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A PREFACE TO CICERO’S PRO ARCHIA:  

An Interactive Game 

BY DANIEL R. FREDRICK    

 

Image from http://www.sacred-destinations.com/turkey/antakya-maps.html. 

(1) Imagine you are Archias: you are seventeen and 

dying to get on with your life (after all, it is 

103 BC!). You are finishing up your studies in 

philosophy and literature and rhetoric. You are 

honored as being one of the best writers in the 

city. You’ve done some teaching. You love to 

travel. A friend of yours makes maps, and you love 

looking around at cities on maps (dreaming of 

enchanting places to work). Using the map above, 

find your boyhood home in the Hatay region of 

Turkey, what is now called “Antakya,” (but what you 

call Antioch).  

What is Cicero doing? Meanwhile, far away a toddler in Arpinum (now 

Arpino, Italy) is three years old; he has a great cry. His father, 

while harvesting garbanzo beans (chick peas, what the Romans called 

“Cicero”), can hear this toddler screaming from inside the villa. You 

will teach this toddler in the future, and he will eventually save you 

in a court trial.  

http://www.sacred-destinations.com/turkey/antakya-maps.html
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FROM http://www.welt-atlas.de/datenbank/karten/karte-4-634.gif 

Students NB: photos must be cited.  

(2) You now are 18. Free to leave! Your friend shows you another map. In 102 BC, all of 

your school mates are leaving Antioch to make careers around the Mediterranean. 

Likewise, you have one goal—TO LIVE AND WORK IN ROME. Using the map 

above, how would you get to Rome? Would you take the land or sea? Keep in mind, 

travel is not easy. Murderers stalk the land and Pirates the seas. Would you do both land 

and sea travel? Keep in mind if you sail between the toe of Italy and Sicily, the waters are 

hostile, whirlpools with jaws…. The Appian Way, the Great Roman road stops at 

Brundisium, a port city in the “heel” of Italy. Also note that ship docks are closed Nov 

thru April.  

 What stops would you (you the student at Eckerd) make along the way?  

   

What is Cicero doing?  Meanwhile, the boy Cicero is four. Rumor is spreading 

around the little town of Arpino that the Tulli have given birth to a genius. While the 

other Arpino children are still wetting their beds, Cicero is speaking and reading Greek.  

 

 

http://www.welt-atlas.de/datenbank/karten/karte-4-634.gif
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HOW DOES OUR CULTURE REWARD POETS? 

 

http://www.wikihow.com/images/a/aa/Waiter.JPG                        http://www.worst-jobs.com/ 

 

   Reasons why Archias’ father would have urged him to be a POET.  

• Poets make tons of cash  

• Poets work for CEOs, Generals, Statesmen  

• Poets get to travel—at the expense of their employer 

(3) Soon, Archias got word that L. Lucullus, a general, was hiring a poet. The ad for the 

position probably went something like this:  

a. Need Poet skilled in basics of hiking and camping to accompany top general on 

exploits. Poet must be fully in touch with mos maiorum, the customs and values 

of the Roman people (hard work, don’t cry, father knows best, duty to country). 

Poet must also be highly skilled at encomia (especially for great men such as L. 

Lucullus) and must be able to at all times unleash an arsenal of rhetorical 

flourishes in mealtime discussions and especially in verse. Poets who indulge in 

personal feelings or free verse need not apply (and need not be considered 

Roman).  

  

 

 

 

http://www.wikihow.com/images/a/aa/Waiter.JPG
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Which excerpt, had Archias submitted it, do you think would have landed Archias 

the job? 

(A)  Once again, I'll say I'm sorry/For a thing I didn't do/Because it's easier to 
accept the fault/Than to get what I'm getting from you./You're giving me a 

feeling/Like none I've felt before;/A feeling of loss and guilt and pain/That's 

gnawing at my very core.        

 http://members.tripod.com/~Godlette/poetry.html 

BONUS QUESTION: HOW MIGHT LUCULLUS RESPOND TO THIS SUBMISSION? 

(B) so much depends/upon a red wheel barrow/glazed with rain water/beside the 

white chickens. (WC Williams) 

BONUS QUESTION: HOW MIGHT LUCULLUS RESPOND TO THIS SUBMISSION? 

(C) Swords of death hack foreign bone/The Roman warrior wild to hear the enemy 

groan/Great Lucullus! Whose name is higher? Who forced Mithridate’s troops to 

expire?   

BONUS QUESTION: HOW MIGHT LUCULLUS RESPOND TO THIS SUBMISSION? 

 

(4) You had a great time with Lucullus, and wrote some fantastic war 

poems. You even had a chance to travel to many Asian cities. You were 

surprised (and delighted) that mobs would await your entry into the 

cities, begging you to recite some verses. You sometimes felt that you 

were more admired than the subject of most of your poems (Lucullus); it 

was you they loved, not so much him.  

When you return to Rome, Lucullus shows you his new map and says, “Using my 

political powers, I have encouraged the Heracleans to make you a citizen of 

Heraclea.” The Heracleans were overjoyed for you to be a citizen of their 

city. You were poetry royalty, and they knew it. Today, ancient Heraclea is 

near Taranto. Using the map below, find this city.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Gulf_of_Taranto_map.png 

http://members.tripod.com/~Godlette/poetry.html
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What is Cicero doing?      Meanwhile, for the next ten years, you are happily teaching in Rome. One day a young 

man of about 15 years, yes, Cicero, sits in the front row of your poetry and literature course. He listens attentively, 

remembers everything, and when he contributes to class discussion, he impresses everyone. During recitations, his 

voice is deep and rich, his gestures, dramatic and graceful. The young man seems to have the presence and power of 

Demosthenes and an Isocratean talent for language. He is so good at declamation (a public speaking exercises in 

which one “debates” himself, arguing in favor of a proposition and then, with equal conviction, arguing against it) 

that parents of his schoolmates are late to work so that they can—not watch their own kids declaim—but so that they 

can watch Cicero declaim. He is also in the forum for hours and hours watching lawyers plead and often is at the 

theatre watching actors perform. After class, he talks of his dream of being the first in his family to become consul. 

You laugh a bit to yourself. Few men, without family connections, make it in Rome. But then again this student 

really is special. He would later say that it was the study of literature that allowed him to become the greatest 

orator of the day (and perhaps it was this study of literature, which he lavishly praises during the trial, which 

allowed him to win the case for his poetry teacher!). 

  

 

 

(5) It has been a little over ten years since you left Antioch. You remember last year, (when 

you were traveling from Rome to Heraclea to dine with eminent actors from Greece who 

were performing Antigone), how the people of Venusia were criticizing Rome and its 

leaders.  

 You thought some of them were overreacting a bit about inequalities between the rich 

and the poor, the awful housing conditions in the city, the smell of feces in the streets. One 

angry fellow even spoke of setting the Forum on fire. You felt this was an unfair criticism. 

After all, the baths were always heated and clean, the toilets always worked (for the rich and 

the poor), food was never scarce, and even though peacock was a bit pricey, the bread was 

always excellent. And in Rome, there was always something interesting to do in the 

afternoon: perhaps see Hortensius or Crassus and Antonius do a “mule kick” with their legs 

during a passionate moment in a murder trial.  

How shocked you were when those townspeople took up arms in 91 BC and revolted against 

Rome. Truly, Social War in this day and age!? Unbelievable.  You encouraged other 

Heracleans to put down their arms. And you spent time entertaining the people of Tarentum 

and Rhegium and Neapolis with your poems. You were a big success. They gave you keys to 

the city and showered you with fruits and meats and linens.  

Then, in 90 BC, one of the greatest events of your life happened. Julius Caesar was giving 

Roman citizen rights to those cities which did not join Venusia in war against Rome. You 

were a citizen of Heraclea and Heraclea did not engage in war! Voila! You are a citizen of 

Rome now.  
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What is Cicero doing?       He is serving in the Social War.  

Author’s interjection:  

• Was Julius Caesar wise in encouraging cooperation? 

• Lex Julia = grants citizenship to those who did not revolt in the Social 

War .  

• Harkening back to the unit on justice: Was the revolt of the Venusian’s 

just? Was the Lex Julia a just law?  

• Is there anything in recent times about granting automatic citizenship?   

 

(6) The Lex Julia was like winning the lottery. And then, one year later in 89 BC, you were 

astonished that your Roman citizenship was clinched even more. Why? The Lex Plautia 

Papiria (named after the two tribunes, M. Plautius Silvanus and C. Papirius Carbo) 

granted citizenship to the social war rebels! It seemed everyone one was covered!   

Author’s interjection: Archias was supposed to read the fine print: he needed to check in 

with the Praetor (PREE tor) (a government official) in the first two months, but perhaps 

he just figured all was covered?  

  What is Cicero doing? It’s only a year later. He is studying everyday, declaiming everyday, 

and watching lawyers and actors every day. He is also finishing his first book called “De 

Inventione,” a manual for curing writer’s block. He’s published at 17. Cicero is starting to 

realize that he writes more than most people read.  

 

(7) Laws change, you know. For 25 years you were enjoying your travels throughout Italy. 

Now it is 63 BC. You were in Rome watching your star student, Cicero, prosecute that 

terrorist leader Catiline. His oration combined depth of argument with the elegance of 

literary style. Your student was now an impressive helmsmen of the state. And Rome 

needed more citizens like Cicero, for terrorists and rebels were real, constant, daily 

threats. Because of this, you had grown more fearful of coming to Rome.  

 

Question: If laws change, do laws have anything to do with Truth? Does Truth change? 

Can something be “more true?”  
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(8) You were so moved by Cicero that you decided to compose some verses about his service 

to the republic. You started them, but became distracted. You had heard something 

horrible was brewing: Pompey’s organization was out to destroy your boss, Lucullus. 

You knew they would come after you not only to stop your publications in favor of 

Lucullus, but to shut down one more vote as well. If you were a citizen, you could vote 

against Pompey.   

Question: What is the relationship between FACTS and TRUTHS? If Pompey succeeds in 

shutting down votes, it may become a “fact” that he obtained the most votes. But does this 

fact reveal the “truth of the matter?”  

(9) Pompey got you! He paid a lawyer Gratius to prove you were not a citizen. Who  is there 

to call? Who could be strong enough to support you in court and win? Who could help 

you especially when the documents of your citizen ship were destroyed in a fire years 

ago?  

 

    YOUR CASE LOOKS BAD:   

 The prosecutors, led by Grattius, gathered the following information against you.   

(1) There were no government documents that showed you was a citizen of Heraclea. 

(2)  You had no physical address in Rome.  

(3)  You do not appear on the census forms. 

  

 In short, there’s no hard evidence to prove you have a legitimate “green card.” Imagine 

today, an immigrant getting stopped with no I.D. and no Alien Registration number. What would 

one do? You’d need to call the greatest lawyer in the yellow pages, no? In Rome, that would be 

Cicero. (For Cicero, this trial was a great change in his life. For years, he had supported 

Pompey, but his defense of Archias was a clear sign that he was supporting the senatorial party 

over the possible dictactorship that Pompey desired to instate). Cicero wins the case (we can 

assume since Archias was still living in Rome the following year), and how he won is recorded 

for us in the Pro Archia.  

 


