
WHGC  I – Fall, 2006 

Transition to Sacred Unit 

Possibilities for Section Day, Wednesday, Nov. 8 

Continue with Tao Te-Ching as appropriate.   

    In preparation for sacred texts to come (esp. Luke) focus, perhaps, on  

1) Lao Tze’s teaching methods  (in contrast to Mencius’ for whom the audience/student is the same; 

Socarates’, Homers’ , Moses’, and ultimately Jesus’) 

2)  appeal to intuition  (1:  “Names can name no lasting name.”  5:  “Longwinded speech is exhausting. 

                Better to stay centered.”) 

3)  appeal of metaphorical, paradoxical, even the irrational expressions (46: “With Tao under heaven, 

               stray horses fertilize the fields”; 47:  “The further you travel, the less you know.”) 

4)  the lack of miracles or divine intervention (in contrast to Gilgamesh, Odyssey, Exodus, Job) 

5)  concept(s) re the Sage:  (e.g., 58:  “Therefore the Sage squares without cutting, corners without 

          dividing, straightens without extending, shines without dazzling.”;  60:  Not that their power 

          does not harm people, but the Sage does not harm people.”; 63:  “Therefore the Sage never 

         attempts great things and so accomplishes them.”)  

6)  concepts associated with the Tao and with Heaven; compare with references in Mencius; compare 

          and contrast with Plato’s Good.  (62: “Tao is the mysterious center of all things, a treasure for  

          those who are good, a refuge for those who are not.” 8:  “(water) pools where humans disdain to 

         dwell, close to the Tao.”; 4:  “Tao is empty—Its use is never exhausted.  Bottomless—The origin 

         of all things.”) 

      7)    legend of Lao Tze writing the Tao Te-Ching before disappearing into the wilderness. 

  Prepare for above by contemplating good and evil, soft and hard, etc.  and by basic Tai Ch’i exercise. 

 

  Offer some bonus points for attending Orchid Ensemble Concert Wednesday evening, 7:30, Fox Hall 

 

Suggestions for Introducing Book of Luke, Monday, Nov. 13 

Briefly summarize scholars’ best guesses about dates of 4 Gospels and audiences for each.  (Matthew, c. 75- 

   80 C.E., to Jews familiar with prophesies; Mark, c. 65-75 C.E., to Romans; Luke, c. 85 C.E., to Greek- 

   speaking non-Jews; John, c. 95 C.E, to Hellenized non-Jews familiar with both Plato and mystery religions.  

Tease out answer re whom Luke is addressed and what the concerns are.  Note lineage in 3: 23-38) all the 

    way back to Adam! 

Special attention to miraculous birth story, Ch. 2 (as compared to Gilgamesh, Adam and Eve, Greek gods,  

    Buddha) 

Connections for prophesies of Isaiah and others; importance of the Word (4: 4) and fulfillment of  

      Scripture (4: 21). 

Note importance of being anointed to preach (4: 18) 

Note of Jesus’ teachings with God (and Good) vs. Satan /devil (and  Evil), opening of Ch. 4. 

Note willingness to sit with / preach to “publicans” vs. Pharisees (5: 19-39) and to be rejected (4:16). 

Point out first use of a parable to teach (new wine in old bottles) (5:  33-39).  See also Parable of Good 

   Samaritan:  5:25-37 

Note ability to work miracles and to be a “fisher of men”, (Ch. 5). 

Note ability to heal (be a Physician), (5:12-16 leper, 5:17-26 paralytic, 6:6-11 withered hand; 7: 11-17 

   raising of widow’s son; 8: 26-39 demoniac; , etc. 

Consider importance of / need for disciples and Twelve Apostles, including Judas (6:12-16). 

Consider blessing in 6:20-26:  “Blessed are you who are poor…hated…reviled” and even female. 

Incorporate points made at Friday lecture. 

 


