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Course Description 

Western Heritage in a Global Context is the foundational course upon which the entire Eckerd College 

residential curriculum is built.  Nearly all of the college’s residential undergraduates take WHGC and 

virtually all of the full-time faculty lead discussion sections of the course every few years.  The shared 

experience of both faculty and students working through a common syllabus knits the Eckerd community in 

important ways. I hope you enjoy taking part in this collegial bonding exercise which we began in Autumn  

Term. 

WHGC is focused on primary source materials, both texts and visual art works, that are central to the world’s 

intellectual and spiritual traditions. WHGC I is oriented to ancient works and to the universal themes of The 

Journey, Justice and Truth.   The reading list includes the following:  the Sumerian Epic of Gilgamesh; The 

Republic by Plate and Euripides’s play Iphigenia at Aulis from ancient Greece; the book of Exodus from the 

Hebrew Bible as well as the Christian Gospel of Mark; portions of the Qu’ran; the writings of Mencius and 

Lao-Tzu from ancient China; and one India’s great sacred texts, The Ramayana, as well as the Budda-Carita, 

also from India.  We shall also read Brecht’s contemporary play the Life of Galileo in the context of seeking 

truth. A few, short additional readings are excerpted in the WHGC syllabus in order to provide context for 

the longer works, but the emphasis shall be on the texts listed above. WHGC II, which most of you will take 

in the spring, is oriented, by contrast, to relatively recent works and to contemporary themes such as uses and  

abuses of power, definitions of freedom, and the human relationship to nature.   

Assignments 

Reading and discussion are central to Western Heritage in a Global Context.  You can expect to spend 4-6 

hours a week reading and reflecting upon the texts and lecture material. You will also have essays to write 

totaling about 30 hours of work over the course of the semester.  Each of the texts we encounter is important 

enough to justifying spending an entire semester exploring them.  If you are drawn to one text (or visual art 

work) or another, I hope you will consider taking an advanced course where you can dig deeper under the  

guidance of an expert in the field.    

Our point in WHGC is not to become experts on these texts but rather to discover how they address a 

handful of enduring human questions in one of many readings you will undertake of each text over the 

course of a lifetime.  In one sense, we shall be conversing with the texts and their authors regarding these  

enduring questions; in another sense, the texts will be conversing with each other on these topics.   

The common course syllabus lists the pages you are to read from each text in those instances where we are 

not reading the entire text.  Writing assignments and in-class exam preparations specific to our section of 

WHGC are outlined in detail in additional files. All writing assignments should be documented using MLA  

citation format. 

Grading 

As explained in the common syllabus for WHGC, your grade will be based one-third upon the quality of 

class preparation and discussion contributions, one-third upon the quality of your formal writing 

assignments and one-third upon your performance on exams and quizzes.  I have organized all of this on a 

1000-point system as you will see within specific assignments posted to Moodle and further reflected in the  

grading module. 

Attendance, Class Preparation and Class Participation: 

Your preparation for discussion should be evident by completion of reading questions (when these 

are assigned), comments in the margins of your texts, lecture outlines and perhaps additional reading 

notes.  Participation itself depends upon your being present in class, of course, and then on your 

speaking up at least once per discussion session and making helpful comments.  
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Attendance:  The assumption is that you will attend and fully participation in every class meeting, but 

things do come up:  you get the flu, you need to be in a cousin’s wedding, etc.  Please communicate 

with me when these issues emerge, regardless of the situation.  The way my point system is set up, 

you may miss three class sessions (including lectures) without pulling down your participation grade.  

After that, each absence will bring down your final grade by a percentage point.  Your grades on tests 

and papers are likely to suffer indirectly, of course, if you make a habit of skipping class.  Should a 

major health or family emergency arise, please communicate with the Dean of Students.  He will 

send out a notice to all of your professors letting them know what is going on.  You will not be 

penalized for going to the hospital or attending an immediate family member’s funeral, but you do  

need to take the step of communicating with the Dean’s Office to establish an excused absence.  

Essays and Other Writing: 

In a separate document, you will find each of your formal writing assignments outlined and the due 

dates given for each.  Sometimes, I will ask for a first draft; in shorter assignments, I may not do this.  

However, there is always the opportunity to improve your essay for a better grade.  If there are 

citation errors, I will not award points for a final draft, period.  I won’t reward violations of the Honor  

Code. 

Exams and Quizzes: 

Short reading quizzes will be given once in a while at the beginning of class. On Monday, Oct. 8 and 

Monday, November 5, there will be in-class essay exams to cap off the first two units of the course.  

These exams will be specific to our section of WHGC.  Everyone enrolled in WHGC I will take the 

final exam, scheduled for Wednesday, December 12 at 8:30 a.m.  

 

Honor Code 

One of the most important contributions of the West to the world’s intellectual traditions is the idea that each 

individual has the power, and in fact the responsibility, to formulate unique and significant insights worthy 

of sharing with others.  Original work is prized in western civilization whereas copying others’ work without 

giving credit to the original author is considered bad sportsmanship.  These attitudes are reflected in the 

Eckerd College honor code to which students attest each time they submit an assignment.  The code, “On my 

honor as an Eckerd College student, I pledge not to lie, heat, or steal, nor to tolerate those behaviors in 

others,” may be simplified to the word “Pledged” which you are to write, along with your signature, at the 

top of every assignment you submit.  You can simply type this word at the top of assignments submitted  

electronically. 

Getting Help 

I love working with students one on one and am committed to offering whatever assistance and guidance you 

might need during this academic year.  You may contact me by e-mail at epsteijo@eckerd.edu or by 

telephone at 727-864-8459  (O) or even 727-773-7704 (C ) with your questions or requests for a private 

meeting.  An appointment schedule is always posted on my office door (Roberts 128). 

Emergency Closures 

Should a hurricane or other emergency cause the Eckerd College campus to close during the fall semester, 

please read the assigned texts and complete the writing assignments to Moodle until classes resume.  There 

may be an opportunity to hold on-line discussions of the reading material as well depending, of course, on 

the condition of the region’s utilities infrastructure following a storm.  Please consult the college website for 

further details should a major emergency arise. 


