
Western Heritage in a Global Context I 
WH181-019   Fall 2009 

 

Dr. Eileen B. Mikals-Adachi   Office: FO 118 

Tel. x 7825      Email: mikalseb@eckerd.edu 

Office Hours: M 1-4; W 3:00-4:00; R 10-1 F 1:00-2:00 

 

DESCRIPTION: All students in WHGC read the same books, attend the same lectures, and take the 

same final exam. However, specific writing assignments and course particulars vary from section to 

section.  The information below is to clarify the procedure for our section (019). 

 

GRADING:  In accord with the statement on page vi of the WHGC syllabus, the three elements that 

will determine your grade are as follows: 35% class participation, 35% written assignments, 30% 

examinations & quizzes. 

 

Class Participation: This is a discussion-based class with an emphasis on interaction between you and 

the texts, between you and the lectures, and between all of us in the class.  In order to be an active 

participant, you must: 

a. Attend all classes and lectures. 15% of participation grade.  More than two unexcused 

absences will lower your grade.  Seven absences will result in failing the course. Excused 

absences are only for medical reasons or emergencies, both of which require documentation. 

b. Participation in discussions.  10% of participation grade.  Prepare a question or topic for 

discussion for each of the lectures and assigned readings. You are expected to share your ideas 

with the class and can be called on at anytime to do so. Always bring the current text to class 

and come prepared, i.e., ready to refer to specific pages. 

c. Oral Presentations. 10% of participation grade.  All students will be assigned in pairs to lead 

discussion on two different texts during the semester.  (See attached list.) The objective of 

discussion leaders should be to assist your pairs in understanding and analyzing the material and to 

initiate discussion.  The format is left up to discussion leaders.  Presentations can include a lecture, 

game, video clips, slide show, skit, questions for the class or other activities that highlight 

important elements of the readings.  Keep in mind the learning objectives of your presentation and 

be realistic within the timeframe of the class.  You have approximately 45 minutes for your 

discussion. If you wish to give students an assignment in advance, you must announce this no later 

than the previous class meeting. Discussion leaders should submit an outline of their presentation 

in lieu of a journal entry for that particular reading.  Grades for Oral Presentation will include peer 

evaluations.  

 

Written Assignments:  The general expectation/requirement for writing in the fall semester of WHGC is 

roughly 35 hours, but the manner in which this time is divided is the choice of the individual professor. The 

writing requirements for our section are as follows: 

          a.  Journal.   In order to organize your thoughts/impressions regarding the lectures             

               and assigned readings, you will submit your question or topic in written form.  This will 

constitute your journal, which will be 5% of your written assignment grade.  Journals can 

be hand written if legible (remember your handwriting is the mirror of your soul) but should 

demonstrate that you have given considerable thought to the readings.  Do not write a 

summary of the reading or list the characters/events in the lecture/text.  

b. Paper #1. 10% of the written assignment grade. Characteristics of a hero.  

               Choose either Gilgamesh or Rama and describe what made him a hero.  

               Be sure to use examples from the text. In addition, choose a person from today  

               and describe the characteristics of a hero that s/he holds.  Compare/contrast the 

               characteristics of each to persuade the reader that time is or is not a factor in  

               defining a hero. Suggested length: 4 pages. Due date: September 21
st
. While no   

               outside reading is required, a visit to the Writing Center is.  Plan accordingly.  

               Note: or all papers, use 1- inch margins, double space, 12-point font.  Use MLA style 



               as noted in A Writer’s Reference for citations and bibliography. Anything shorter than 2  

               pages is probably not sufficiently covering the  topic.  Anything over 6 pages probably  

               needs more focusing and editing.  

c.   Paper #2. 10% of the written assignment grade. Analyze the laws set forth  

               by Moses in Exodus (20-23) through the eyes of Mencius.  

