
WHGC    Fall 2011 

Instructor: Hong Gu 

Office: FT 235 (Rahall Communication Resources Center) 

Office phone: x 7569 

E-mail: guh@eckerd.edu 

Office hours: MWF 10:35-11:45; M 1:00-3:50 pm or by appointment 

 

Class Policy and Expectations:  

 

 Please read carefully the Course Objectives, Basic Classroom and Lecture Expectations, 

Grading and Evaluation and etc. in the Course packet (v-xiii) 

 Every student is responsible for contributing to the vitality and longevity of this learning 

community (that is, your WHGC class) 

 Class attendance is mandatory. Any student who has accumulated six unexcused absences, or is 

unable to complete all the writing assignments or is unable to take the in-class writings and final 

exam will automatically fail this course.  

 Students should turn in the writing assignments on time as scheduled. Late work can result in 

lowering the grade by one letter, and any assignment that is turned in two days late without 

the instructor's approval will not be accepted.  

 Always bring the assigned reading materials for discussion (i.e. textbooks) to class 

 

Class Requirements and Evaluation: 

 

 Class participation (including quizzes 5%, discussion leader 10%, and class discussion 

contribution 20%) 35% 

 3 Writing assignments 30% 

 Two in-class writings 10%  and Final examination 25% 

 

100-90 = A      89-80 = B      79-70 = C     69-60 = D 

 

 

Schedule for Discussion Leaders and Other Activities 

 

Monday 

 

Wednesday Friday 

9-3  Lecture 

 

9-5 Discussion 9-7  Gilgamesh (pp. 61-84) 

9-10  Gilgamesh (pp. 85-119) 

 

9-12 Ramayana (intro-ch 5) 

(DL) Lyndsey 

9-14  Ramayana (ch 6-Epilogue) 

(DL) Mitchell 

9-17  Art Lecture (Miller) 

 

9-19 Discussion: Art 9-21  Lecture: Strength in What 

Remains (Tracy Kidder) Fox hall 

9-24  Discussion: Strength in 

What Remains 

(DL) Claire 

9-26  Discussion: Strength in 

What Remains 

(DL) Diamond 

9-28  Exodus (Intro-ch17)  

(DL) Max 

 

10-1  Exodus (ch 18-24 & 31-40) 

(DL) Abbey 

10-3  Muhammad (pp.11-35) 

(DL) Thor 

10-5  Muhammad (pp. 35-57) 

(DL) Jerric  
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10-8  Section Day:  

In-class Writing—Timed-essay 

Essay # 1 due 

10-10 Lecture: Justice (Fox Hall)  

 

10-12 Mencius (Book I part A, 

Book II part A, Book III part A) 

(DL) Kathleen  

10-15 Mencius (Book IV part A, 

Book VI part A, Book VII part A 

(DL) Elisa 

10-17  Iphigenia in Aulis (pp. 

217-244)  

(DL) Hannah  

10-19   Iphigenia in Aulis 

(pp.244-275)  

(DL) Matt Carlson 

10-22  Art lecture (Miller) 10-24  Discussion: Art lecture 10-26  The Republic (Book 1 25-

52; Book 2 53-81)  

(DL) Gabe  

10-29 Fall Break--No class 

 

10-31  The Republic (Book 4 

116- 139; Book 5 140-153; 204-

208) (DL) Matthew S 

11-2   The Republic (Book 7 

209-234; Book 10 285-311) 

(DL) Eva 

11-5  Section Day: In-class 

writing    

Essay # 2 due  

11-7  Lecture: Truth (Fox Hall) 

 

11-9  Gospel of Mark (intro-ch 

10)  

(DL) Elena 

11-12 Gospel of Mark (ch 11-16) 

(DL) Jesse  

11-14 Life of Galileo (scenes1-8) 

(DL) Johan  

11-16   Life of Galileo (scenes 9-

15) (DL) Cole  

11-19  Tao Te Ching (pp.1 - 43, 

46 – 50) 

(DL) Lori 

11-21  Tao Te Ching (pp. 57 - 60, 

65, 72, 77, 80) 

(DL) Breanna 

11-23  Thanksgiving Holiday 

11-26  Buddhism (pp. 60-72) 11-28  Buddhism (pp. 73-83) 11-30  Rashomon 

 

12-3  Art Lecture (Miller) 

 

12-5  Discussion: Art 12-7 Section Day: Review  

Essay # 3 due  

 

Final Exam: Wednesday, December 12 8:00-11:00 

 

Notes:  

 

1. Discussion leaders' tasks are: 1)  to prepare important and engaging questions regarding the text 

(at least five questions) that help generate vigorous intellectual exchange of ideas and feelings 

about the text, and 2) to facilitate the discussion of the text. This means that the discussion 

leader needs to develop the skills and sensitivity that help lead the discussion more lively and 

deeply. This exercise will help students learn how to recognize, encourage and stimulate 

different views while also learning how to build up consensus. Each discussion leader must 

learn to lead the class discussion for 35-45 minutes.  

Discussion Leaders must type his/her prepared questions and turn the question sheet in to the 

instructor on the day of the discussion. 

 

2. This class takes a student-centered learning approach, so class discussion of texts and lectures is 

an indispensable part of this course. Students' contribution to discussion is mandatory. All 

students should actively engage in and contribute to class discussion. Learn to listen to one 

another attentively and to express oneself clearly and coherently.  

There are altogether 30 class meetings in this semester, during which class discussion is expected. 

Students must make regular contributions to these discussions sessions in order to get the full 



20% of the final grade. (A minimum of 20 times is required to get the full points for discussion, 

and students who attend class but speak less than 10 times will lose 5% of the final grade; and 

those who contributes less than 5 times will lose 10% of the final grade. 

 

3. For those days when no student discussion leader is scheduled, the instructor will provide 

specific instruction for the discussion, including small group activities. 

 

4. Specific instruction for writing assignments will be provided in a timely manner. Students will 

be given adequate time to prepare their assignments.  

 

 

A Contingency Plan in case of hurricanes 

 

During the Atlantic hurricane season (from June 1 through November 30), if our college is forced to 

close for a period of time, students should 

 

1) Continue to study by themselves, reading the assigned reading materials according to the 

course syllabus. 

2) Since we are unable to hold class discussion on a particular text during the days or a week of 

evacuation, students will write a two-page response paper to each text you have read. In this 

short paper, you will try to comment on the central themes/characters/plot/argument, as well as 

other things that you find interesting or puzzling, as critically as you can. Remember: a 

response paper is not a summary of the text; rather, it is a way for you to engage the text—to 

discuss both your emotional and intellectual reaction to it.  

3) In case the evacuation lasts much longer than two weeks, the instructor will also post study 

guide and questions online to help your study.  


