
BELOVED BY TONI MORRISON 
LAURA WETZEL’S PLAN FOR THE FIRST DAY OF DISCUSSION -- WHGC SPRING 2007 

 
The first day of Beloved covers about 200 pages of text, so I am going to jump right into 
discussion with my class.  (I typically start with a quiz, but will save that for day 2.) 
 
Overview 
 
I will place students in pairs to investigate a series of quotations leading us through Book I.  I 
have 20 students, so I will count the pairs around the room 1-10 then 11-20 (i.e., pair 1 has 
quotations 1 and 11).  In this way, students will have non-sequential numbers, causing them to 
look into more than one section of the book.  For students who are done with analyzing their 
quotes early, of course I will tell them to continue by looking at additional quotations.  
 
The last two pages of this handout are formatted to give directly to students, in case you like this 
idea.  Below, I have provided a partial answer key, additional quotations, resources, and 
references. 
 
Partial Answer Key 
 
Quotes in regular type; answers in bold. 
 

Dedication:  “Sixty Million and more.” Beloved as a “holocaust novel” dedicated to the 
millions who died being transported from Africa to the Americas in the slave trade. 
 
1)“124 was spiteful. Full of a baby’s venom.” (3) One source suggested that since Sethe 

has four children and the third one is dead, the number three is missing from the 
house number.  As mentioned in Jared’s piece, the house may be considered a 
character in the story. 

2)Paul D: "Was it hard? I hope she didn't die hard." 
Sethe: "Soft as cream. Being alive was the hard part. Sorry you missed her though. Is that 
what you came by for?" 
Paul D: "That's some of what I came for. The rest is you. But if all the truth be known, I go 
anywhere these days. Anywhere they let me sit down. (8) 

3)Sethe: "No more running-from nothing. I will never run from another thing on this earth. I 
took one journey and I paid for the ticket, but let me tell you something, Paul D Garner: it 
cost too much!" (18) 

4)“You want to fight, come on! God damn it! She got enough without you. She got enough!” 
(22) 

5)Amy: "Anything dead coming back to life hurts."(42) 

6)"To Sethe, the future was a matter of keeping the past at bay. The 'better life' she believed 
she and Denver were living was simply not that other one."(51) 



7)"For a used-to-be-slave woman to love anything that much was dangerous, especially if it 
was her children she had settled on to love. The best thing, he knew, was to love just a 
little bit; everything, just a little bit, so when they broke its back, or shoved it in a croaker 
sack, well, maybe you'd have a little love left over for the next one."(54) 

8)“They were not holding hands, but their shadows were.” (56) 

9)“If there had been an open latch between them it would have closed.” (67)  

10) “Well, feel this, why don’t you?  Feel how it feels to have a bed to sleep in and somebody 
there not worrying you to death about what you got to do each day to deserve it.  Feel 
how that feels. And if that don’t get it, feel how it feels to be a colored woman roaming 
the roads with anything God made liable to jump on you.  Feel that.” (80) 

11)  “What did you come back for?” (88) 

12) Regarding Baby Suggs: "Because slave life had 'busted her legs, back, head, eyes, 
hands, kidneys, womb and tongue,' she had nothing left to make a living with but her 
heart-which she put to work at once.”(102) 
Regarding Baby Suggs: "She told them that the only grace they could have was the 
grace they could imagine. That if they could not see it, they would not have it. 'Here,' she 
said, 'in this here place, we flesh; flesh that weeps, laughs; flesh that dances on bare feet 
in grass. Love it. Love it hard. Yonder they do not love your flesh. They despise it."(103) 

13) "Freeing yourself is one thing; claiming ownership of that freed self was another."(111-
112) 

14) Narrator: “She moved him.” (134)  Beloved literally made him move around the 
house to feel comfortable sleeping.  

15) Beloved: "I want you to touch me on the inside part and call me my name."(137)   

16) "What for? What does a sixty-odd-year-old slavewoman who walks like a three-legged 
dog need freedom for? And when she stepped foot on free ground she could not believe 
that Halle knew what she didn't; that Halle, who had never drawn one free breath, knew 
that there was nothing like it in this world." (166) 

17) "So Denver took her mother's milk right along with the blood of her sister." (179)  

18) "I was big, Paul D, and deep and wide and when I stretched out my arms all my children 
could get in between. I was that wide. Look like I loved em more after I got here. Or 
maybe I couldn't love em proper in Kentucky because they wasn't mine to love. But when 
I got here, when I jumped down off that wagon-there wasn't nobody in the world I 
couldn't love if I wanted to. You know what I mean?" (190-191) 

19) "Listening to the doves in Alfred, Georgia, and having neither the right nor the 
permission to enjoy it because in that place mist, doves, sunlight, copper dirt, moon-
everything belonged to the men who had the guns. . . . So you protected yourself and 



loved small. . . . A woman, a child, a brother-a big love like that would split you wide 
open in Alfred, Georgia. . . . To get to a place where you could love anything you chose-
not to need permission for desire-well now, that was freedom.” (191) 

20) Paul D: "You got two feet, Sethe, not four." (194) 

Additional Quotations 
 
If you prefer some of these instead, feel free to substitute. 
 

1)“…since she knew death was anything but forgetfulness, she used the little energy left her 
for pondering color.” (4) 

2)A:  "It's so hard for me to believe in. Some things go. Pass on. Some things just stay. I used 
to think it was my rememory. . . . But it's not. Places, places are still there. If a house 
burns down, it's gone, but the place-the picture of it-stays, and not just in my rememory, 
but out there, in the world." (43) 
B:  "If it's still there, waiting, that must mean that nothing ever dies." 

