
Western Heritage in a Global Context 

 

WH181-10        Prof. Greg Gerdeman 

Eckerd College       Office: Sheen B 102 

Fall Term 2012       Office phone: x7899 

Class location: SHB 118      gerdemgl@eckerd.edu 

 

Special Note regarding the Fall 2012 semester!!  

As you all know by now, this is a special semester for your Heritage professor. As of Oct. 1 

(if not earlier), I will be attaining the title of new dad. For this reason, and with permission 

of the Dean of Faculty, my office hours in Fall 2012 are by appointment only. I still 

want you to consider me as your mentor and accessible professor. I am a resource for you 

to succeed in WHGC, and whenever you see me in my office, you may feel free to knock. 

However, there is no guarantee for a drop-in visit to my office this semester, and on many 

days I will leave campus in the early afternoon. However, I am open to scheduling virtual 

online office hours via Google chats or “hangouts.” It may also be useful or important to 

schedule mentoring meetings using Skype. Please accept my sincere gratitude and respect 

for your willingness to be flexible regarding our out-of-class face time this semester.  

 

About WHGC in general…           
All students in Western Heritage in a Global Context read the same books, attend the 

same lectures, and take the same final exam.  However some aspects vary from section to 

section.  The information here is to clarify the procedures for our section,* and is 

intended to supplement the larger WHGC course syllabus; read both carefully.  

 

Evaluation 
The three elements in determining your final grade in the course will be participation in 

the course, written assignments, and examinations. 

Participation: 35% 

Writing Assignments: 30% 

Midterm and Final Exams: 35% 

 

PARTICIPATION (35%): This is a discussion-based course; if you are not present you 

cannot participate.  All required reading must be completed before coming to class.  

Participation evaluation includes the following: 

 

Attendance:  Attendance at ALL classes—lectures and discussions—is mandatory.  3% 

of your final grade will be deducted for each unexcused absence beyond two.  You 

do get two “free” absences from class.  Exceptions are for medical emergencies, not for 

such things as “I had to drive my friend to the airport.” Please understand that for the 

sake of consistency and fairness, I will need you to seek attention from a health 

professional at the campus health center if you wish to claim illness as an excused 

absence from the class.  

 

Participation in discussions (15%): Participation means being an active learner and 

teacher for the limited time that we have in the classroom.  You will come prepared to 
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discuss the assigned text or lecture. Use your texts!! They are a means to an end, not 

the end itself; so use them for your active learning and to facilitate your recollection of 

important themes and passages. This means you should underline passages in the text 

you find to be of special meaning or relevance! Take notes in margins! This not only 

helps you really milk the text for its worth; it also prepares you to share your insights in 

class, which enriches all of us. Always bring current texts to class. You will be 

evaluated on the basis of your active and informed participation in all class discussions 

and activities.   

 

Points of Inquiry (considered a part of the 15% discussion grade described above) – On 

the course Moodle page you will find a “Points of Inquiry” activity for each day we have 

a primary text to discuss in class (which is most days!). Here you will, prior to class, post 

1-2 questions or probing comments that you feel will help elucidate the text for you and 

your classmates, and which you are suggesting as a possible area of focused discussion 

for that class session.   

 

Critical Reading logs (10%): You will complete critical reading logs, to be handed out 

prior to most sections of required reading. These logs will require short written entries 

that reflect your comprehension of the given text and its meaning, prompt you to analyze 

key themes and ideas, apply those ideas to your own experience, evaluate the piece using 

your own criteria, and select pinnacle quotes for our further analysis and discussion in 

class. This will be explained further in class.  

 

 

Quizzes (10%): You will be given up to 10 quizzes during the semester. The quizzes will 

be made up of short and relatively straightforward questions designed to test whether you 

are keeping up with the readings. In other words, these quizzes will be designed to test 

your familiarity with the key aspects of the readings, whereas the full exams in the course 

will require a level of mastery over the combined subject content. No special preparation 

is necessary for quizzes; the best way to prepare is to read each assignment thoroughly 

and carefully, taking notes and underlining along the way… in other words, normal class 

preparation. There is no way to make up a missed quiz; however, your two lowest 

scores will be dropped. **Note! You will take quizzes in the class sessions with Prof. 

Irby, and you are accountable for your performance on those quizzes! I will grade them 

and count them among your quiz grades.  
 

Team text introductions (5%): You will sign up for a team introduction of a particular 

text, and the effectiveness of this presentation will count for 5% of your course grade. 

The idea here is to work as partners to introduce the class to the biographical, historical 

and social/cultural information that is key to placing the particular text in its real world 

context. I will also expect a greater level of fluency and familiarity with all important 

names and terms in the text. If there is a tricky name, consult a reference and practice 

pronouncing it if necessary! This also includes an additional responsibility to help seed 

provocative and engaging discussion questions or activities (beyond what is required for 

the Points of Inquiry posts, although you may draw from those). Teams must consult with 

Prof. Gerdeman at least 24 hours in advance of the class session you will introduce. The 

earlier the better… because if I want you to add more, I will hold you to it.  
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EXAMINATIONS (35%) 

 

You will take 3 exams in this course: 

Two section exams, on October 8
th

 and Nov. 5. Section exams will cover the lectures, 

reading, and other common, required elements of the course. They will consist of: A) 

short answer questions requiring you to identify and contextualize certain key terms and 

major quotes from the readings; B) a short analysis of a selected piece of art from the art 

lectures or the Sayre text; and C) an in-class short essay that requires you to critically 

analyze two or more of the required readings. The two section exams will combine to 

represent 15% of your course grade. I will factor your lowest test score as 7%, and 

your highest test score at 8% of your grade, respectively.  

