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Honor Code: The Eckerd College Honor Code reads as follows: 

On my honor, as an Eckerd College student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, or steal, nor to tolerate these 
behaviors in others. 

On EACH assignment that you turn in, you must write “pledged,” followed by your signature.  
This shorthand indicates that your work is consistent with the Code.  By pledging your work, you 
are also claiming that you have not plagiarized, so “I just forgot to cite my sources” as an excuse 
for plagiarism won’t work: your pledge says, “I am turning this in as my own work.” 

 

WH 181-021 WESTERN HERITAGE 
 

Dr. Kat Robinson 
Email: robinskk@eckerd.edu  Website: DRKAT.ORG 

 

A very wise person once gave 

me a bit of advice—she said 

that the reason I should read 

great books is not for any 

reason except selfish ones.  

This bit of advice relates to the 

idea that we are not meant to 

engage books and art and 

images in order to become  

part of something exterior to 

us but instead, to become 

someone who is part of it all.   

As students in Western 

Heritage, you are in the course 

to build a self.  The act of 

building a self takes work, and 

this course is about work, but it 

is also about rewards.  You will 

wade into texts and images 

that have been sources of 

enlightenment and confusion 

for centuries. 

You will work hard, and your 

hard work will pay off 

tremendously.  You are no 

longer a passive observer; you 

are now agent responsible for 

the knowledge you assume and 

they knowledge you will take 

with you into the world.  

 

“We seek knowledge only 
because we desire enjoyment, 

and it is impossible to 
conceive why a person who 
has neither desires nor fears 

would take the trouble to 
reason.” Rousseau  

Fall 2012 
Important Elements 

Attention! 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday-10:30-11:30 am and 1:00 to 3 
pm 
Tuesday and Thursday-11:30-12:30 
Weds-10:30-11:30 am 
Friday-10:30-11:30 am 
Also by appointment.   
 

More than three absences will hurt 
your final grade. More than six leads 
to failure of this course. Repeated 
tardiness will also be penalized. 
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friends’ statuses on 
Facebook, play Farmville, 
IM, respond to email, etc. 
Such activities not only 
distract you (meaning you 
will be less able to 
participate meaningfully in 
the class’ conversations), 
they also distract anyone 
around or behind you. If 
you often seem distracted 
by what’s on your screen, I 
will ask you to put your 

laptop away. 

 
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism 
means passing off someone 
else’s work as your own.  
Plagiarism demonstrates 
contempt for ethical 
standards, your instructor, 
and your peers.  If you are 
caught plagiarizing, you 
risk failing this course.  A 
citation will be put on file 
with the Dean and you will 
fail that assignment (and 
possibly the course).  Get 
caught plagiarizing again 
(in any course), and you 
will be dismissed 
permanently from Eckerd 
College.  As well as being a 
statement of your refusal to 
take part in the learning 
process, plagiarism is 
cheating.  DON’T DO IT. 

Classroom Behavior and Policies 

Grading  

Critical Reading Logs and Points 
of Inquiry                 

20% 

Class participation                                               
20%  

Essays                                                                   
30%  

Exams                                                                   
30%  

 

Revision Policy 

In line with the concept of writing 

as a process, you may re-write any 

and all of your submitted texts to 

improve your grade.  (I refer to 

these as your optional revisions.)  

Your revision grade will be the 

average of the original text grade 

and the revised text grade.  In 

order to revise a text, you must 

speak to me during my office 

hours at least once before you 

submit the revision.   Note: In 

order to receive a higher grade, a 

revision must be significant; in 

other words, you need to make 

significant substantive changes to 

your text, as well as addressing the 

sentence-level grammatical issues. 

This should go without 
saying, but let’s say it 
anyway: you should turn 
off your cell-phone and/or 
other devices (iPods, ipads, 
etc) before you enter the 
classroom. If your phone 
rings once during class this 
semester, we’ll all laugh 
and I’ll ask you to turn it 
off. If your phone rings 
again during class this 
semester, you will be asked 
to do the "hokey pokey" in 
front of the class. 