 "Nothing ever does."(44) 
3)“Beloved was shining and Paul D didn’t like it.” (76) 
4)"But her brain was not interested in the future. Loaded with the past and hungry for more, 

it left her no room to imagine, let alone plan for, the next day."(83) 
 
 
References and Resources 
 
This exercise follows the format suggested by Lee Irby for the Ramayana in the fall semester.  
This worked well for me then and I hope it works equally well now. 
 
Many of these quotations came from the following website: 
http://www.homework-online.com/beloved/quotes.asp 
Additional quotations for the rest of the book may be found there but note that the page numbers 
refer to an older edition of Beloved, so you will have to locate them yourself within our text. 
 
This website provides links to many other Beloved teaching materials: 
http://www.webenglishteacher.com/morrison.html 
 
You can find some excellent discussion questions at the following websites:  
http://www.stanford.edu/group/areaone/clross/quarter6/morrison/ 
http://www2.uni-siegen.de/~fb3amlit/belwork.htm 
http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1999/1/99.01.03.x.html 
http://www.english.uiowa.edu/courses/boos/questions/morrisonbeloved.htm 
 
And, find a template for putting Sethe on trial at 
http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1999/1/99.01.03.x.html 
 
There is a movie version of Beloved with Oprah Winfrey.  I have not viewed it yet, but thought 
you should be aware of its existence. 



BELOVED BY TONI MORRISON 
FIRST DAY OF DISCUSSION 

WHGC SPRING 2007 
 
Instructions 
 
Break into pairs and provide context and analysis of the following passages.  For each quotation, 
address these questions: 

Who is the speaker? 
What is happening? 
What is important or interesting? 
Can you make deeper connections to our current theme, freedom? 

 
Quotations 
 
First, something for everyone to ponder from Toni Morrison’s Dedication for Beloved:   
 “Sixty Million and more.” 

 
Next, key quotations for pairs of students. Page numbers for our edition of Beloved are provided 
in parentheses. 

 
1) “124 was spiteful. Full of a baby’s venom.” (3) 

2) "Was it hard? I hope she didn't die hard." 
"Soft as cream. Being alive was the hard part. Sorry you missed her though. Is that what 
you came by for?" 
"That's some of what I came for. The rest is you. But if all the truth be known, I go 
anywhere these days. Anywhere they let me sit down."(8) 

3)"No more running-from nothing. I will never run from another thing on this earth. I took 
one journey and I paid for the ticket, but let me tell you something, Paul D Garner: it cost 
too much!"(18) 

4) “You want to fight, come on! God damn it! She got enough without you.  She got 
enough!” (22) 

5)"Anything dead coming back to life hurts."(42) 

6)"To Sethe, the future was a matter of keeping the past at bay. The 'better life' she believed 
she and Denver were living was simply not that other one."(51) 

7)"For a used-to-be-slave woman to love anything that much was dangerous, especially if it 
was her children she had settled on to love. The best thing, he knew, was to love just a 
little bit; everything, just a little bit, so when they broke its back, or shoved it in a croaker 
sack, well, maybe you'd have a little love left over for the next one."(54) 



8)“They were not holding hands, but their shadows were.” (56) 

9)“If there had been an open latch between them it would have closed.” (67) 

10) “Well, feel this, why don’t you?  Feel how it feels to have a bed to sleep in and somebody 
there not worrying you to death about what you got to do each day to deserve it.  Feel 
how that feels. And if that don’t get it, feel how it feels to be a colored woman roaming 
the roads with anything God made liable to jump on you.  Feel that.” (80) 

11)  “What did you come back for?” (88) 

12) A: "…because slave life had 'busted her legs, back, head, eyes, hands, kidneys, womb 
and tongue,' she had nothing left to make a living with but her heart-which she put to 
work at once.”(102) 
B: "She told them that the only grace they could have was the grace they could imagine. 
That if they could not see it, they would not have it. 'Here,' she said, 'in this here place, 
we flesh; flesh that weeps, laughs; flesh that dances on bare feet in grass. Love it. Love it 
hard. Yonder they do not love your flesh. They despise it."(103) 

13) "Freeing yourself is one thing; claiming ownership of that freed self was another."(111-
112) 

14)  “She moved him.” (134) 

15) "I want you to touch me on the inside part and call me my name."(137) 

16) "What for? What does a sixty-odd-year-old slavewoman who walks like a three-legged 
dog need freedom for? And when she stepped foot on free ground she could not believe 
that Halle knew what she didn't; that Halle, who had never drawn one free breath, knew 
that there was nothing like it in this world." (166) 

17) "So Denver took her mother's milk right along with the blood of her sister." (179) 

18) "I was big, Paul D, and deep and wide and when I stretched out my arms all my children 
could get in between. I was that wide. Look like I loved em more after I got here. Or 
maybe I couldn't love em proper in Kentucky because they wasn't mine to love. But when 
I got here, when I jumped down off that wagon-there wasn't nobody in the world I 
couldn't love if I wanted to. You know what I mean?" (190-191) 

19) "Listening to the doves in Alfred, Georgia, and having neither the right nor the 
permission to enjoy it because in that place mist, doves, sunlight, copper dirt, moon-
everything belonged to the men who had the guns. . . . So you protected yourself and 
loved small. . . . A woman, a child, a brother-a big love like that would split you wide 
open in Alfred, Georgia. . . . To get to a place where you could love anything you chose-
not to need permission for desire-well now, that was freedom.” (191) 

20) "You got two feet, Sethe, not four." (194) 


