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Western Heritage in a Global Context  
Fall 2012: Grading and assignment schedule 

 

Instructor: Olivier Debure 

Office hours: MWF: 10:35-12:00 noon; MRF: 1:30-3:30pm; T-TH: 9:00 – 11:00 am 

 and by appointment. 

Office phone (Located in Fox Hall): 864-7678 

Mail: My mailbox is located in Brown Hall 

Email: Debureoc@eckerd.edu 

 

Attendance, Preparation, and Participation (40%) 
 

Participation: (20%): The class is mainly organized around discussions, conversations, 

analysis, and your full participation is necessary for learning. Participation is to actively 

participate in a discussion, not merely be a listener, and to offer different ideas, points of 

view (sometimes extreme – please do that), in a constructive, respectful manner. 

Participation is always, in my experience, directly proportional to the level of preparation 

(i.e. reading). The best way to ensure your participation (if you are shy) is to prepare 

questions and comments while reading. 

 

Attendance: (10%) At the beginning of the semester you automatically receive a 100 as 

your attendance grade. Each class or general lecture you miss counts for 4%. If you miss 

a class or general lecture, your attendance grade is lowered by 4%, except for 

documented medical reason, college associated event, and extreme circumstances. 

Exceeding 6 absences will result in an F in the course. In addition, two “tardiness” equal 

one absence. 

 

Presentation: (10%) You will be responsible to present in groups of two on a specific 

subject during the semester. A sign up sheet will be distributed the first day of classes.  

Make sure to meet with your professor (at least one day prior – by appointment) to 

discuss your plan. Presentation should last 5-10 minutes maximum.  

 

The content of the presentations needs to be centered on “background” information on 

the works we are reading: the historical background, some dates to situate our thinking, 

may be how life was at that time, other writers who were contemporaries, also geographic 

maps, or who the author was, etc… These presentations will help us contextualize the 

readings. 

 

This presentation must not summarize the work or the ideas in the text. All information 

presented should be cited properly. It is strongly recommended to discuss sources of 

possible academic information with a Reference Librarian (to expand your search beyond 

Google and Wikipedia!) and to practice the presentation at the Rahall Center. 

 

Remember to to place yourself in the shoes of your audience: “What I would like to know 

about this is? Or, what I think is interesting? Or, how I would present this in an 

informational and pleasant format?”. 
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Exams: (30%)  
 

There are three in class exams: two short 60 minute exams Monday Oct. 8
th

 and Monday 

November 5
th

, and a final exam on Wednesday December 12
th
 at 8:00am. 

 

Writing: (30%)  
 

- There will be assigned two (2) paper during the semester. Topics will be distributed during 

the semester. 

- Each is worth 15% of the grade. One letter grade will be deducted for each day late. 

 

- You will need to get it reviewed by another student from our class prior to turning it in. You 

can turn in your paper early (several days is best) to get my evaluation. 

 

- Make sure your paper is free of spelling mistakes, double spaced, typed, 11 or 12 points font 

size, with standard margins. Include page numbers and staple your paper. Use MLA or APA 

style of referencing and bibliography.  

 

- Plagiarism: This class adheres to the Eckerd College plagiarism policy.  

 

- The critique and the addressing (or not) the critique counts for 15% of the paper. 

 

Paper Assignment 1: Choose one topic among the following list 1- 3 and turn it in 

prior to Tuesday October 23rd
 
at 5pm. Include a student’s review of your paper** 

 

1. Referring to specific episodes in the texts, discuss the impact of decision making on the 

journeys of the main characters in the three texts Ramayana, Gilgamesh, and Strength in 

What Remains.  

 

2. Referring to specific events, situations, passages in the texts, answer this question: What 

can one learn from reflecting on the relationship between gods and humans in at least 3 of the 

following texts:  Exodus, Ramayana, The life of Muhammad and Gilgamesh. 

