
Suggestions for Kerouac 
 

1. I am concerned about the length of the assignment. I will encourage my students to read 
the whole book for the two days, but I think I will have them read Part I (pages 1-11) for 
Friday, and then have give assignments for some to report on Part 2 (69 pages), others to 
do Part 3 (69 pages), and others to do Parts 4-5 (57 pages, including Mexico). The 
reading is episodic, so I think they will get the flavor by reading these selections, and 
they will hear about other episodes from their peers. I’m not sure I want them to become 
as immersed in his adventures as I have in the last few days, and I know they have many 
demands on their time right now, as do we. It might be a good idea to have one or two 
students report on the introduction, as well.  

 
2. It is unfortunate that we have no real focus on Kerouac in the syllabus. Perhaps we could 

make the discussion questions in the faculty guide available to the students, either as an 
all-course email, or to your individual sections. It might be especially valuable for the 
second discussion, to help students share insights on specific points over material that not 
everyone has read.  

 
3. One topic that might stimulate discussion is to compare our life experiences to Kerouac’s. 

For example, I’m a lot like Jack:  
 

a. I lived in Denver two years before he made is first trip there in 1947, but I didn’t 
live on Larimer Street and I didn’t know Dean.  

b. The year he began his road trip, I was also on the road, making my first trip from 
Illinois to Florida (and Cuba), but with my family.  

c. Like Jack, I had a sister named Carolyn.  
d. In 1958, the year after On the Road was published, I made my first trip to Mexico, 

driving part of the way. That may be the only similarity between our two 
experiences there.  

e. Like Jack, I lived in St. Petersburg, Florida from 1966-69; he came first, in 1964, 
but I’m still here.  

f. An amazing PEL graduate named Ron Lowe was a musician in St. Petersburg 
when Kerouac lived here, and he was probably Jack’s best friend here at the time. 
Ron was working on his biography, but succeeded in only writing a few short 
articles about his relationship with Jack before he died in December 2003. Ron 
was one of my best PEL students, was a political activist in St. Petersburg, and 
was a devoted friend of Jack. For more information, see the following web sites: 
<http://www.tampabay.com/about_books/previouscolumns.cfm?colid=31919&co
l=margo>. 
<http://www.ronlowewriteon.com/reviews.html>. (June 7, 1991).  
If I wrote about all the ways I’m not like Jack, it would be a very long document.  

 
4. There are hundreds of locations mentioned in On the Road. Which ones stand out in your 

mind? I think the four that could be discussed most beneficially would be New York 
(New Jersey), Denver, San Francisco, and Mexico. What is the difference between the 
East and the West for Sal and Dean?  


