
FIRST DAY VS. SECOND DAY OF DISCUSSION.  

 

Many of the above questions could be addressed on either the first or second discussion day. If you stick with Part Ion the first 

day, you do not see Sal and Dean traveling together, but you learn a good deal about the two. For the second day, you might 

discuss how Sal's views develop towards Dean as he experiences more "on the road.”  

 

Other topics, probably for the second day:  

1. What is the role of spontaneity vs. planning in the road adventures of Dean and Sal? How do you plan your trips? Your life? 

Is this journey "on the road" a metaphor for life?  

2. What is the role of money in the book? Where do Sal and Dean get their money? How do they spend their money? Would it 

be easier or more difficult to be "on the road" in the manner of Sal and Dean today, in terms of money?  

 

3. What is the role of health concerns in the book? Would health concerns be greater today? Explain.  

 

4. This road adventure takes place just 2-3 years after the end of WWII. What evidence can you find for this historical period 

in the thinking and experiences of the travelers?  

 

5. The following are questions that may spillover into Section Day, with an emphasis on review of the semester's work:  

a. Compare and contrast Basho and Kerouac, with all of the types of questions above (i.e. spontaneity vs. planning; money and 

expenses; places and people, etc.), and others, such as "past, present, and future" concerns. See on page 294: "For the first time 

in my life the weather. . . became me. The atmosphere and I became the same."  

b. This is one of the few documents this semester (year) to be representative of American culture. Do you think it is a wise 

choice for our contribution to the Global Community?  

c. The other major American document is Their Eyes are Watching God. Is this a wise choice for one of two documents? (Of 

course, we also have a page on Madison and one on Sojourner Truth).  

 

d. There are numerous parallels between the lives and careers of our two American authors, in addition to the fact that they are 

20th century Americans with a connection to Florida. Which ones strike you? 

 

e. Is any character in On the Road "Machiavellian" or "Shakespearean"? What "truth" is expressed in On the Road? Is it 

beautiful?  


