
Possible Discussion Topics and Questions 

 

1. Compare and contrast the modern scientific method with that of each of the authors. With that 

of mythological thinking. I hope every student will have a firm grasp of the modern scientific 

method by the end of the Greek science unit. 

  

2. There are several questions in the faculty guide. Many emphasize the lecture material.  

 

3. What is a scientific question? What types of questions are inappropriate for science?  

 

4. How does Plato’s view of reality compare with that of Aristotle’s.  

 

5. Is Plato correct that human senses are easily fooled and therefore can’t always be trusted?  

(The answer is yes - just glance at the UFO literature) How, then, can scientists claim that their 

method is “self-correcting”? How do scientists compensate or correct for our fallible human 

senses? 

  

6. How about the limits of the human reasoning process? Don’t people routinely jump to 

conclusions, remember selectively, fail to look at all sides of issues, etc. Did the Greeks place too 

much faith on their ability to reason? What about modern scientists? How do they compensate or 

correct for possible logic errors in their theories?  

 

7. Hippocrates has amazingly modem views. How does he refute metaphysical explanations as 

the cause of disease? What does he say about religious charlatans? How would he like today’s 

faith healers? Or quack remedies? “men being in want of the means of life, invent many and 

various things, and devise many contrivances for all other things, and for this disease, in every 

phase of the disease, assigning the cause to a god.” (Or, substituting for “god”, to an imbalance 

of yin and yang? Or to a lack of the newest vitamin, mineral, or herbal supplement of the 

month?) 

  

8. How would Hippocrates critique ancient Chinese medicine? How does ancient Chinese 

science compare to that of Aristotle’s views in Meteorology? 

  

9. What is the difference between science and technology?  

 

10. Can your students give a reason for: 

(A) the cause of a planet’s apparent retrograde motion. (How did the Greeks explain it?)  

(B) the cause of the seasons.  

 

11. Most people believe but can’t give a single reason for:  

(A) the Earth rotates once every 24 hours.  

(B) the Earth orbits the Sun in about 365 days.  

 

Can your students provide some earth-based observations which could prove the above (no 

resorting to pictures from outer space)?  
 


