active in this 

world to overcome the effects of sin.  

4. Chapters 6-9 deal with the story of Noah and the great flood which is a story of 

punishment and grace. 

5. Chapters 12-50 of Genesis focus on Abraham and Sarah, who were called to leave 

their home and go to a place called Canaan. There God established a covenant with 

Abraham, promising to give him homeland and many descendants.  

6. This promise was repeated and made more clear from time to time throughout the Old 

Testament until it reached it greatest fulfillment in Christ.  

7. The stories of Abraham and Sarah’s descendants (Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph) conclude 

the book of Genesis. 

 

E. Exodus: Greek word meaning “going out.” (Israelites from Egypt)  

 

1. Hebrews were delivered from slavery as the prime example of God’s mercy and love.  

2. This exodus was also a preview of God’s deliverance of all from sin, through Christ.  

3. God liberated Israel from bondage just as Christ frees us from sin, death, and the 

power of the devil.  

4. Exodus shows how God revealed herself:  

a. the burning bush, 

b. to Pharaoh and the Egyptians in the 10 plagues,  

c. the Red Sea crossing,  

d. and to the Israelites at Mt. Sinai. (10 Commandments) They were instructions 

in how to honor God and one’s neighbor.  

5. The 10 Commandments help to develop three types of law: 

a. moral: aiming at personal purity  

b. ceremonial: as an aid in worship  

c. civil: to encourage the people to serve others. 

 