I understand that your 
phones connect you with 
your friends and family, 
but the classroom should be 
a place apart, however 
briefly, from the outside 
world. You will learn more, 
in short, if you can 
concentrate on the course 
while you’re in the course. 

You may use a laptop to 
take notes during this class. 
Indeed, there will be times 
when I will call on students 
with laptops to look up 
facts &c. during class. Your 
laptops will also be useful 
during our after-class 
workshops. However, in-
class laptops also present 
temptations that many 
students find irresistible. 
You should not use a 
laptop during class to 
follow a game, check your 
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Accommodations:  Eckerd College and I encourage 
qualified persons with disabilities to participate in 
college programs and activities.  If you anticipate 
needing any type of accommodation in this course or 
have questions about physical access, please tell me as 
soon as possible. 

 

If for any reason Eckerd 
College is evacuated, 
students who leave 
campus for stays of 
overnight or longer 
should bring your 
syllabus, notes, and texts 
so that you are able to 
continue your course 
work.  In such an event, 
continue to read the 
assignments listed in your 
syllabus. 

If we are evacuated for a 
lengthy period, we will 
continue the course 
remotely using the course 
materials and various 
modes of technology that 
will be covered during the 
first week of class. 

 

E
vacu

ation
 C

on
tin

gen
cy 

Grading and Evaluation 

1. Examinations: Two exams (mid-term & final) on dates in WHGC syllabus. These exams 
will cover the lectures, readings and other common, required elements of the course. Students in 
all sections take the same exams. 

2. Participation: Quizzes, class participation, oral presentations 

All required reading must be completed before coming to class. Short Quizzes at the beginning 
of discussion days will check your knowledge of the reading. You will be evaluated on the basis 
of your (active and informed) contributions and attentiveness during class discussion/activities. 
Bring the current text we’re reading to discussion class. Also have your journal on hand for 
possible in-class writing exercises. Attendance at all classes – lectures, discussions and section 
days – is expected. Unexcused absences will be penalized. If absent, then at the very least, 
quizzes & lecture questions will be missed; also discussion participation and any in-class journal 
entries for those days will be affected. More than two unexcused absences will have a noticeable 
effect on your grade. 

 

Can’t make it to the 

office? Stop in during my 

e-office hours (t,w, and R) 

from 2-4 pm on g-chat 

krobinson75@gmail.com 
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Lectures in begin at 9:30 a.m. (Doors will be locked at that time, with no 
entry thereafter.) Besides listening attentively and taking notes, during 

the lecture you should identify one excellent discussion question. At 
the conclusion of the lecture, you (personally) must find me (either 

during the walk out of the auditorium or in the lobby area) and 
hand me a small sheet of paper (or index card) with your name and 

discussion question written on it.  You will also be tasked with crafting 
notes for the lectures and bring these to class after each lecture. 

 

An additional requirement is for you to present orally & lead class discussion for two classes 
during the semester. For the first round, the class will be divided into leadership groups 
containing 3 students each. (Plans for the second presentation/discussion leader day will be 
set later.) 

 

3. Writing Assignments: The general expectation/requirement for writing in the fall 
semester of WHGC is roughly 35 hours. This should hold true for all groups, but the manner, 
in which this block of time is divided is the choice of the individual instructor. The writing 
assignments in our section are as follows: critical reading logs, points of inquiry questions, 
and midterm and final reflection essays. 

 

Critical Reading Logs: For each reading, you will complete a critical reading log and/or other 
reading exercise.  These documents must be complete and represent your thoughts and ideas.  
We will use these for class discussion.  You will be posting this online (through moodle) and 
you will be bring these to class.  You must post your submission by 6 pm on the night prior 
to class. 

 

The critical reading logs are crafted using a form.  You will complete the form with thought 
and intention.   

 

Midterm and Final Reflection Essays:  While these essays will be narrative-driven i.e. you 
will use the I voice, you will need to learn how to engage texts in your responses.  These 
essays will move through a process of drafting and revision.  You will submit them to your 
instructor and your peers for review. 

 


