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Jeopardy questions on Machiavelli’s The Prince  
- What was the motivation for Machiavelli to write The Prince? 
- Machiavelli tells us of three ways cities that are newly acquired are to be governed. What are they? 

Which does he favor and under what conditions?  
- When a prince acquires a princedom, should he rely on others for help or should he just depend on 

himself? 
- Comment on the role of reason in The Prince. Does morality play any role? 
- Explain the quote: “All armed prophets have been victorious and all unarmed prophets have been 

destroyed.”  
- According to Machiavelli, is it better to be feared or to be loved? Why? Why does he use the word 

“feared” instead of “hated?” 
- Machiavelli says: “A prince should understand how to use well the man and the beast.” Explain. 

Why does he say a prince must be both a lion and a fox?  
- What role do mercy, good faith, integrity, humanity and religion play in the governance of a 

prince?  
- Explain the sentence used by Machiavelli: “He who builds on people builds on mire.” Does that 

apply equally to a private citizen and a prince?  
- If two rivals are in battle, both of whom you fear, is it advantageous for a prince to take sides or to 

stay neutral?  
- How is it that a prince is to deal with fortune as it deals with a woman? Explain. 
- What qualities do you think Machiavelli advocates in order for a prince to keep his army together 

and faithful? 
- What are the types of acquired princedoms that Machiavelli talks about in The Prince? 
- According to Machiavelli, do the ends justify the means? 
- Explain how is it possible for a prince who attains his princedom through wicked acts to maintain 

such princedom?  
- Machiavelli says that of those who acquire by merit their opportunities made them fortunate. What 

does he mean?  
- What is a Civil Princedom according to Machiavelli? How is it that its attainment depends on 

“fortunate astuteness”? 
- Who does Machiavelli think is more honorable, the nobles or the public? 
- In a civil princedom, should the prince exercise its power directly or through magistrates? Explain. 
- How does Machiavelli defend the use of cruelty in governing princedoms? 
- Machiavelli explains that princes who acquire by merit have difficulty attaining but maintain with 

ease while those who acquire by fortune attain easily but have difficulty maintaining. Explain. 
- Who should a prince pattern himself after? 

 
 
 


