
Burma 

 

Where Is It? 

 

 
• Myanmar is the name given by the military government in 1990 



Who Lives There? 

• In land slightly smaller than Texas: 67 different ethnic groups, 90% Buddhist 

• Population almost 50,000,000 

• AIDS and infectious diseases (including Avian flu) affect many  

 

Brief History 

• Colonized by the British in 1886; independence in 1948; parliamentary democracy 

when U Nu served as Prime Minister  

• 1962, Nu deposed in a military coup by General Ne Win, who appointed himself 

President--policy of extreme isolationism, non-alignment and neutrality; rejected 

foreign investments, nationalized industry, banks, the import/export trade, and retail 

business 

• Rule by a general (not a politician), through fear, disappearances, murders, arrests, 

and torture 

• State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC)—military organization that rules 

Burma; Prime Minister is General Khin Nyunt 

• Economy collapsed & Burma went from being the "rice bowl of Asia" to the 

distinction of United Nations Least Developed Country in 1987. It is now on par with 

Ethiopia and Chad 

• 2
nd

 largest producer of illicit opium; significant export—human trafficking of men, 

women, and children to Southeast Asia for forced labor, sexual exploitation, domestic 

service 

Protests in Burma 

• First Protest--July 7th, 1962; Rangoon University Students' Union organize a 

protest against the newly formed military junta; Ne Win sends troops with newly 

imported G-3 automatic rifles, gives orders to shoot into the crowd; over 100 students 

were killed, many more wounded; next day Ne Win orders the destruction of the 

Students' Union building.  

• Arkan Demonstrations--August 13th, 1967; 5,000 Arkanese people demonstrate 

over rice shortage; troops shoot & kill over 100 men, women, and children, and 

wounding hundreds more. 

• SEA Games Protest--December 1, 1969; students from Rangoon, Mandalay and 

Moulmein protest at Southeast Asian Games in Rangoon; protest is crushed down, 

students expelled, Burma stops hosting SEA games  

• The Labor Strike of 1974--May of 1974, oil field workers from Chauk in central 

Burma organize a strike, demanding higher wages; strike spreads to 42 state 

enterprises; riot follows; at least 22 persons are killed by police 

• Hmaing Centennial Revolt of 1976--March 23, 1976, students publish underground 

chronicle to celebrate famous war-time writer, Thakin Ko Daw Hmaing; criticizing 

the Socialist educational system and calling for a strike, over two hundred and thirty 

students are detained. 

• Phone Maw's Event: Bloody White Bridge Killings of 1988--March 13, 1988, 

Rangoon Institute of Technology students protest; riot police kill student Maung 

Phone Maw; later, student protesters killed near Inya Lake.  

• Myay-ni Gon Killings of 1988--June 21, 1988, thousands of students stage a 

peaceful protest; column of marching protesters is stopped at Myay-ni Gon; 80 

civilians and 20 Lon Hteins shot. 



• The Massacre of 8/8/88—Over 200,000 people assemble for non-violent 

demonstration; at midnight, troops fire into the masses killing hundreds on the spot. 

They even shot monks. (Graphic) pictures are here: 

http://www.ibiblio.org/freeburma/photos/phyo/explode.html 

 

Burma Attempts Democracy 

• 1990, military allows election; surprised when 80% of the vote goes to National 

League for Democracy (NLD; founded by Aung San Suu Kyi; ONG-SAHN-SOO-

CHEE) 

• Military declares election invalid; killed, tortured, imprisoned NLD members; house 

arrest for Aung San Suu Kyi 

• Aung San Suu Kyi nder house arrest from 1989 to 1995 and 2000 to 2002; 

imprisoned in May 2003, then house arrest again, where she remains virtually 

incommunicado. In February 2006, the junta extended her detention for another year. 

• Desmond Tutu has said, “As long as she remains under arrest, none of us is truly 

free” 

 

A Beautiful Web Documentary 

Photographer Geoffrey Hiller, Burma: Grace Under Pressure 

http://hillerphoto.com/burma/# 
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 LETTER FROM U.S. PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON TO 

DAW AUNG SAN SUU KYI 

 
by U.S. President Bill Clinton  

The White House (February 10, 1994) 

 
 

Dear Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,  

Let me take the opportunity to express again my deep concern about your welfare and to applaud 

your remarkable courage in pursuing human rights and democracy for the people of Burma. 

Despite your four and one-half years of detention, your determination and courage continue to 

inspire friends of freedom around the world. Recent resolutions adopted in the United Nations 

General Assembly and the United Nations Human Rights Commission make clear the 

international community's outrage over your continued detention as well as that of all other 

prisoners of conscience in Burma.  

I also want to assure you of the United States' continuing support for the struggle to promote 

freedom in Burma. The 1990 elections handed your party an overwhelming mandate from 

Burma's people and firmly rejected military rule. Obviously, the path to democratic change must 

be worked out by the Burmese themselves who have assigned you a key role in bringing about 

such a democratic transition. We strongly condemn the effort to deny you the right to participate 

freely in the political life of Burma.  

You have my utmost admiration for your stand. Like your courageous father, you symbolize the 

authentic aspirations of the Burmese people. History is on the side of freedom throughout the 

world and I remain confident that your cause will prevail.  

Please accept my warmest personal regards,  

Sincerely,  

BILL CLINTON  

 


