
Western Heritage in a Global Context 

Eckerd College—Fall, 2012 

Section 01 

 

Professor:  Thomas Ashman, Ph.D. 

 

Office: Forrer 108 

 

Office Hours: Monday, 11:00-12:30; 1:00-3:00 

Tuesday, 10:30-12:30; 1:00-2:00 

  Wednesday, 11:00-12:30; 1:00-3:00 (Please note that Faculty or 

Collegium meetings are often scheduled for Wednesday afternoons.  On those occasions, 

office hours will be cancelled.)   

  Thursday, 10:30-12:30; 1:00-3:00 

  Friday, 11:00-12:30 

 

Phone:  864-8344 

 

e-mail: ashmantd@eckerd.edu 

 

All students in Western Heritage in a Global Context (WHGC) read the same books, 

attend the same lectures, and take the same final exam.  However, specific writing 

assignments, mid-term exams, and course particulars vary from section to section.  What 

follows are the requirements for our section of WHGC. 

 

ALWAYS BRING THE TEXT BEING DISCUSSED TO CLASS!!!! I expect that you 

will complete the assigned readings before coming to class. 

 

Grading and Evaluation: 
Consistent with the policy on page vi of the WHGC syllabus, there are three elements 

which will be used in determining your course grade: 

One-third examinations 

One-third class participation 

One-third written assignments 

 

A.  Examinations: 
There is one common final exam on Wednesday December 12.  However, in our section, 

we will have in class exams on Monday October 8, and Monday November 5. These 

exams will cover the lectures, readings, and other common, required elements of the 

course. 

 

B. Class Participation (CP): 

Quizzes (25 percent of your CP grade) at the beginning of discussion days will check 

your knowledge of the reading and/or lectures.  Your actual participation (50 percent of 

your CP grade) in discussions will be evaluated on the basis of your active and informed 

contributions and attentiveness during class activities.  Last you will, in two-person teams 

mailto:ashmantd@eckerd.edu


present orally on a topic during the semester (25 percent of your CP grade).  The 

presentation choices for each team are attached.   

 

C. Writing Assignments: 

You will have two writing assignments in this class:  a focused paper and a research 

paper.  Each will contribute equally to your writing grade for the course. 

 

1) Focused Paper—How long, right? Answer:  Long enough to answer the assigned 

question thoroughly.  I am anticipating a length of around 5 pages, doubled 

spaced, with conventional fonts and margins.  Anything shorter than 3 and one-

half pages will probably not cover the topic well.  Anything over 7 pages will 

probably be in need of major “fluff” removal (i.e., editing).  Note that the readers 

of your paper will be both your classmates and me.  Plan on bringing a draft to 

class on a specific date.  Other students will read it, critique it, and then you will 

submit the final version a few days later. 

 

2) Research Paper—This will be a little longer than the focused paper, probably 7 

or 8 pages long.  Your statement of your theme and an outline of the paper will be 

due in advance.  After getting my approval, the final paper will be due. 

 

D. Student Responsibility 

College is markedly different than high school and requires the development of a 

different set of skills.  One major difference is the level of responsibility the student must 

take for her/his learning.  Disavowal of such responsibility comes in multiple forms 

(missing class, not handing in work, handing in work late, not paying attention in class, 

not taking notes, etc.).  I reserve the right to assign a grade of “F” to students who fail to 

accept the increased responsibility that comes with being an Eckerd College student.  In 

short: be prepared, be present, be punctual, and be part of the learning experience.  

 

Hurricane Contingency: 

In the event that the campus is closed for a hurricane, it is essential that students take 

their books and other materials with them.  Discussion assignments listed on the main 

WHGC syllabus will be converted into essay questions that each student will be required 

to complete and submit electronically to me.  I will send the questions to the class 

electronically before the date that the reading should be completed as listed on the main 

syllabus.  The answer to the essay question should be submitted to me within one week 

after the scheduled reading assignment.  This will be the case whether the campus closure 

is short-term (i.e., one or two class sessions) or longer.  Your “focused” and “research” 

papers will still be due on the date assigned, except that they will have to be submitted 

electronically.  Obviously, the “critique session” for the focused paper will be eliminated 

if there is a campus closure.  The dates and method of administration for exams will be 

determined by the WHGC faculty as a whole. 


