
WHGC 

Theme: "What is Truth?" 

A Text: Tao te Ching 
 

We have two days to discuss this text; I have a few suggestions for exercises/ discussions 

that can be done on either day. As always, the Faculty Guide for WHGC is a treasure trove of 

ideas from people who know far more than I about China and philosophy, and I recommend that 

you take a look there for additional ideas.  

 

My objectives in teaching this section on the Tao are twofold:  

1. To get the students to grasp a non-Western mindset regarding "ways of knowing" and attempt 

to apply it to their own lives as they make ethical decisions;  

2. To relate the text to the wonderful lectures and readings we have done already in the class, 

especially Prof. Skinner's presentation on art, Prof. Anderson's lecture on truth, and other 

assigned readings {Genesis, Mencius, Plato).  

 

Thus, you might plan to devote one .day to each of these subjects. The reading assignments for 

the Tao te Ching are divided up into two parts, and you may stick to that or change the 

requirements for your class - the reading goes fairly quickly, it's the reflection that is the hard 

work!  

 

I. Ways of Knowing  

 

A few suggestions:  

  

1. Select a few slides from Prof. Skinner's presentation on art, choosing perhaps some of the 

highly realistic art from Classical Greece or Rome; select also some of the Chinese art. How 

does the art of Classical Greece/Rome reflect the highly rational, dialectical approach to 

"knowing" vs. an emphasis on finding the "essence" of a subject? A few of the images of Lao 

Tze, riding on the buffalo, would be interesting.  

 

2. Follow the handout that Prof. Anderson gave us in Friday's lecture. His discussion on the dao 

as a process of unfolding and flowing rather than truth as a "thing" is a great jumping off point 

for a discussion of the nature of truth. In particular, does the idea of truth as a process imply, that 

"anything goes"? (Here, we see overlap with the ideas of East and West where eternal truths are 

acknowledged).  

 

II. Ethics and the lessons of the Tao  

 

This could be as simple as dividing the class into small groups and assigning (or having groups 

select) a particular passage to read and explain:  

 

Why did, you select that reading?  

 

What does it mean?  

 



What is it saying to you?  

 

Can you find it applicable to your life today?  

 


