
Section Day Idea: 

 

 

Machiavelli, Macbeth and President Bush 

 
Project: Group Statements: 

Break into 4 groups. Each group will write a one page statement in response to the questions 

below, read aloud and discuss. Each statement will be turned in at the end of class time 

 

Group #1 

 

Define the metaphor of the Lion and the Fox. Discuss the use of this metaphor in describing the 

action in the play Macbeth, with a focus on Lady Macbeth and Macbeth himself, How might 

these be applied to an understanding of President Bush’s situation currently? Has he been more 

the Lion, the Fox or neither? Explain 

 

Group #2 

 

Is it better to be loved or feared? Explain Machiavelli’s response to this question. Why is it a 

significant question in understanding leadership? How might this problem have been exposed or 

illustrated in the play Macbeth, especially as it pertains to Macbeth? Which will be more 

important to President Bush in his re-election—to be loved or feared? How might this apply to 

his presidency? 

 

Group #3 

 

Outward seeming and inward being. Machiavelli discusses how the wise ruler needs to control 

outward appearances toward the people. Should a Prince be deceptive in dealing with the 

people? When is this good tactic? When is it a bad tactic? How is deception a significant part of 

the play Macbeth, and by comparison are there any problems exposed in these texts that face 

President Bush in his bid for re-election? 

 

Group #4 
 

What is best way to rise to power? Luck, or by your own craft? What does Machiavelli say and 

how was this played out in Macbeth? Compare Macbeth to President Bush. How did Bush come 

to power? Based on your analysis of Macbeth and The Prince, what must he do specifically to 

hold on to power, and what are the odds he will do so. Explain specifically 

 

Go into a general discussion! 

 


