
Machiavelli Bio and context 

 

 The Prince was written during an unsettled and dangerous time, but also a time of great 

change and growth, which was certainly true of the city of Florence and its politics. 

 

Machiavelli lived in the years 1467 to 1527, The Prince was written around 1513.  From 

1498 until 1512, Machiavelli worked for the government, often as a diplomat, of the 

Florentine Republic.  This was his most preferred form of government, but the times were 

unstable.  Foreign armies threatened Italy, and all sorts of tricks and crimes  had become 

the norm in the politics of the day.  Florence was a rich and powerful merchant city, and 

prized by the French, Spanish, and a host of foreign mercenaries from across Europe.  In 

1512, the Republic fell and the dynastic family of the Medici was restored in Florence.  

Machiavelli lost his job, was arrested, tortured, and ultimately exiled to the countryside in 

San Casciano, where he lived out his life. 

 

The Prince was written and dedicated first to Giuliano, and ultimately to Lorenzo Medici, 

duke of Urbino, whom you will see referred to as “the Magnificent” by Machiavelli.  In 

fact, this is not the Lorenzo the Magnificent, but a fairly “worthless” successor who finds 

himself in charge in Florence after the restoration of the family.  It is true that 

Machiavelli made this opening dedication and wrote The Prince in the hopes that it would 

get him a job in the Florentine government.  He longed to return, and suggested that as an 

employee of the prince, he could say things, and make analyses that would be too 

indelicate for the leader to express.  Hence, in a passion, The Prince was written and 

given for consideration of employment.  It is a distillation of his thinking, and hence does 

not give the best reflection of the complete mind of Machiavelli on politics, human 

beings and a good society.  Even so–he meant every word.  In the end, The Prince does 

not get him a job, and is ignored, only to become one of the most influential books of the 

past 500 years.  In fact, Bertrand Russell and Isaiah Berlin (who cares?) both suggest that 

no one born between 1494 and 1564 besides Martin Luther had more influence on 

Western culture than Machiavelli.  The Prince is the book that made this imprint, despite 

his other efforts in politics, literature and drama 

 
 


