
Memo
	To:
	Junior Ford Foundation Apprentice Scholars and Faculty Sponsors

	From:
	Lloyd W. Chapin

	Subject:
	Senior Year Scholarship Program

	Date:
	January 25, 2008



Although I hope that you have already begun to think about the senior year component of the Ford Scholars Program, I want to remind you that each Scholar needs to develop a learning contract for the senior year with his/her Sponsor.  These contracts should be submitted to me for review and approval by Friday, March 14, before leaving for Spring Recess.
The Senior Year Scholarship phase of the Ford program is designed to provide Apprentice Scholars with the opportunity to pursue advanced topics in an enriched major in preparation for graduate training and to obtain some initial supervised experience as teaching assistants.  The thrust of this program is to free students from dependency upon formal courses as a vehicle of learning and to help them make the transition to the largely self-directed learning and scholarship required of the academic professional.  While it is expected that individual programs of study will vary greatly, each is to be constituted by a formal learning contract between the Apprentice Scholar and the Faculty Sponsor that contains the following elements:

1.
Extensive reading of primary sources in one or more specialties within the discipline or disciplines that constitute the major.

2.
Examination of the historical and contemporary status of the discipline(s) that constitute the major.

3.
Examination of the value implication of the major for society as a whole.

4.
Some type of direct teaching experience in which the major is based, or in the College’s interdisciplinary Western Heritage sequence required of all freshmen.  The latter will serve particularly well to show aspiring teachers the importance of intellectual breadth for effective undergraduate teaching.

5.
Serious scholarship leading to a substantial paper or work that can be considered for publication in The Eckerd College Scholar.

As you prepare the learning contract please also keep in mind the following points:

1. Senior Thesis Projects arising from participation in the Summer Scholarship Program may be 

included as part of an Apprentice Scholar’s Senior Year program.
2.
Depending upon the scope of the student’s Senior Year Program, he/she can receive from 
two to four course credits for the project.  Normally, the project will extend across the entire 

academic year.

3.
If the learning contract involves credit for independent study, the student will also need to 

submit appropriate independent study contracts at registration.

4.
The sponsoring faculty member will receive an honorarium of $500 for each student 

sponsored.  Participating students may apply for scholarly development grants up to $800  for 

the acquisition of materials, field trips, and attendance at professional conferences.

5.
Each learning contract must be approved in advance by the Faculty Sponsors, the Apprentice 

Scholar, and the Dean of Faculty (Program Director).

6. Copies of all major pieces of scholarship arising from the program will be bound and 

retained in the Eckerd College Library.

Please use the attached form to present your learning contract and return it to the Dean of Faculty office by Friday, March 14, 2008.

FORD SENIOR YEAR SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM


LEARNING CONTRACT
2008-2009
Name of Ford Apprentice Scholar ___________________________________________________

Campus Box # ___________

Name of Faculty Sponsor
__________________________________________________________

1.
Brief description of the proposed advanced topic of study:

2.
What will be the general approach or method of study?

3.
What will be the principal resources (e.g., bibliography, laboratory or studio facilities, persons to be interviewed, off campus locations, etc.?

4.
Describe how the project will incorporate an examination of the historical and contemporary status of the discipline(s) that constitute the major:

5.
Describe how the project will incorporate an examination of the value implications of the major for society as a whole:

6.
What kind of substantial paper or work will result from the project that can be considered for publication in The Eckerd College Scholar?

7.
What will be the opportunity for direct teaching experience?

8.
What is the schedule for completing the various portions of the project?  

9.
Will the project relate to a summer project or senior thesis?  Please explain.

10.
How many course credits will be earned for completion of the project?

_____Two

_____Three

_____Four

11.
Please indicate how these credits are to be distributed over the two semesters of the senior year:

Approved:

______________________________________________
________________________

Signature of Ford Scholar





Date

______________________________________________
________________________

Signature of Faculty Sponsor




Date

______________________________________________
________________________

Signature of Program Director




Date

______________________________________________
________________________

Signature of Dean of Faculty





Date
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