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A DOZEN STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS FOR “PRO ARCHIA” 
 (Partly inspired by Father F.P. Donnelly S.J.) 

 

(1) The first striking feature of the Pro Archia is how unorthodox this 

style is for a trial. Cicero quickly abandons the case in order to praise 

Archias’ discipline (poetry). What kinds of people do you suppose 

this jury was comprised of? And what other possible “audiences” 

may Cicero have in mind?  

 

Nudge: although Cicero doesn’t stay focused on the legal issue 

of the case, his language is too elegant and sophisticated for us 

to say that the jury was just a bunch of lame-brains who were 

easily duped.  

Double nudge: Cicero’s trials were often re-composed after the 

real trial in order to influence Roman culture. In other words, 

what we are reading is not the “actual” trial, but Cicero’s 

reconstruction of it for a greater purpose and a wider audience. 

What “larger issue(s)” are here? Do they have any connection 

with our WHGC course? Indeed, to what extent would Cicero 

approve of WHGC?  

 

(2) How does Cicero break down barriers between himself and the jury?  

 

Nudge: find textual evidence which shows Cicero’s tempering 

his qualifications with “due restraint.”  

Double Nudge: How does Cicero establish “humilitas” 

(humility) in the introduction? And why do you suppose the 

jury let him deviate from “court style.”  

 

(3)  Why do you suppose Cicero calls Archias “Aulus Licinius” in his 

opening statement?   

 

(4) What is the effect that Cicero’s literary style have on the case? Is his 

literary style merely for showing off? Or is there some “logic” to it? 

 

(5) Cicero’s sentences can be quite long. What features of his style do 

you notice which would help him memorize and speak these lines, 

even though lengthy?  
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(6) Part of Cicero’s artistry was to write sentences that would be, when 

spoken live, forceful and even rhythmical or musical. Where do you 

see this feature?  

 

(7) Cicero believed it was the speaker’s duty to teach, delight, and 

persuade an audience. Where do you see Cicero explicitly 

demonstrating these three features?  

 

(8) So, was Archias a citizen or not? What was the truth?  

 

(9) How do communities use language to establish truth? How would 

Plato view this trial? Can citizenship be scientifically verified?  

 

(10) Many scholars argue that Cicero would have been thrown out 

of court for his irrelevant discussion about how great poetry is. How 

do we determine the justice of this court, this trial?  

 

(11) What role does effective language play in 

discussing/determining justice and truth? Is artistic and effective 

language merely dressing for thought? Or is it more intimately 

connected?  

 

(12) The role of ethos is central in the Pro Archia. Ethos is often 

referred to as the “credibility” and “persona or character” of the 

writer. More specifically, Aristotle explains that a “good ethos” is 

marked by (1) intelligence (2) moral character (3) good will.  

 

a. Where specifically do you see Cicero showing intelligence, 

moral character and good will?  

b. Where do you see Cicero highlighting Archias’ intelligence, 

moral character and good will?  

c. Where do you see Cicero appealing to the judges’ intelligence, 

moral character and good will?  

  

  

 

 

 

  

 


