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The Gospel of Luke 
 

The New Testament (a.k.a Greek Testament) 

The New Testament is a collection of 27 books written by various authors of the Jewish community and 

the Greek-speaking world at various times and places.  Relative to the Old Testament, the New Testament 

was written during a narrow span of time from AD 50 to AD 125. 

 

The Old Testament describes the covenant God established with the world through the chosen people of 

Israel.  The New Testament describes a covenant established through Jesus Christ, the long-awaited 

Messiah, as prophesied in the Old Testament.  Thus, Jesus is seen as the fulfillment of the Old 

Testament, and the Christian Church is a continuation of Israel’s history. 

 

The four Gospels 

The first four books of the New Testament are known as the “gospels”, which literally means “god-spell” 

(meaning “good news” or “good tidings”).  The four Gospels (Mathew, Mark, Luke, and John) tell the “good 

news” of Jesus though the events in his life, his ministry and teaching, and death and resurrection.  The 

Gospel of Mathew, Mark and Luke are known as the “synoptic” gospels because they take a common view in 

which they chronicle the life and teachings of Jesus in a similar way.  The Gospel of John does not follow 

the same sequence of events as the three other Gospels and contains much material not found in the 

others.  All the gospels were written after the death of Jesus (more than 40 years later) and it is 

believed that John was written after the end of the first century. 

 

Gospel of Luke 

The author of this gospel wrote for a community which awaited the arrival of God’s Kingdom, while living 

as loyal subjects of the Roman Empire.  Evidence suggests that the author was a physician (named Luke) 

and traveling companion or follower of the apostle Paul.  Who ever wrote Luke also wrote the Book of 

Acts, which describes the growth and expansion of Christianity after the death of Jesus and the ministry 

of Paul.  Thus, the Gospel of Luke may be considered the first part of a two-part story that begins with 

the birth of Jesus and ends of Paul’s ministry. 

 

The purpose of the Gospel of Luke is provided in Chapter 1 (1-4): “Since many have undertaken to set 

down an orderly account of the events that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to 

us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, I too decided, after 

investigating everything carefully from the very first to write an orderly account for your, most excellent 

Theophilus, so that you many know the truth concerning the things which you have been instructed.”  

According to this, Luke wrote to Theophilus, but who was he?  Many ideas have been proposed such as he 

was considering becoming a Christian; he was a government official, or an influential citizen of nobility.  

Some scholars suggest that Luke was not writing to Theophilus exclusively, but the work was intended to 

be widely distributed for ecclesiastical purposes. 

 

Luke’s purpose of writing the Gospel has been under debate.  Perhaps he was making a case for 

Christianity as not being a threat to the Roman Empire, or perhaps the Gospel was written to reassure 

those questioning the arrival of Gods’ Kingdom.   

 

Palestine was under the rule of Emperor Caesar Augustus.  King Herod ruled the region in which Jesus 

lived and was known as a tyrant that oppressed the Jews.  Emperor Augustus decreed a census of the 



provinces to tax his subjects; taxation was as high as 50% of one’s income.  Scholars believe that the 

Lord’s prayer (one of the most well known passages in the Gospel of Luke) is a response to the heavy 

taxation (Chapter 11: 1-4). 

 

 

Some of the major ideas or emphases in the Gospel of Luke: 

• Christians who believed in the Kingdom of God can also be loyal subjects to the Roman Empire 

• Jesus shows compassion and ministers to “outsiders” such as the poor, the blind, women, people 

marginalized in society, the oppressed, etc. 

• Jesus was open and sympathetic toward the hated Samaritans and Gentiles (non-Jews) 

• Using parables to express how Luke portrays Jesus (e.g. his commitment to social issues, 

particularly with regard to those on the margins of society).  Some of the parables are unique to 

Luke. 

• Salvation 

 

 

General Discussion Questions 
 

A. Questions regarding “the sacred” 

1. In the lecture “What is sacred?” by Professor Kyle Keefer, he mentions that religion has three 

elements: myths/stories, rituals and symbols.  How are these elements exemplified in 

Christianity?  Are any of these elements found in the Gospel of Luke? 

 

2. What is sacred about Christianity and Jesus to the Christian?   

 

3. What is sacred about Judaism to the Jew?  Since Jews consider the Sabbath to be sacred, does 

Jesus violate the Sabbath by performing miracles on the Sabbath or is he justified in doing so 

since he is doing good works? 

 

4. Citing specific examples from the Gospel of Luke, how are the encounters with Jesus portrayed as 

sacred experiences? 

 

B. Questions regarding the life of Jesus 

1. How is Jesus portrayed in the Gospel of Luke?  Cite specific examples and passages. 

• There are many examples here: his teachings, miracles, compassion to “outsiders” etc. that 

students can cite 

 

2. The birth of Jesus is described in two of the gospels – Luke and Mathew, both of which offer 

different perspectives of his birth.  Compare and contrast the birth of Jesus in Luke and Mathew 

(For Luke see Chapter 2:1-20, and for Mathew see Chapter 1:18-25 and 2:1-12). 

 

3. How do the people in the gospel react to the teachings of Jesus?  Why wasn’t he accepted by 

everyone?  Cite specific examples. 

• For example, Jesus wants to spread his message to the Gentiles (non-Jews), and they 

reacted negatively and wanted to throw him off a cliff 

• Eventually Jesus was put to death for his teachings.  Are there any parallels between 

Jesus and Socrates? 

 

4. What are some of the miracles performed by Jesus to illustrate that he was who he said he was? 



 

5. Jesus offers advice on how to live a just life.  Provide at least two passages that reflect his views 

on how a follower should live. 

• Chapter 6: 27-31 & 37-38 

• Chapter 14: 7-14 

• Chapter 18: 18-30 

 

6. In Chapter 18:22, Jesus states, “There is still one thing lacking.  Sell all you own and distribute 

the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”  Would you be 

willing to give up your possessions in order to follow and serve Jesus? 

 

7. Why does Jesus teach in parables? (See Chapter 8:9-10).  What is the value of teaching in 

parables?  Is this method, or something like it, found in any of the other works we have read this 

semester?  (e.g. Plato, Tao Te Ching) 

 

 

C. Overview Questions 

1. What is the role of women in the Gospel of Luke? 

   

2. What are some of the values that the Gospel of Luke teaches Christians? 

 

3. How do Hindu, Jewish and Muslim beliefs differ from Christianity?  In what ways are they 

similar? 

 

4. Why do you think Christianity has been a dominant religion throughout human history and all over 

the world? 

 

5. Which sacred texts and/or beliefs will help you find peace in your life? 


