CS 411 – Homework 1 – Due Monday, September 12
In answering the following questions, read related material in the text or from other reliable sources and provide an answer in your own words, not simply a word-for-word quote from the source.
1. What are some of the main purposes of the operating system from the point of view of the user?
2. What are some of the main purposes of the operating system from the point of view of the computer?

3. What is meant by a von Neumann architecture? 

4. Explain why a hierarchy of storage devices exists in most computer systems.  If there are several reasons, include them.

5. What is a shell (in the context of operating systems)?

6. What are the six major categories of system calls?

7-12.  Give an example of a Unix system command for each of the above categories, and describe     what is output to the screen when these commands are issued.  (you may copy/paste the first few lines from an example command that you type to aid in your description)  If nothing is output to the screen, is anything output by the command?  If nothing is output by the command what does it do and how do you know?
