
WHGC Syllabus Supplement 
Fall 2012 

 

Professor Barnet Hartston      Office Hrs.: M 2-4, R 10-12 & 3-4, F 2-5 

Office: FT 237         and by appointment!!! 

Phone: 864-7550         

E-mail: hartstbp@eckerd.edu                

         

Introduction: 

The general content and expectations for this course are given in the main WHGC syllabus. This addendum is not a 

substitute for that comprehensive syllabus; it is designed only to provide more specific guidelines for class 

participation and writing assignments for our class. Please read both syllabi thoroughly. 

 

Expectations and Grading: 

1) Discussion Grade: 30%  

 - The Discussion Grade includes: 

A) Active Attendance: 5% 

Since this is a discussion-based class, you are expected to attend class every day. You  

are allowed two unexplained absences over the course of the semester. After two absences, each 

additional absence will cost you 5% of your attendance grade. A total of eight or more unexcused 

absences will result in automatic failure of the course. The only exceptions to the attendance rules 

are if you have a verifiable health or family emergency. A generic note from the Eckerd College 

Health Center that you are feeling sick does NOT constitute such an excused absence. 

    Note that we will frequently meet with the other Heritage classes for lecture and film  

presentations in the Miller Auditorium or Fox Hall. You should be sure to arrive as early as 

possible since the auditorium doors will sometimes be locked promptly at 9:30!!!!! I will not be 

taking attendance at lectures, but I will be giving quizzes based on lecture content. 

Finally, active attendance means making a meaningful contribution to class discussions.  

This means coming to class with the required books, coming prepared to discuss and debate 

important themes, and being willing to contribute without being called upon. Sleep, texting, or 

disruptive behavior in class is unacceptable, and will count as an official absence. 

 

B) Quizzes: 20% 

You will be given frequent quizzes during the semester. The quizzes will be made up of  

short and relatively straightforward questions designed to test whether you are keeping up with the 

readings. No special preparation is necessary; the best way to prepare for quizzes is to read each 

assignment thoroughly and carefully (and perhaps take notes). There is no way to make up a 

missed quiz; however, your two lowest scores will be dropped.   

 

 C) Discussion Leadership: 5% 

   You and a partner will be required to help lead all or part of a discussion section. See  

the attached handout for more details. I will circulate a sign-up sheet with dates and topics that 

will correspond to the official syllabus. You and your discussion partner should contact me one 

week before your scheduled date so that we can arrange a time to discuss your plans and 

strategies. You should come to this meeting with your own ideas and plans already sketched out. 

In addition to being graded by me, your “presentation” will also be graded by your classmates. 

Students will rate you on an overall score of 1 to 100 based on the clarity, depth, and originality of 

the presentation as well as how much it helped them to look at the assigned readings in a new way. 
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2) Writing Assignments: 35% 

You will have three writing assignments in this course. The paper topic choices are listed below. 

All papers must be typed, double-spaced, and correctly footnoted using Chicago or Turabian citation style. 

Papers will be graded on the quality of thesis and evidence, on the clarity and organization of argument, 

and on proper grammar and syntax. Late papers will be penalized one full grade per day (including 

weekends). The recommended length for each paper is between 4 to 6 pages. We will discuss these 

assignments in more detail during the semester. 

 When you enroll in any course at Eckerd College, you pledge to live by the Eckerd Honor Code:  

"On my honor, as an Eckerd College student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, or steal, nor to tolerate these 

behaviors in others." As a symbol of your acceptance of this code and a reminder of your promise of 

academic honesty and integrity, please write the word “Pledged” at the bottom of your last text page of 

every paper and sign your name. 

 

 Paper Assignment 1 – 10% (Due Monday, October 15) 

  Choose one of the following topics: 

a.) To what degree have the “journeys” we are reading about required personal sacrifice  

or even personal transformation from the main characters? Choose at least two 

of the readings listed below and make a comparative argument about how the 

sacrifices/changes required of main characters differ in either nature or degree. 

Readings: Kidder, Gilgamesh, Exodus, Ramayana, Muhammad. 

 

b.) Is the natural world a threat or a haven? Is it a source of wonder or worry? Choose at  

least two of the following readings and make an argument about similarities and 

differences in the way the natural world is described. Readings: Kidder, 

Gilgamesh, Exodus, Ramayana. 

