CS 350 : Graphical User Interface Design 
Written Assignment 1 ‑ Due Thursday, February 21
Choose two application programs with graphical user interfaces which provide similar functionality  (i.e., two different programs which enable the preparation of tax return forms, two word processors, two image editing programs, etc).  Try to find two programs which are similar over all, for instance compare Word with WordPerfect or Open Office’s word processor but not with Notepad as the first three provide much more functionality, thus their interfaces will be vastly different.
Based purely upon your own impression and observations, compare the user interfaces of the two programs based upon their ease of use, logical organization, and consistency of behavior for similar features.  To perform the comparison, identify a typical task to perform with the software. For example, if you are comparing two photo editing programs, you could choose the task of red-eye removal.  Perform exactly the same task with the two programs describing the steps you have taken to accomplish the task.  Make observations about how the experience differs with the two programs. Remember, in evaluating the two programs, you are focusing on their interfaces, not the functions that are available.  Thus you would not want to conclude that Software Package #2 is superior because it provides additional capabilities.
Use the outline below to structure the discussion of your observations. In addition, provide screen shots of the windows and dialog boxes which are significant in your discussion. 
Primary purpose of software:
Description of Benchmark Task:
Software package #1:
Name of software:

Developer:

Location/platform:

Reviewers' familiarity with the software:

Significant features/capabilities provided by the program: 

Support features/capabilities:

Steps for accomplishing task:

Observed problems/confusion in accomplishing task:

Overall impression of user interface:

Software package #2:
Name of software:

Developer:

Location/platform:

Reviewers' familiarity with the software:

Significant features/capabilities provided by the program: 

Support features/capabilities:

Steps for accomplishing task:

Observed problems/confusion in accomplishing task:

Overall impression of user interface:

