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THE PLAYFUL CICERO  

 
THE ART GROUP 

 

1. In the photo below, Cicero is denouncing the terrorist Catiline (the shunned, 

sulking fellow in the bottom right corner).  

 

If you were to illustrate a court scene of  

the Pro Archia, what changes would you make to the picture 

below?  

 

• How far away would Cicero be from Archias? (Notice the great distance Cicero is 

from Catiline.) 

• Where would Archias sit? (Marginalized in the corner or in some greater seat of 

honor?) 

• Would anyone sit next to Archias? (Notice the great space between Catiline and 

the rest—as if Catiline had not bathed.)  

• How would you illustrate the audience (Look at all those Senators walking around 

and seeming to gossip with each other.)  

• How would you illustrate Archias? (What specifically suggests that Catiline is 

both “busted” and “ticked off?”)  

• Activity: draw an abstract version the trial of Archias. Discuss your art.  

 

 
 
Cicero Denouncing Catiline, engraved by B.Barloccini, 1849 

From: <http://encarta.msn.com/media_461544796/Cicero_Denounces_Catiline.html>. 
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THE TV SHOW OR NEWS GROUP 

   
2. Court Trials make for great entertainment.  

a. How many TV court shows can you name? 

b. How many movies with big court scenes can you name?  

 

Activity (Choose C and D or C and E)  

C. Write a “Back of the DVD case” description of Pro Archia.  

D. Write a brief 3 minute news report of the trial.  

E.  Do a “People’s Court” version of the Pro Archia.  

  

THE PUBLIC SPEAKER’S GROUP 
 

 

3. Court Trials, like stage dramas, can be re-enacted or “performed.”   
a. Analyze a passage in light of performing it.  

i. What would the tone of voice sound like? 
ii. What gestures and body language would best complement the 

passage? 

iii. Where would an actor most likely pause? 

iv. What words would be emphasized? 

Activity 

b. Perform short excerpt.  

 

FILM STAR GROUP 
 

4. Cicero shifted genres in the Pro Archia. He is supposed to be speaking the style of 

the court, yet speaks in a more literary style. What if we too shifted genres? What 

if we cast the Pro Archia as….. 

a.  A Western…. 

b. A Romance… 

c. A Horror… 

d. A Mafia film… 

e. A Comedy… 

 

What changes in arguments and style would take place?  

 

Activity  

 

Act out a section of the intro in one of the genres above.  

 

An even crazier idea: What if  we moved all of the characters in the Pro Archia to 

Beef O’Brady’s restaurant. Who would do what? [Could this tell us anything about 

the social dynamics in the text?] 