 

 Paper Assignment 2 – 10% (Due Monday, November 12) 

Write on the following topic:  

Congratulations! You are so tasteful and knowledgeable about art that President 

Eastman has asked you to choose an art work to be displayed in his office. Money is no 

object, but you must choose from the works represented in Sayre’s A World of Art book. 

Also, as payment, you may choose one additional artwork from the book to display in 

your own new luxury apartment. Which two artworks would you choose for each purpose 

and why? A good paper will make explicit and thorough use of the “art vocabulary” from 

our readings in Sayre (and the lectures) to defend your choices.  

 

 Paper Assignment 3 – 15% (Due Friday, November 30) 

  Choose one of the following topics: 

a.) What is truth, and how does one best seek it? Choose at least two of the following 

works and examine how each model or method of learning is different, and what values 

and/or limitations each approach might have for an Eckerd College student. Work 

choices: Plato, The Life of Galileo, the Gospel of Mark, and The Tao Te Ching. 

 

 b.) Is somebody here making an argument about human nature? Choose at least  

two of the works listed below and compare/contrast their portrayal of human nature. 

What flaws do humans have? What qualities? What hope for improvement? Book 

choices: Plato, The Life of Galileo, the Gospel of Mark, and The Tao Te Ching. 

 

  

3) Exams: 35% (2 midterms 10% each; comprehensive final exam 15%) 

You will have two midterms and final exam. The midterm exams will be unique to our class; 

however, the final exam will be common to all Heritage sections. All exams will consist of essays and 

perhaps some identification terms or “fill in the blanks”.  There will be no make-up exams, so you must 

take the exams during the scheduled times.  

Midterm 1 – Monday, October 8 in class 

Midterm 2 – Monday, November 5 in class 

Final Exam – Wednesday, December 12 from 8:00-11:00am 

  



Emergency Contingency Planning: There is always a possibility that our semester might be interrupted by such 

things as tropical cyclones, bloodthirsty fruit bats, or the ghost of Lao Tzu. If for any reason, Eckerd College is 

evacuated, you should be sure to bring your texts, notes, and syllabus so that you are ready to continue your 

coursework.  Even during an extended evacuation, this course will continue (via e-mail or Moodle if necessary); 

therefore, if you wish to receive course credit, you should be prepared to continue with your studies as well. In such 

an event, it is imperative that you check your Eckerd e-mail and Moodle regularly from your off-campus location. If 

necessary, you should find an Internet Café or public library to do so. 

 

Changes to Syllabus: This syllabus is subject to change. Reading assignments may be altered or added throughout 

the semester. Any changes will be announced in class, but it is the student’s responsibility to find out about such 

changes in case of absence. All assignments must be completed in order to pass this course. 

 

College Program Series: As part of a college requirement, you should attend at least four College Program Series 

events this semester on your way to completing 16 by the end of your Sophomore year. There are usually at least 12 

such events each semester that include lectures on topics of current interest, artistic events, musical or dramatic 

productions, and events focusing on issues of meaning, purpose, and value. These events are not graded in any way, 

but a failure to attend a sufficient number will eventually result in restrictions on registration. Completion of 16 CPS 

events is a graduation requirement. 

 

Accommodation of Disability: If you have a disability or believe that you qualify for accommodations under the 

Americans with Disabilities Act or other laws, please contact Disability Support Services at extension 8248 or via 

email at <dss@eckerd.edu> as soon as possible. Appropriate accommodations can only be arranged through that 

office, and may not be made retroactively. 

 

Plagiarism and Academic Integrity: When you enroll in any course at Eckerd College, you pledge to live by the 

Eckerd Honor Code: "On my honor, as an Eckerd College student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, or steal, nor to tolerate 

these behaviors in others." All students must submit their own original work and must clearly document where they 

have used secondary materials. All cases of plagiarism or cheating will be taken seriously and will be passed on to 

the Academic Honor Council for adjudication. That council may decide to impose penalties including failure of the 

course (and, if a repeat offense, expulsion from the college). As a symbol of your acceptance of this code and a 

reminder of your promise of academic honesty and integrity, please write the word “Pledged” at the end of each 

submitted assignment and sign your name. 

 

 

 

 

 


