CS 350 : Graphical User Interface Design 
In class activity.
Processor Info/OS/ Screen resolution:

Consider various aspects of the graphical user interface features of the desktop environment for two machines with different operating system versions (both Windows or Mac).

For a windows machine:

1. Consider the desktop space.  Looking at various desktop features: icons, available menus, status information displays, what similarities exist between the two versions?  What are the major differences?  What factors might contribute to the appearance (or lack) of any new features (specify which feature)?
2. Open the “My Documents” folder.  Observing the menus, buttons and content area of the window, what similarities exist between the two versions?  What are the major differences?  What factors might contribute to the appearance (or lack) of any new features (specify which feature)?
3. Create a document in Notepad and save it to the desktop.  Comment on similarities and differences in the user interface for this program.  What factors might contribute to the appearance (or lack) of any new features (specify which feature)?

4. Create a new folder in the “My Documents” folder.  Drag your document from the desktop to the new folder.  Comment on similarities and differences in your experience.

For a Mac:

1. Consider the desktop space.  Looking at various desktop features: icons, available menus, status information displays, what similarities exist between the two versions?  What are the major differences?  What factors might contribute to the appearance (or lack) of any new features (specify which feature)?

2. Open the “Macintosh HD” folder.  Observing the menus, buttons and content area of the window, what similarities exist between the two versions?  What are the major differences?  What factors might contribute to the appearance (or lack) of any new features (specify which feature)?

3. Create a document in Appleworks and save it to the desktop.  Comment on similarities and differences in the user interface for this program.  What factors might contribute to the appearance (or lack) of any new features (specify which feature)?

4. Create a new folder on the Desktop.  Drag your document from the desktop to new folder you have created.  Comment on similarities and differences in your experience.

