
The Ramayana – Second day 

 
Some central themes: 

 

• The battle of good against evil (Vali, Ravana) 

• The ideal life (Dharma) of endurance and devotion (the enduring search for Sita 

who remains faithful) 

• The struggle of man against the temptations that disturb his relationship with the 

forces of the Sacred. (Rama, his brothers, and Hanuman strive to act with 

compassion and fairness, but Sugreeva, the rackshasa women, and Indrajit fall to 

temptations and act with self interest) 

 

Passages to examine: 
 

Introductory questions: 
 

• What does the ability of transforming oneself, the supra dimensions of characters 

(and of nature or travels), or even the presence of monkeys as key characters, bring to 

the story? (Does it give the dimension of “Fascinans” in Rudolf Otto’s theory?) 

 

• How important is Sugreeva to the unfolding of Rama’s quest? (Loyalty, he helps 

defeat Ravana) 

 

• Describe Rama’s decision making process (Often asking someone else’s opinion) 

 

• What does the lengthy battle between Rama and Ravana adds to the story? (that the 

battle between good and evil is not an easy one?) 

 

• Pages 98-99. Describe Rama’s ability of judging characters in this passage:  “Rama, 

in his desperate quest of Sita…. Whereupon Hanuman stood up and told his story” 

 

 

Rama and his fight against his personal negative forces 

 

Pages 104: Rama’s duties:  “Rama grieved… breaking down again and again”. 

Pages 117-118: “ Rama, isolated in this climate… move out of his ashram and act 

positively” 

Page 144: “Whereupon Rama felt angry and threatened… on the soil of Lanka” 

Page 163-164 : Rama explained that he had to adopt this trial… indeed to be in your 

presence” 

 

• Is Rama able to regain his positive attitude by himself? 

• Describe his temper and his ability to control himself 

• What do these passages reveal? 

 



Dharma 
 

Pages 106:  “Beholding the stature of Vali… and act on it” 

 

• Can you give other examples of how important loyalty is in this story? 

   

Pages 110-111: “ Beyond all this, you violated his wife’s… the highest standard of 

conduct” 

 

• What is the code of conduct described here? 

• Does Vali’s argument make sense? 

 

Page 112; (Vali speaks) “Another thing. If your brothers….advised him as to how to 

rule”. 

 

• Does Vali achieve the Christian equivalent of ‘salvation’ after he helps Rama? 

 

Pages 119- 120: All this was minutely noted by Rama…at five years of age or fifty” 

pages 120-121: “Observers at the outpost went to Angada…what is there for me to advise 

you” 

 

• If this story represents some of the values held in Hinduism. What is the 

message here?  

• Why will Sugreeva eventually join Rama and what will he realize? (page 124: 

He feels shame and a lack of duty: “I have betrayed the limits of the monkey 

mind”) 

 

Women  
 Page 126: “ Anjaneda was ready to depart…  he had already known” 

 

• If Sita is the ‘ideal’ woman, what features represent that ideal?  

• How is she different from other female characters? 

 

Diplomacy and Violence: 
 

Pages 133 – “Before he left, Hanuman…destruction at Rama’s hands”. 

Pages 139 – “Still, next day Vibishana visited him privately… were gathered in an 

enormous array” 

 

• Both Hanuman and Vibishana attempt to convince Ravana to change his 

mind. Does their failing justify the use of force (in this story)? 

 

Rites: How important are rites in this story? What role(s) do rites play in the “sacred”? 

 


