
   

MACBETH AND POWER  
 

1. Kinds of Power. What are the kinds/categories of power in Macbeth? Class 

generates list written on board (5-10 minutes). Small group assignment (20 minutes): 

Each group traces one category of power with specific examples from the text. 

Groups report findings (30 minutes). Can begin categories first class and add to them 

the next class once entire play is read.  

Examples: power of suggestion; power of the mind/imagination; power struggles; 

siren song of power; power corrupts--absolute power corrupts absolutely; power 

hungry; willpower; rise and fall of power; sexual power; power of humor (see comic 

relief Porter’s hell speech sandwiched between Duncan’s death and discovery of his 

murder pp. 30-31); power of madness; power of guilt; power of suspicion; power of 

love; balance of power; power of charm; power of cruelty; power of 

language/persuasion; power of blood; power of war; power of trust and betrayal; 

power of violence {offstage and. onstage}; power shifts. 

The Rise and Fall of Power (The Trail of Blood/Honor to Dishonor)  

Brave Macbeth (4)  

Disloyal traitor Thane of Cawdor killed (5)  

Honorable Macbeth awarded Thane of Cawdor (6, 9)  

Duncan murdered (27) 

Blood-smeared guards (29)  

Scapegoat guards murdered (35)  

Malcolm to England, Donalbain to Ireland (36-37)  

Macbeth crowned King of Scotland (39)  

Macbeth under- suspicion (40)  

Murderers hired/Banquo vilified (43-45)  

Banquo murdered (Fleance escaping, 49)  

Lady Macduff and children murdered (67-70)  

Malcolm aligns with Macduff to seek revenge and overthrow Macbeth (78-79)  

Macbeth is ripe for shaking and the pow’rs above put on their instruments (80)  

Lady Macbeth mad scene recounts murderous events (81-83)  

Lady Macbeth suicide (90)  

Birnham Wood to Dunsinane (91)  

Macbeth kills young Siward (93)  

Macduff was from his mother’s womb untimely ripped (95)  

Macduff kills Macbeth and displays head (95-96)  

Malcolm declared King of Scotland (96-97)  
 



   

The Power of the Supernatural  
 

Thane of Glamis, Thane of Cawdor, King hereafter (8-9)  

Banquo shall beget kings (9)  

Animal omens surrounding Duncan’s murder (37-38) 

Owl scream, crickets cry, knocking (27)  

Apparitions: Beware Thane of Fife; none of woman born shall harm Macbeth; 

Birnham wood come to Dunsinane; 8 Kings and Banquo (63-65)  
 

The Power of Suggestion/Imagination/The Mind  
 

Witches’ predictions (8-9)  

Lady Macbeth’s ambition: “Glamis thou art and Cawdor…” (16)  

Is this a dagger which I see before me? (25)  

Sleep no more, Macbeth doth murder sleep (28-29)  

Lady Macbeth faints after Duncan’s death (is this faked to regain power and control? 

(35)  

Banquo dreams of witches’ prophecy (40) 

Macbeth haunted by Banquo’s founding line of kings (42)  

Macbeth’s mind full of scorpions (47)  

Banquo’s ghost at banquet (51-55)  
 

The Power of Language (Choose an accessible speech to read aloud)  

 

Lady Macbeth: “Glamis thou art” (16); “unsex me here” (17); “out, damned spot” 

(82) 

Macbeth’s “Is this a dagger” (25); “Tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow” (90) 

Witches’ double double toil and trouble (60)  
 

2. Machiavelli and Macbeth  
 

a. What kind of Prince is Macbeth?  

b. What kind of Prince is Lady Macbeth? 

c. How do the Macbeths use the beastly natures of the Lion and the Fox? (Prince 

46) 

d. What would Machiavelli say about these two passages from Macbeth?  

i. Malcolm’s speeches describing kingly vices and virtues? (72-75) 

ii. “To beguile the time, look like the time… Look like the innocent 

flower but be the serpent under it” (18). 



   

e. How do these passages from The Prince apply to Macbeth? 

 

“Whoever, therefore, on entering a new Princedom, judges it necessary to 

rid himself of enemies, to conciliate friends, to prevail by force or fraud, to make 

himself feared yet not hated by his subjects, respected and obeyed by his soldiers, 

to crush those who can or ought to injure him, to introduce changes in the old 

order of things, to be at once severe and affable, magnanimous and liberal, to do 

away with the mutinous army and create a new one, to maintain relations with 

Kings and Princes on such a footing that they must see it for their interest to aid 

him, and dangerous to offend, can find no brighter example than in the actions of 

this Prince” (Reference to Duke of Valentino, p. 20).  

 

Well-employed cruelties -- “done once for all under the necessity of self-

preservation, and not afterwards persisted in” (23).  

 

Ill-employed cruelties -- “those which from small beginnings increase rather 

than diminish with time” (23). 

 

“Everyone sees what you seem, but few know what you are” (47). 

 

“For it happens in all human affairs that we never seek to escape one 

mischief without falling into another” (61). 

 

“A Prince who rests wholly on Fortune is ruined when she changes” (67). 

 

3. ICEBREAKER: STATUS/POWER EXERCISE WITH CARDS 

 