               Describe Mencius’ reaction to these laws, whether or not he would find them  

               reasonable or ridiculous, and what, if any, of those laws he would change and  

               how. Be sure to use examples from both texts. Suggested length: 5 pages. Due  

               Date: October 19
th

. No outside research is required, but a visit to the Writing Center 

               is strongly recommended. For format, see notes in b. 

          d. Paper #3. 10% of the written assignment grade.  Describe the philosophy of 

              life set forth in the Tao Te Ching using passages from the text and apply this          

              philosophy to incidents in your own life.  This will be a narrative piece that  

              includes analysis and autobiography.  Be creative and have fun! Suggested   

  length: 5-8 pages.  Due Date: December 3
rd

  No outside research is required, but a visit   

  to the Writing Center is recommended. For format, see notes in section b.  

 

Examinations:  Examinations are an all-course requirement.  All first year students are required to take 

a final exam on December 12
th

  from 8:00 am to 11:00 am.  No exceptions.  The examination part of 

your grade will be divided as follows: 

a. Quizzes/Test.  10% of examination grade. During the semester, we will have short quizzes 

in the beginning of the class and an essay test.  Two of your lowest grades on short quizzes 

will be dropped and the remainder will determine your quiz/test average.  No make-ups for 

late or absent students.   

b. Final Exam. 20 % of examination grade. 

 

CLASS POLICIES: 

Each student is expected to come to class on time and be ready to learn, share, and discuss. Students 

who are more than five minutes late will be considered absent. The use of cell phones or computers is 

prohibited. Attendance at lectures is also mandatory.  We will meet before the lecture and sit together. 

All other etiquette policies outlined during Autumn Term also apply, i.e. no food, drinks, sunglasses, 

hats, etc. in class.    

 

Email: The only email accounts to be used for this course will be your Eckerd email addresses.  Be sure to 

check your email on a daily basis.  No papers will be accepted via e-mail.   

 

Students With Disabilities:  Any student with special needs because of a disability should contact the 

Counseling Center immediately to report those needs by providing documentation of your disability for 

certification.  No special consideration can be given unless this certification comes from the Counseling 

Center early in the semester.   Please feel free to discuss this issue with me, in private, to inform me or to 

ask for more information. 
 

 

CAMPUS CLOSURE: In the event that the campus is evacuated due to the threat of a hurricane, you 

should first seek a safe evacuation point and take all course materials with you. Within 48 hours of 

evacuation, use your Eckerd email account to inform me that you are safe and available on-line.  If your 

new location has no on-line access, it is your responsibility to find a local library, friend, or relative with 

access to the Internet.  And, if for some reason, it is impossible for you to have on-line access, it is your 

responsibility to inform me as such via phone as soon as possible.  During the evacuation, all 

communication for the course will take place via our Eckerd email accounts and on-line.  Assignments and 

instructions in the case of an extended evacuation will be posted as online course materials, and students 

will therefore need to check both email and myeckerd.  
 

 
 

 



Discussion Leaders 
 

Date   Major Text   Discussion Leaders 

 

Sept.12 Ramayana     Cameron & Stefani  

Sept. 14  Ramayana    Jake F. & Noah   

Sept. 24  Strength in What Remains  Aidan & Nikolai   

Sept 26  Strength in What Remains Rachael G.& Stacy    

Sept. 28  Exodus    Gina & Jake W. 

Oct. 1 Exodus    Nick & Aino           

Oct. 3 Life of Muhammed  Emily & Alison Poirier   

Oct. 5  Life of Muhammed  Oliver & Taylor     

Oct. 12 Mencius    Ree Ae & Allison Perry   

Oct. 15 Mencius    Natalie & Nathan 

Oct. 17 Euripides, Iphigenia  Bobby & Rachel L.    

Oct. 19 Euripides, Iphigenia  Cameron & Aino    

Oct. 31 The Republic    Noah & Alison Poirier  

Nov. 2 The Republic   Jake F & Taylor 

Nov. 9          Gospel of Mark   Rachael & Nikolai  

Nov. 12 Gospel of Mark    Allison Perry & Charley   

Nov. 14   Life of Galileo   Rachel L. & Natalie 

Nov. 16 Life of Galileo   Stefanie & Ree Ae 

Nov. 19 Tao Te Ching   Aidan & Jake W 

Nov. 21 Tao Te Ching   Charley & Nathan 

Nov. 26 Buddha-Carita   Nick & Oliver 

Nov. 28 Buddha-Carita   Bobby & Emily 

Nov. 30 Rashomon   Gina & Stacy 

 

     


