
Good Morning: 

 

Several years ago in WH/WHGC, we used to read some Buddhist parables.  Last night, watching Rashomon, I was reminded of this one, which may be of 

use and interest to you and your students.  (There are many versions on line; I merely picked the one at random.) 

 

Cheers, 

BK 

 

THE PARABLE OF THE ARROW 

The Buddha was sitting in the park when his disciple Malunkyaputta approached him. Malunkyaputta had recently retired from the world and he was 

concerned that so many things remained unexplained by the Buddha. Was the world eternal or not eternal? Was the soul different from the body? Did the 

enlightened exist after death or not? He thought, ‘If the Buddha does not explain these things to me, I will give up this training and return to worldly life’. 

Thus, he approached the Buddha with this question, who replied: 

“Suppose, Maunkyaputa, a man were wounded by an arrow thickly smeared with poison, and his friends and companions brought a surgeon to treat him.  

The man would say: “I will not let the surgeon pull out the arrow until I know the name and clan of the man who wounded me; whether the bow that 

wounded me was long bow or crossbow; whether the arrow that wounded me was hoof-tipped or curved or barbed. 

All this would still not be known to that man and meanwhile he would die.  So too, Malunkyaputta, if anyone should say: “I will not lead the noble life 

under the Buddha until the Buddha declares to me whether the world is eternal or not eternal, finite or infinite; whether the soul is the same as or 

different from the body; whether an awakened one ceases to exist after death or not,” that would still remain undeclared by the Buddha and meanwhile 

that person would die. 

Whether the view is held that the world is eternal or not, Malunkyaputta, there is still birth, old age, death, grief, suffering, sorrow and despair – and 

these can be destroyed in this life! I have not explained these other things because they are not useful, they are not conducive to tranquility and Nirvana. 

What I have explained is suffering, the cause of suffering, the destruction of suffering and the path that leads to the destruction of suffering. This is 

useful, leading to non-attachment, the absence of passion, perfect knowledge.” 

Thus spoke the Buddha, and with joy Malunkyaputta applauded his words. 

 