Final exam on December 12
th

 (8:30 – 11:30 am).  Students in all WHGC sections take 

the same final exam, which is worth 20% of your final grade. During the last week of 

classes, you will receive a comprehensive study guide, from which the final exam will be 

constructed by Dean Sanfilippo. The WHGC faculty, including me, will not know which 

of the questions we generated for the study guide will actually be on the final. The final 

exam time is not flexible. Do NOT schedule holiday travel prior to the afternoon of Dec 

12. Assume the final exam may take you the entire 3 hours.  

 

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS (30%) 

 

You will have two major writing assignments in this course. All papers must be typed, 

double-spaced, and correctly formatted and referenced using the style indicated for 

each assignment (to be announced). Papers will be graded on the quality of thesis and 

evidence, on the clarity and organization of argument, and on proper grammar and 

syntax. It is highly recommended that you take advantage of the resources of the Writing 

Center. Late papers will be penalized 1/2 grade per day (B becomes B- etc. including 

weekends). We will discuss these assignments in more detail in the classroom.  

 

 

ECKERD COLLEGE HONOR CODE 

Effective Autumn Term 2005, faculty members shall include the Eckerd College Honor 

Code on the syllabus for each course and require students to write 'pledged' and sign it on  

every assignment, indicating that their work is consistent with the Code.  The Honor 

Code reads as follows: On my honor, as an Eckerd College student, I pledge not to 

lie, cheat, or steal, nor to tolerate these behaviors in others. 

 

OTHER: 

 

I reserve the right to create other assignments during the semester, to be factored into the 

course participation grade, and you will also be expected to follow assignments and 

activities created by team discussion leaders. Please no cell phones, computers, frivolous 

profanity or intrusive fragrances in class. Do not eat in the classroom, or open carbonated 

beverages. Remove the temptation of having your phone on and in reach. Texting, web 
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browsing or using any electronic device during class time without explicit permission, 

including during group heritage lectures, will result in an automatic penalty of -5% of the 

final course grade.  Please don’t test me on this one.  

 

Contingency / Evacuation Plan: 

In the event of a weather-related mandatory evacuation from campus, we will work to 

continue the course from a distance. Interactive conversations and assignments will be 

accomplished using the course Moodle site, online chats, Skype, and other forms of 

electronic communication.You will travel with all required texts, and make electronic or 

telephone contact with Prof. Gerdeman as soon as you are able to safely do so. We’ve 

had a warm up to this!  

 

Addendum: My view of course participation…  

 In WHGC, your participation is vital to the course. You must take responsibility 

for your own learning, your own search for deep meaning! Your active involvement is a 

wonderful benefit and reward to all your peers in the classroom, and you will in turn be 

rewarded for enriching our experience!  

 I strive to make my expectations as clear as possible. In this course, your overall 

participation grade is worth 35%, including discussions (15%), quizzes (10%), reading 

logs (10%), and team text introductions (5%). In terms of discussions, I include both in-

class contributions and your inspiring and thoughtful use of the Points of Inquiry pages 

that are posted on the course Moodle website. Below I briefly outline my expectations for 

earning that 15% grade as a valued discussant in our class. Please read it carefully. You 

will note that this does not boil down to whether you contribute a prescribed number of 

times. I will strive to give you formal feedback on your discussion grade, at about the 

time of each of our test days in the semester. Please also feel free to talk with me anytime 

about how I feel you are doing!  
 

Grade 

earned 

Participation Criteria – what I expect from you in order to earn your 

discussion grade  

A 

 Demonstrates excellent preparation in class; has analyzed the assigned 

readings exceptionally well, relating it to other sources or ideas within 

the course 

 Offers analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of texts. With classroom 

questions or online Points of Inquiry, puts together pieces of the 

discussion that promote taking the class further into the meaning behind 

the texts. 

 Contributes in a very significant way to an ongoing discussion: keeps 

analysis focused and relevant to the text, responds thoughtfully to other 

students’ comments, contributes to cooperative argument-building, 

suggests alternative ways of approaching the material 

 Demonstrates ongoing very active involvement 
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B 

 Demonstrates good preparation: knows the text well. 

 Offers interpretations and analysis of the text (more than just facts and 

summaries) to class. Posts insightful, provocative, relevant questions or 

comments as Points of Inquiry 

 Contributes well to discussion in an ongoing way: responds to other 

students’ points, thinks through his/her own points, questions others 

(students/professor) in a constructive way, offers and supports 

suggestions that may be counter to the majority opinion 

 Demonstrates consistent ongoing involvement 

C 

 Demonstrates adequate participation: reads the text and knows some 

facts, but does not show evidence of trying to interpret or analyze the 

research 

 Offers straightforward information (e.g. directly from the text), without 

elaboration 

 Does not offer to contribute to the discussion, but contributes to a 

moderate degree when called on 

 Demonstrates sporadic involvement 

D 

 Present, not disruptive 

 Tries to respond when called on but does not offer much; there is little 

evidence of completely reading the text. 

 Demonstrates very infrequent involvement in discussion, either in class 

or posts to Points of Inquiry 

 Gives impression that does not care about participating 

F 

 Excessive absences and utter lack of participation in the classroom will 

earn a discussion grade of zero.  

 Using cell phones or other electronic distractions in class without 

explicit permission 

 

 


