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I. Basic questions on the text:  

1. Para 5: What type of society does Kyi contrast with those 

governed by fear?  

 

2. Para 5: Who bears the burden of justice and decency in "a 

nation where freedom and justice are warped by fear"?  

 

3. Para 6: With what must politics be closely linked in an 

age of potential technological dominance?  

 

4. Para 7: What sort of revolution does Kyi promote? What 

must be liberated first? (compare w/ Marx).  

 

5. Para 11: What is courage for Kyi? (compare w/ 

Hemingway's definition)  

 

6. Para 12: "Fear is not the natural state of civilized man." 

Compare with Para 6: "legal rules exist to promote man's 

desire for harmony and justice while restraining less desirable traits in his nature." How does Kyi 

conceive human nature? Does she contradict herself here? Compare with Mencius' anecdote 

about the well and its implications for human nature and society.  

 

7. Para 13: What is Kyi's view of human progress? Can this Enlightenment view of progress and 

perfection be taken seriously today? Does human society progress? In what ways? Toward  

what?  

 

II. General questions:  

 

8. Is the belief in progress necessary to achieve justice in human society? Or is it an impediment 

to a clearer view of human behavior and the 'will to power'?  

 

9. What would Kyi think of Plato's Republic? - the notion that everyone is suited for a particular 

class/place and that a special group is meant to rule?  

 

10. Does justice depend on a society of laws? What would Moses say? Mencius? If you think 

this is true, what is the source of law?  

 

11. Compared with On Liberty: "the sole end for which mankind are warranted, individually or 

collectively in interfering with the liberty of action of any of their number, is self-protection. 

That the only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over any member of a  



civilized community, against his will, is to prevent harm to others." compare - "Liberty, as a 

principle, has no application to any state of things anterior to the time when mankind have 

become capable of being improved by free and equal discussion. Until then, there is nothing for 

them but implicit obedience"  

 

12. Compared with The Federalist: "Ambition must be made to counteract ambition. The interest 

of man must be connected with the constitutional rights of the place. It may be a reflection on 

human nature, that such devices should be necessary to control the abuses of government. But 

what is government itself, but the greatest of all reflections on human nature?"  

 

Universal declaration of human rights: http://www.unhchr.cb/udbr/lang/eng.htm 

  

 