 

3. Referring to specific events, situations, passages in the texts, discuss the identity (and/or 

role) of women characters in Iphigenia, the Ramayana, and Gilgamesh.  

 

Paper Assignment 2: Choose one topic among the following list 5-8 and turn it in as 

early as November 22
nd

 but no later than Tuesday December 4
th

 at 5pm. Include a 

student’s review of your paper or visit the Writing Center. 
 

5. Several texts introduce us to the idea of what it is to lead a “just life”. Comment on what 

you think of the ideas developed in at least three (3) of the following texts: Mencius, Gospel 

of Mark, Buddha-Carita, and The Republic.  Be thorough and give examples. 

 

6. Throughout the semester, we have been presented with the notion of “moderation in the 

midst of success” and/or with characters facing unusual situations. Comment what one can 

learn from these situations using ideas and examples developed in at least three of the 

following texts: The Republic, Gospel of Mark, Strength in What Remains, and Life of 

Galileo 
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7. Mencius was influenced by the writings of Confucius and Plato was influenced by 

Socrates’ ideas. What ideas have influenced you this semester in the readings and lectures 

done this semester since (and including) Iphigenia (October 17)?  Be thorough, include the 

how and why, and give examples. (If you question how many texts should be included in this 

essay, this is not the topic you should choose). 

 

8. Several of the texts and the lectures on art, instead of reinforcing our pre-established ideas 

on justice and truth, or educating us on the reality of what is justice and truth, have 

challenged us to question everything, to not trust our senses, to seek for a deeper 

understanding, and to commit ourselves to constantly reconsider our ideas. By referring to 

specific passages in the texts (or even art pieces) which ones had that affect on you? And how 

have you responded to this challenge? Or/and what have you changed as a result? Of course, 

refer to the specific ideas or events in the texts. 

** Student Review: You need to have someone FROM OUR WHGC CLASS review your paper 

prior to turning it in.  The reviewer will need to address the following items (if applicable) and 

you will need to indicate if you did (indicate how) or did not (then indicate why) address the 

suggestions. Your reviewer should comment in writing on the following items. Include the review 

with your paper on a separate sheet (include the name of your reviewer). 

Critique the paper on the following criteria: 

 

1. Genuine interest and knowledge in the question or topic 

2. The presence of intellectual passion & the pleasure of discovery 

3. Awareness of an audience’s need(s) & perspective(s) 

4. Awareness of the conventions of the field (i.e., writing style, documentation format…) 

5. Clarity, logic, comprehensibility,  

6. Thorough support, evidence, and development of ideas 

7. Appropriate paper tone 

8. Appropriate thesis and conclusion. 

 

Grade distribution: 

C+ = 79.99 – 78 F = below 60 

A = 100 – 92      C- = 71.9 - 70 

A- = 91.99 – 90     C = 77.9 – 72 

B+ = 89.99 – 88     D+ = 69.99 – 68 

B = 87.9 – 82      D = 67.9 - 62 

B- = 81.99 – 80     D- = 61.9 – 60 

 

Other: You should attend a minimum of four College Program Series events in the Fall 

 

Emergency: If the campus is evacuated for any emergency (extreme weather, tsunami, 

hurricane, any disaster, invasion by giant ants, pandemic anything, nuclear anything, etc.) you 

are expected to continue working on this course independently. At that time I would send you an 

email indicating how you could access assignments, online syllabus, information, lectures, and 

other necessary educational resources to complete the course. 

 

No cell phones on during class time. 

Use of computers is restricted to work related to the class. 

You are required to write “pledged” and sign every assignment. 
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Western Heritage in a Global Context  

Fall 2012: Grading and assignment schedule 

Instructor – Olivier Debure 

 
Honor Code pledge: 

 

1. Read the following: “On my honor, as an Eckerd College student, I pledge not to lie, 

cheat, or steal, nor to tolerate those behaviors in others.” 

 

 2. Write “pledged” and sign: __________________________________________ 

 

 3. You are required to write “pledged” and sign on every assignment 


